December 5, 2011

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman



Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


Mr. Robert Barton



Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Albert Hartheimer asked the Board to establish 
APPOINTMENTS

protocol when appointing committees.  The Board 

explained the procedure.

Town Administrator's Report:

Mr. Boudreau reported that the Town’s Electrical 
ELECTRIC

Aggregation plan has finally been approved by the 

Department of Public Utilities.  Mr. Boudreau 

stated received a document and he is still 

reviewing.  Mr. Boudreau said that Colonial Power 

should now be able to put it together to put it out 

to bid. As part of electricity deregulation the 

Board can do is go out to bid for rates for the entire 

town.  Any one in town that does not wish to be 

covered by this service can opt out. 

Mr. Boudreau reported that he and Bill Decelles 
HIGHWAY

interviewed 5 individuals and decided on Robert 
LABORER

Pedercini from Pittsfield. He has had plenty of 

experience of plowing and construction. Mr. 

Boudreau and Mr. Decelles recommend hiring Mr. 

Pedercini.  Mr. Prendergast asked when Mr. Pedercini

would be available. Mr. Boudreau said that the 

advertisement was for January 1st to March 31st.  

Mr. Boudreau said that Mr. Pedercini was advised that 

he will be on call 24/7 during this time period.  

Motion made by Mr. Barton to hire Robert Pedercini 

as a full-time seasonal worker, seconded by 

Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Boudreau said that he spoke with Elton Ogden 
SENIOR

regarding Senior Housing and asked for an up date.  
HOUSING

Mr. Ogden said that he could report in January and 

also stated that an architect has been hired to put 

together plans and he should have them by then.

Mr. Boudreau said that there is a meeting here 
ADVENTURE

2 p.m. on Wednesday, December 7, 2011 with a 
PARK

property owner on Brodie Mtn. Road who wants to 

put in an adventure park.  Also present at the 
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meeting will be the Building Inspector, Ronald 
ADVENTURE

Tinkham representing the ZBA, the property owner 
PARK

and their attorney. 

Mr. Boudreau reported that he and Mr. Barton 
PERSONNEL

feel that the personnel policies should be 
POLICIES

approved.  Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve 

the Personnel Policies, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 

Unanimously voted.

Mr. Boudreau said that he had a meeting with 
BERKSHIRE

Doug Paine with DEP regarding the status of 
SPRING

Berkshire Spring.  The Town is perfectly legal 

with everything we are doing.  Mr. Boudreau also 

said that we need to develop an agreement with 

Berkshire Coop to outline responsibility.  

Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with copies of 

a draft agreement.  

End Town Administrator's Report

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to open a pole 
WMECO

hearing for new poles on Silver Street and Miner 
POLE

Road, seconded by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted.  
HEARINGS

Representative from WMECO requesting permission 

for the installation of 2 poles on Silver Street to 


service a new house for Thomas Weber and the 

installation of 1 pole on Miner Road to service a 

new house for Sue Koziara.  Motion made by 

Mr. Prendergast approving the pole on Miner Road, 

seconded by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted.  Motion 

made by Mr. Barton to approve the installation of 

2 poles on Silver Street, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Barton disclosed that his wife is employed  
CONFLICT

by the school, therefore the Board invoked the rule 
OF

of necessity to sign the school warrant.  
INTEREST

Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve the 
ACCEPTED

November 16, 2011 executive session minutes as 
MINUTES

revised, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously

voted. 

Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve the 
ACCEPTED

November 28, 2011 executive session minutes, 
MINUTES

seconded by Mr. Prendergast.  Unanimously voted.
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Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve the 
ACCEPTED

November 28, 2011 minutes, seconded by 
MINUTES

Mr. Prendergast.  Unanimously voted.

Mail:

Citizen Participation form from Dean Maynard 
APPOINTMENT

expressing an interest in serving on the 

Conservation Commission.

Citizen Participation form from Larry Spatz 
APPOINTMENT

expressing an interest in serving on the Board 

of Health. This is a joint decision with the 

Board of Health.

Letter from Gordon Wise stating that he does not 
PUTNAM &

know why the town cannot close both Putnam Road 
MINER RD

and Miner Road to traffic to expedite the repair 
BRIDGES

of both bridges. 

