December 19, 2011

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman



Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


Mr. Robert Barton



Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:02 p.m.

Mr. Tinkham stated that Gene Andrew declined to 
ZBA

accept appointment to the Zoning Board of Appeals 
APPOINTMENTS
this year. Motion made by Mr. Barton accept the 

resignation of Gene Andrew with regrets and thanks, 

seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.  

Mr. Tinkham polled other ZBA members, and they 

recommend that Gordon Zaks, currently a ZBA alternate, 

be appointed to the Zoning Board and that Betsy Bean 

be appointed as the new Alternate. Motion made by 

Mr. Barton to appoint Gordon Zaks to the Zoning 

Board of Appeals to 2016, and Betsy Bean as 

alternate to 2012, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 

Unanimously voted.

Due to liquor license requirements, Peter T.
CHANGE OF

McGuire requesting approval of a change of 
MANAGER

manager for Bob's Country Kitchen.  Motion made 
BOB’S

by Mr. Prendergast to approve the change of 
COUNTRY

manager of Bob’s Country Kitchen to Peter T. McGuire, 
KITCHEN

seconded by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted.

Tax Classification Hearing opened by 
TAX

Mr. Prendergast reading the public notice as 
HEARING

follows: “Notice is hereby given that a 

Classification Hearing will be held in the 

Newton Memorial Town Hall on Monday, December 

19, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. to decide whether all 

properties will be taxed at the same rate, or 

whether businesses will be taxed at a different 

rate. Residents may submit their opinions on the 

issue in writing to the Board of Selectmen before 

the hearing, if they cannot attend the hearing 

in person.”  Mr. Prendergast introduced the 

Board of Assessors, Kelly Baumert and Regina 

DiLego.  After an explanation from 

Ms. Baumert and much discussion, motion was made 

by Mr. Barton to keep the tax rate at a single 

rate, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously 

voted.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to 

closed the tax classification hearing, seconded 

by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted.
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Town Administrator's Report:

Mr. Boudreau regarding dock rights for 
DOCK

Mr. Tristany, which were denied.  Mr. Boudreau 
PERMIT

said that he can draft a letter from the Board.  

Mr. Barton suggested getting a copy of the letter 

Mr. Tristany received denying his request for a 

dock permit.

End Town Administrator's Report

Mr. Barton disclosed that his wife is employed  
CONFLICT

by the school, therefore the Board invoked the rule 
OF

of necessity to sign the salaries warrant.  
INTEREST

Old Business:

Mr. Barton reported the CommTech committee’s 
SURVEY

questionnaire would be mailed out with the town 

census and would use the same return envelope, 

so no special budget allotment would be necessary.  

Mr. Prendergast said that he is not trying to 

cause problems but asked about the legality of it.  

Mr. Boudreau said that Ms. Gallant has not talked 

to him about it.  Mr. Barton said that we will 

talk to Ms. Gallant to assure it is OK.
Mr. Prendergast stated that he has a list of 
CHESHIRE

questions from Mr. Szczepaniak about issues 
ROAD

that were open when he left the Board.  The first 

was about the insurance issue for Jim Rathbun.  

Mr. Boudreau said that it is on-going, the 

insurance company is looking for an exact number.  

The second question was about the Ostrander 

property on Bailey Road.  Mr. Boudreau said that 

the building inspector has been over there several 

times and that there are no issues on which the 

town can act, so things will stay as they are.  

Third question was about an agreement to put 

blacktop on Old Cheshire road.  Mr. Goerlach said 

he spoke with Bill Decelles, and it is on the list.  

Final question was about the emergency turn-off 

from Old State Road to the Mall.  Mr. Prendergast 

thought that it was not going to be needed once 

the connector road was finished.

Mr. Barton asked if we have heard from the Board 
LANDFILL

of Health on their ideas for filling the vacant 
MONITORING

seat, and on whether they were comfortable with 
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handling the reports regarding the landfill and 
LANDFILL

well monitoring.  Mr. Boudreau said that the 
CONT’D

board would meet in January and let Selectmen know.  

Mr. Barton suggested a “State of the Town” report 
STATE OF

should be presented during a selectmen’s meeting 
THE TOWN

in January or February. Mr. Prendergast said that 
REPORT

he would be more comfortable with a date at the 

end of March because we will have a better handle 

on the expenses for FY13.  It was informally 

agreed that there should be a preliminary meeting 

with “inner sanctum” people soon, and a public 

meeting later on, possibly March 18, at 7 p.m.

End Old Business

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to go into 
EXECUTIVE

executive session for the purpose of discussing 
SESSION

contracts and potential litigation and to reconvene 

in open session, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 

Mr. Prendergast, yes; Mr. Goerlach, yes.  

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn, seconded 
MEETING

by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted. 
ADJOURNED

Meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m.
