TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

November 26, 2012   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach


Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


Mr. Robert Barton


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants:  Warrants signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Barton gave an overview of the Town Services 
TOWN 

Study project and introduced the various study 
SERVICES

committees. Committees presented the results of 
COMMITTEE

their studies.
REPORTS

Rich Weisenflue stated that they have not met with 
SENIORS,

any one on the Recreation Committee or worked too 
CHILDREN,

closely with the Early Childhood Development 
RECREATION

Committee as yet.  They have met with the Senior 

Group and Mr. Weisenflue feels that they are 

pursuing avenues of interest that they have.  

Mr. Weisenflue presented the Board with a progress 

report.

Stephanie Michalak and Betty Ward reported that 
PRE-SCHOOL

they have had several meetings regarding services 

for pre-school and kindergarten age children. 

Tim O’Brien introduced his committee and stated 
EMERGENCY

that they started out with finding out what other 
MANAGEMENT

towns have implemented for emergency management 

services. 

Barb Hassan introduced her committee and 
DPW

explained that the challenge was what the 

different departments do and whether or not to 

bring all these departments under the umbrella 

of a Department of Public Works.

Lee Hauge representing the Water District 
WATER

explained that the Water District is not under 
DISTRICT

the umbrella of the town, which would take an 

act of legislature.

Tim O’Brien also explained that they have been 
RECYCLING

looking into extending the services for 

recycling for the Town.  Mr. O’Brien cited what 

Cheshire does.
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Mr. Erickson presented a report on the status 
ENERGY

of the energy consumed by the various town 
CONSERVATION
buildings. Their first item on their agenda will 

be to have energy audits done on all town owned 

buildings. The school has recently initiated new 

energy saving methods.

Mr. Zaks stated that he has been looking at the 
STREETLIGHTS
efficiency of the town’s streetlights.

Mr. Hickey explained about the Green Community Act 
GREEN

and the grants that are available to fund these 
COMMUNITY

initiatives.
ACT

Mr. Barton went over the goals of the IT committee.
IT

Mr. Sieloff asked for volunteers for the Finance 
VACANCIES

Committee. Mr. Tinkham reminded the Board that 

there was a Citizen’s Participation Form 

requesting appointment to the Finance Committee.

Kent Lemme of the Berkshire Running Center has 
THE STEEL

requested permission from the Board of Selectmen 
RUN HALF

to allow him to start a Half Marathon in 
MARATHON

Lanesborough on May 19, 2013 with approximately 

1.5 loops around the Mall.  The Board approved 

their request and asked that the Fire Chief and 

Police Chief be notified of the event to confirm 

EMT services.  Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve 

the Steel Run Half Marathon on May 19, 2013 provided 

the Police Chief, Fire Chief and the Mall Manager, 

Joe Scelsi agree, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 

Unanimously voted.  

Mr. Sieloff suggested continuing the Consulting 
AGGREGATION
Agreement for management of the Town’s Municipal 
AGREEMENT

aggregation program and energy-related services 

contract with Colonial Power Group, Inc. be 

continued until bidding can be done.  Motion 

made by Mr. Barton to approve the Consulting 

Agreement for management of the Town’s Municipal 

aggregation program and energy-related services 

contract with Colonial Power Group, Inc., subject 

to Town Counsel review, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 

Unanimously voted.

Motion made by Mr. Barton to appoint Paul Sieloff 
WIREDWEST

as Manager of Municipal Light Plant and delegate 
APPOINTMENTS
to WiredWest, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 
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Unanimously voted.  Motion made by Mr. Barton 
WIREDWEST

to appoint Ronald Tinkham as Alternate Delegate 
APPOINTMENTS

to WiredWest, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 
CONT’D

Unanimously voted.

Mr. Friend presented the Board with a revised 
ADVENTURE

by-law regarding the special permit needed for 
PARK

an adventure park on Brodie Mountain Road to 
BY-LAW

the Board. The Board suggested changing the 

requirements to 10 acres. Motion made by Mr. 

Prendergast to refer the request for special permit 

to the Planning Board for a public hearing and 

special town meeting with the recommendation of 

changing the requirements to 10 acres, seconded 

by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted. 

Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with a proposed 
PROPOSED

list of Selectmen’s meetings for 2013. Mr. Goerlach 
2012

asked that Mr. Sieloff stay on top of the agenda so 
MEETINGS

that nothing is missed. The Board approved the dates.

Mr. Goerlach read the request made by the Department 
DCR

of Conservation and Recreation stating that they are 

interested in purchasing approximately 450 acres of 

property location on the town lines of New Ashford 

and Lanesborough. 

Mr. Sieloff explained the Community Innovative 
BRPC

Challenge Grant Application.  Mr. Sieloff stated 
COMMUNITY

that the contacted Berkshire Regional Planning 
GRANT

Commission who suggested a study for computer 

internet services.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast 

to approve the Town of Lanesborough be a key partner 

in this initiative, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 

Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff stated that the Selectmen’s meeting 
MT.GREYLOCK
on Monday, December 10, 2012 will be held in  
BUILDING

the Community Room because there will be a 
COMMITTEE

presentation by the Mount Greylock Building 

Committee.

Town administrator Report

Mr. Tinkham explained that since the town has 
GRAVEL

removed any provisions for gravel removal in the 
BEDS

new Zoning By-Laws we need to generate a document 

to cover this issue.  Mr. Tinkham also said that 

Mr. Kellogg had a document.  Mr. Sieloff asked if 
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the Board would be interested in reviewing the 

document.  

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to approve the 
ACCEPTED

November 5, 2012 minutes, seconded by Mr. Barton. 
MINUTES

Unanimously voted.

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to approve the 
ACCEPTED

minutes of the November 13, 2012 selectmen’s 
MINUTES

meeting, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 

voted. Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to rescind 
RESCIND

the vote because Mr. Barton is not present for 
VOTE

this vote and Mr. Goerlach was not at the November 

13, 2012 meeting, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 

Unanimously voted.

Mr. Tinkham explained that he, Mr. Sieloff, 
SWAMP 

the Building Inspector, Health Inspector, 
ROAD

Police Chief and the neighbors of Mr. Sinopoli 

on Swamp Road have put together a petition 

requesting the town take action on 

Mr. Sinopoli’s activities.

Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to enter into 
EXECUTIVE

executive session pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, 
SESSION

s. 21(a)(2) to conduct strategy sessions in 

preparation for negotiations with nonunion 

personnel and pending litigation, seconded 

by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted. 

Mr. Prendergast, yes and Mr. Goerlach, yes.

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn,
MEETING

seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.
ADJOURNED

Meeting adjourned at 10:50 p.m.
