November 28, 2011

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman



Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


Mr. Robert Barton



Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Representatives from Berkshire Carousel requesting 
BERKSHIRE

a permit to serve wine for a fund raiser to be held 
CAROUSEL

at Berkshire Mall on Saturday, December 3, 2011 from 

5 to 7 p.m. Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to allow 

a 1 night wine permit for Saturday, December 3, 2011 

from 5 to 7 p.m. donation $15, seconded by Mr. 

Barton. Unanimously voted.

Stacy Parsons regarding the health insurance and 
HEALTH

stated that they have been speaking with other 
INSURANCE

communities about 3 different plans.  Stacy asked 

that the Board wait until February to make a decision. 

Mr. Goerlach said that the Board will take their 

concerns into consideration and take action later 

in the meeting.

Town Administrator's Report:

Mr. Boudreau requested the Board to set the Tax 
TAX

Classification Hearing.  Mr. Boudreau reported 
CLASSIFICATION
that he has spoken with the Assessors and suggested
HEARING
Monday, December 19, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.  Motion 

made by Mr. Prendergast to set the Tax Classification 

Hearing on Monday, December 19, 2011 at 7:30 p.m., 

seconded by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Boudreau would like to have a budget review 
BUDGET

committee meeting next week.  The Board set 
REVIEW

Wednesday, December 7, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. at Town Hall.  

Mr. Boudreau stated that he has met with 2 
SOLAR

individuals in the Solar Business and they have 
PANELS

looked at the senior center property and the old 

landfill. Mr. Boudreau reported that he was told 

by both that they are excellent sites.  Mr. Goerlach 

wanted to make sure that they did not use the Senior Center/Housing site and would like Mr. Boudreau to 

look into the unused part of the gravel bed.  

Mr. Boudreau said that the Town can also make 

themselves a power company.  Mr. Boudreau said that 

there was already an Alternative Energy Committee.
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Mr. Boudreau reported that there was a bid opening 
MINER ROAD

for the Miner Road Bridge project.  Mr. Boudreau 
BRIDGE

said that Maxymillian was the apparent low bidder.

Mr. Boudreau said that the town advertised for 
HIGHWAY

a seasonal labor for the plowing season.  
SEASONAL

Mr. Boudreau reported that he and Mr. Decelles 
LABOROR

decided on 4 to interview and would like to start 

the process this Wednesday, November 30, 2011 and 

asked if any of the Selectmen would like to sit 

in on the interviews.  Mr. Barton stated that he 

thinks Mr. Boudreau and Mr. Decelles can handle it.

Mr. Boudreau said that Joe Evangelisto has filed 
EVANGELISTO
for disability with the Retirement Board.  
DISABILITY

Mr. Boudreau said that they are in the process of 

filling out the paper work.  Mr. Prendergast asked 

if there would be any cost to the Town and 

Mr. Boudreau stated that there is no cost to the Town.

End Town Administrator's Report

Mr. Hartheimer asked questions about the hiring 
ASSESSORS

of Chris LaMarre to do an assessment of the 
OFFICE

Assessors Office.  Mr. Hartheimer said that 

Ms. Baumert never saw the report that Mr. LaMarre 

gave to the Board.

Mr. Prendergast disclosed that his wife is employed  
CONFLICT

by the school, therefore the Board invoked the rule 
OF

of necessity to sign the school warrant.  
INTEREST

Mail:

Pole hearing request from WMECO for the 
WMECO

installation of 2 poles on Silver Street to 
POLE

service a new house for Thomas Weber.  The Board 
HEARING

set the hearing for Monday, December 5, 2011 at 

7:15 p.m.

Pole hearing request from WMECO for the 
WMECO

installation of 1 pole on Miner Road to service a 
POLE

new house for Sue Koziara.  The Board set the 
HEARING

hearing for Monday, December 5, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.

Letter from Christine Emerson, Town Clerk for 
CHESHIRE

the Town of Cheshire, stating that they recently 
BORDER

appointed 2 perambulators for their town to walk 
MARKERS
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the Cheshire Borders and located 18 of the 22 


corner marks for the Town.  Three of the markers 

missing are in Lanesborough.  Ms. Emerson also 

stated that they are bringing in new markers to 

replace those that are missing and ask if the Board 

would like to accompany them when they place the 

new markers. Mr. Boudreau said that he will contact 

Cheshire and find out what is needed.

Letter from the Commonwealth regarding the request 
SUMMER 

of funding under the 2011 MassWorks Infrasturcture 
STREET

Program. The letter explained that they received 
FUNDING

150 applications and hey cannot fund Summer Street 

improvements at this time.