Mr. Wise also complained about the Town’s 
DOWNED

practice of pushing downed trees to the side 
TREES

of the road to rot and asked why they cannot be 

cut up and brought to the old landfill for people 

to pick up.  Mr. Prendergast explained that the 

Highway Department is very busy and does not have 

the time to haul them away.  Mr. Barton suggested 

announcing where down trees are so that people 

can pick them up.  Mr. Goerlach said that he has 

no objection as long as they check with the 

homeowner where the tree is located.  Mr. Barton 

said that on second thought it could be a liability 

to the town it would be better if the Highway 

Department hauled the trees to the gravel bed.  

Mr. Prendergast restated that the Highway Department 

does not have time to do this.

Letter from DEP regarding an access of property 
DEP

agreement that must be signed giving DEP permission 

to conduct an investigation to determine the source 

and extent of groundwater contamination in the 

private drinking water well at 75 Old Ore Bed Road.  

Mr. Goerlach signed on behalf of the town.

Letter from Charter regarding a rate increase from 
CHARTER

$52.99 to $54.99 for Charter TV digital service.

End Mail:
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Old Business:

Mr. Hartheimer said that he tried to write an 
HEALTH

article on the new health insurance and gave up.  
INSURANCE

Mr. Hartheimer also said that he had complaints 

from the other people that were at the last meeting 

about the town voting.

Mr. Barton said that he and Mr. Boudreau met with 
GRANT

a Grant Writing Consultant named Bob Murray from 
WRITING

Glens Falls, NY and they are interested working 

with small towns in Massachusetts.  They only work 

on a contingent basis where they only get paid if 

we get the grants.  Mr. Barton and Mr. Boudreau will 

put together a list for them tomorrow.

Mr. Prendergast asked about the Potter Mtn. Road 
POTTER MTN

gates and the possibility of a gate at Laston Field. 
ROAD

Mr. Boudreau said that he spoke with Mr. Decelles 

and they have looked at gates, but they are not in 
LASTON

yet.  The highway department will install them.  
FIELD

Mr. Boudreau said that he sent an e-mail to Mark 

Froio and is waiting to hear back.

End Old Business

New Business

Mr. Prendergast sent out congratulations to the 
MT.

Mt. Greylock Football Team for winning the Super 
GREYLOCK

Bowl.  Mr. Goerlach said that all the team members 

should look up to their coach.  Mr. Prendergast 

said that the Lanesborough program has done an 

incredible job in training these team members.

Mr. Barton said that the new Internet Committee 
INTERNET

met tonight to start to analyze different 
COMMITTEE

alternative for delivering internet to everyone 

in town.  Mr. Barton said that they would like to 

do a survey to be sent out with the town census.  

Mr. Barton suggested a budget of $200.  Mr. Goerlach 

suggested asking Berkshire mall about sponsoring this.  

Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve the possibility 

of spending $200 from the Selectmen's expenses, 

seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.
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Mr. Barton asked if it was possible to set the 
SELECTMEN

meetings for exact dates if possible. The Board 
MEETINGS

set Mondays, January 9th and 30th at 7:00 p.m. 

and Wednesday, January 18th at 6:30 p.m. In January 

the Selectmen will also be at the Planning Board 

Hearing on Monday the 23rd at 7:00 p.m. Mondays, 

February 13th and 27th at 7:00 p.m. and Wednesday, 

February 22nd at 6:30 p.m. Mondays, March 12th and 

26th at 7:00 p.m. and Wednesday, March 21st at 

6:30 p.m. Mondays, April 9th and 23rd at 7:00 p.m. 

and Wednesday, April 18th at 6:30 p.m.

End New Business:

Mr. Boudreau requested the Board to go into 
EXECUTIVE

executive session for the purpose of discussing 
SESSION

contract negotiations. Motion made by Mr. 

Prendergast to go into executive session for the 

purpose of discussing contract negotiations and 

reconvene to open session, seconded by Mr. Barton. 

Unanimously voted. Mr. Goerlach, yes; Mr. Prendergast, 

yes; Mr. Barton, yes.

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn, seconded 
MEETING

by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted. Meeting adjourned 
ADJOURNED

at 9:20 p.m.
