
LANESBOROUGH FINANCE COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

March 4, 2013 

 

Members Present: W. Stevens, A. Terranova, C. Galib, M.Murphy 

Guests Present: P. Sieloff, Town Administrator, J. Hickey, Pontoosac Lake Committee 

 

Meeting called to order at 6:00 PM, by Chairman Stevens 

Reserve Fund Transfer Request: 

A request for transfer of $10,000 to the Law Account was submitted for consideration. The amount 

appropriated at Town Meeting was $18,000, and $17,277.50 has been expended to date. Paul Sieloff 

feels that the $10,000 should carry the town for the remainder of the year. He is also planning to 

increase the amount recommended for FY-2014 to $28,000 (a $10,000 increase over the amount in the 

preliminary budget as released). Paul Sieloff also mentioned that the amount being spent on the Law 

Account is in keeping with his past experience, and the $28,000 for a town this size is usual.  Mike 

Murphy move to make the transfer, Al Terranova seconded, voted in favor 4-0. 

Regionalization Committee report: 

Al Terranova reported that  he attended a meeting with the Regionalization Committee recently, and 

there was discussion regarding the various concerns, union agreements, consolidation, etc. and that the 

committee appears to be quite thorough. 

MGRHS & McCann Budget Meeting: 

Paul Sieloff reported that a meeting is scheduled for MGRHS to present their proposed budget to the 

Selectmen and Finance Committee on  Monday, March 25, 2013 at the Lanesborough Town Hall. He will 

also have the McCann budget figures for the Finance Committee at that time. The time and venue for 

the meeting will be posted later. 

Lanesborough Elementary School  Budget: 

Paul Sieloff stated that he is trying to get a meeting scheduled with LES to present their budget, soon 

after our meeting with MGRHS. The tentative date at this time would be April 22. 

IT Plans: 

Paul Sieloff explained his ideas, and expected expenditures for the IT work to be done over the next few 

years. It includes new computers, a town hall network, new computer wiring and also some expenses 



for the technician to properly connect and set up the network. There will likely be ongoing technical 

support to keep the system running and up-to-date. This will include the money appropriated for this 

year, and that proposed for FY-2014. 

Pontoosac Clean Lake Program: 

Jack Hickey was present to answer questions regarding the budget for the Pontoosac Clean Lake 

Program.  It presently costs about $20,000 annually to do the chemical weed control, which seems to be 

working quite successfully based on the amount of native species now growing in the lake, and 

reduction of the ‘bad’ weeds.  The treatment is usually in May, and then we get the bill for the total 

amount and bill Pittsfield for their half. There could be a balance shown in the account, but it is due to 

the timing of billing and payments. 

Winter Roads and Sanding: 

Paul Sieloff indicated that he will likely be recommending that we add $10,000 to the Winter Roads and 

Sanding account to be closer to the actual costs for the year in 2014. We have been budgeting about 

$80,000 annually and the actual costs have been about $120,000 for the last few years. 

Cherry Sheet and Budget: 

Paul Sieloff reported that he is still confident that his budget as proposed will be close to the final 

budget for Town Meeting. W. Stevens expressed concern regarding the recent Cherry Sheet numbers 

reflecting the Governor’s H1 proposal.  Paul is expecting the McCann numbers to be considerably lower 

than in the preliminary budget, and that the State figures will not be as bad as the Governor’s figures. 

The combination should allow the preliminary budget to remain feasible. 

General Discussion: 

There were a few questions that were raised by the committee members relative to the proposed 

budget: 

1. Why is Paul Sieloff’s salary showing an increase of 2% when he  has only been in office a few months? 

2. Why is there a need for $6,000 in Tax Title Expense 

3. Can we have a breakdown of the Assessor’s salaries as proposed? 

4. What is the town liability and requirement as regards the American Legion building? 

5. Has there been discussion regarding the recycling center costs, vs. using the haulers? 

6. Why is the Library salary showing a decrease? 

7. Paul Sieloff mentioned some thoughts regarding possible cuts, if we need to go to that extreme, what 

are those ideas? 



W. Stevens will convey these questions to Paul Sieloff for a response. 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:50 PM 

 

Respectively submitted, 

 

William V. Stevens, Chairman   


