Lanesborough Agricultural Commission Meeting Minutes — December 6, 2006

Attendees: regular members - Prudy Barton, Pete Gallant, Marv Michalak ( arrived at 6:30)
alternate member - Aimee Thayer Public attendees - Ray Jones

The meeting opened at 6:00 p.m. in the Planning Board Room at the Lanesborough Town Hall.
Minutes - there were no minutes to review as this was the first meeting of the Agricultural Commission.
Business

Aimee handed out copies of the Right to Farm bylaw accepted by Town voters at the annual town meeting and the
warrant article allowing for formation of the Agricultural Commission and explained the general purpose and
advisory responsibility of the Commission.

Mr. Jones, having seen the meeting notice posted, attended to find out what the Commission was and what we
would be doing. He indicated interest in being the 2™ alternate member. Aimee indicated that Darlene Newton
had previously expressed interest and did not know if she had followed through. Ray, knowing Ms. Newton,
contacted her on his cell phone and after explaining his call handed the phone to Aimee who finished the
discussion with Darlene. Ms. Newton indicated she was still interested and had attempted without success to file
a citizen volunteer form with the selectmen via the Town'’s website. Marv Michalak offered to drop off a form for
her that evening so she could request appointment with the Select Board. Mr. Jones deferred to Ms. Newton’s
desire to be a Commission member.

New Business

1. The voting committee members nominated and unanimously elected Prudy Barton to be chairperson. Aimee
offered to act as clerk to record the minutes.

2. Pete, Prudy and Aimee agreed they would all be attending the Agricultural Commission (AgCom) workshop
being offered at Hancock Shaker Village on December 9" and agreed to pick up extra informational
material for Marv.

3. There was general discussion on the areas in which the AgCom could be involved as follows:

» Pete Gallant suggested the commission develop a mission statement to clarify direction and areas of
interest.

*  Prudy mentioned supporting the Massachusetts DAR “Ag in the Classroom” initiative. The members
discussed the value of first hand experience on working farms for the children and the value of
connecting kids to their sources of food. Aimee mentioned the Farm to School programs being an
area of interest using the Berkshire Grown and Community involved in Sustainable Agriculture
(CISA)organizations as sources of support and information.

» The preservation of farm and forest land and the Agricultural Preservation Program (APR) were
discussed as they pertained to Lanesborough. Aimee mentioned the Open Space and
Recreation Plan (OSP) being drafted by a separate committee and the potential within that plan
for land preservation as well as the possible participation of the AgCom in the implementation of
the OSP.

» Members discussed encouraging and supporting alternative and sustainable energy initiatives for

local farmers.

. Factors limiting the success of small scale livestock production were discussed including the
regional lack of availability of processors for meat production.
. The steps the AgCom could take to provide support for the Farmer’s market at the Mall and the

writing of a Farmer’s market Bylaw (as requested by the Planning Board) were discussed.

Members agreed to meet again on January 11" at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall after the workshop at Shaker Village
and the holidays to further develop an agenda. A motion to adjourn was made, seconded and passed.



The Commission meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m..