Curb cut for property located on Bailey Road 
CURB CUT

Mr. Boudreau will contact Mr. Turgeon to see 

when he will finish the work.

End Mail:

Old Business:

There was meeting of the new Technology Committee 
TECHNOLOGY

last week. They will be meeting again in January, 
COMMITTEE

2012.  The cable committee will look into the 

renewal of the contract with charter and there 

is an internet committee meeting next week. One 

of the things they are going to try to do is get 

the information on the Channel 2 will be available 

on home computers.

Mr. Goerlach asked for an explanation of the 
HEALTH

collective bargaining process to health insurance. 
INSURANCE

Mr. Boudreau stated that the employer and all 

unions get together as a group and try to iron out 

a solution on the health insurance instead of 

dealing with the groups separately.  Mr. Boudreau 

said that the time doesn't start until the Town 

presents the financial information to the various 

groups. Mr. Goerlach stated that taking the vote 

tonight will not change the negotiations. Mr. Goerlach 

said that if they did not have 2 attorneys’ opinions 

that the town can stop this process any time he would 

not ask for the motion.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast 

that the Town of Lanesborough elects to engage in the 

process to change health insurance benefits under MGL 

Chapter 32B, Sections 21 through 23, seconded by 
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Mr. Goerlach. Mr. Barton abstained.  Mr. Goerlach, 

yes; Mr. Prendergast, yes.

Mr. Prendergast asked if anyone has contacted 
LASTON

Mr. Condron about gating the seconded exit/entrance 
FIELD

to Laston Field.  Mr. Boudreau said that he spoke 

with Mark Froio and will speak with him again to 

see what has been decided. 

Mr. Prendergast stated that he sorry they we 
MOMENT OF

did not acknowledge James Thayer's passing and 
SILENCE

asked for a moment of silence.

Mr. Prendergast asked if Berkshire Housing could 
BERKSHIRE

come in and see where we stand in the process of 
HOUSING

getting Senior Housing. Mr. Boudreau stated that 

one of the things we need to talk about is the way 

to handle the land, maybe a 99-year lease. The Town 

needs to have it surveyed and subdivided.

Mr. Goerlach asked about the gates on Potter Mtn. 
POTTER

Road and whether or not Hancock is going to close 
MTN. ROAD

their side.

Mr. Goerlach asked about adding sewer and water 
SUMMER

lines in the project for Summer Street for possible 
STREET

future use.

Mr. Boudreau said that we need to go forward 
SEWER LINE

with the sewer agreement with Pittsfield, since 

there is a new administration in Pittsfield.

Mr. Prendergast stated that he was very impressed 
TECHNOLOGY

with the people that came forward for the Technology 
COMMITTEE

Committee.

End Old Business

Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve the November
ACCEPTED

7, 2011 minutes, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 
MINUTES

Unanimously voted.

Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve the November
ACCEPTED

7, 2011 executive session minutes, seconded by 
MINUTES

Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve the 
ACCEPTED

November 14, 2011 minutes, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 
MINUTES
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Unanimously voted. Mr. Prendergast abstained because 

he was not at the meeting.

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to approve the 
ACCEPTED

November 16, 2011 minutes, seconded by Mr. Barton. 
MINUTES

Unanimously voted.

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to approve the 
MINUTES

November 16, 2011 executive session minutes, 

seconded by Mr. Barton. Tabled because of a 

question of content. 

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to approve the 
ACCEPTED

November 16, 2011 second executive session minutes, 
MINUTES

seconded by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted.
New Business

The Board set their January meetings as Monday, 
JANUARY

January 9th and 30th at 7:00 p.m. and Wednesday 
MEETINGS

January 18, 2012 at 6:30 p.m.

Planning Board set their public hearing for the 
PLANNING

new zoning by-laws for Monday, January 23, 2012 
BOARD

at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room at Town Hall.

End New Business:

Mr. Boudreau requested the Board to go into 
EXECUTIVE

executive session for the purpose of discussing 
SESSION

collective bargaining.  Motion made by Mr. 

Prendergast to go into executive session for the 

purpose of discussing collective bargaining and 

reconvene to open session, seconded by Mr. Barton. 

Unanimously voted. Mr. Goerlach, yes; Mr. Prendergast, 

yes; Mr. Barton, yes.

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn, seconded 
MEETING

by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted. Meeting adjourned 
ADJOURNED

at 9:35 p.m.
