TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

October 28, 2013   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach, 


Mr. Robert Ericson



Mr. Henry Sayers


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants: Warrants Signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Michelle McGuire requesting a change of management. 
LIQUOR

Motion 13-165 Motion made by Mr. Ericson approve the 
LICENSE

request for Change of Manager for the Wine and Malt 
HEARING

License for Peter T. McGuire, Inc. d/b/a Bob’s 
Country Kitchen to Michelle McGuire[#1], seconded by 
Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted.

Attorney Mark Siegars reported that the Lawsuit 
PETRICCA

with Petricca has been settled.  Mr. Siegars 
LAW SUIT

commended the Selectmen for sticking to their 
guns and the Prudential Committee for their help 
as well.

Robert Barton and Harley Phelps spoke regarding 
CITIZEN

putting together a pamphlet of stories by 
INTERVIEWS

interviewing some of the senior citizens in the 
Town that may be used for the Town’s 250th Anniversary.  
They are asking for help from anyone who is interested 
in helping.  The Board said that they can put it on 
the Web site and on Channel 2.

Mr. Sieloff explained why there is a listing for 
COMMITTEE

vacancies on different committees.  There are 
VACANCIES

currently vacancies on the Sewer Commission and 
Agricultural Committee—Alternate.

Motion 13-166 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
ROAD 

approve the Road Opening Permit requested by 
OPENING

Berkshire Gas Company for installing a new gas 
PERMIT

service at 11 Squanto Road with the stipulation 
that they re-gravel and patch any pavement that 
is dug up and that if any problems arise they shall 
be responsible for the repair for a period of 1 
year[#2], seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted.

Curb Cut application filed by Ramblewild for 
CURB CUT

Brodie Mountain Road[#3]. The Highway Superintendent 
approved the curb cut with the stipulation that 
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they install a 10” blacktop apron. Mr. Goerlach 
would like to know if there is a need for a traffic 
count and if they are going to be open in the winter 
would there be an objection to having a street 
light at the entrance. The Board asked to put this 
on the next meeting’s Agenda.
Motion 13-167 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
MUNICIPAL

appoint Paul Sieloff as Municipal Light Plant 
LIGHT

Manager for a 1-year term, seconded by Mr. Sayers. 
PLANT

Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-168 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
PROCUREMENT
appoint Paul Sieloff as Procurement Officer for 
OFFICER

the Town of Lanesborough for a 1-year term, 
seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-169 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
CABLE

appoint Katherine Westwood to the Cable Committee 
COMMITTEE

for a 1-year term[#4], seconded by Mr. Sayers. 
Unanimously voted.

Mr. Ericson spoke to the issue of parking in front 
PARKING

of Town Hall and that there is an obstruction of 
IN FRONT

the view from the Library. Mr. Goerlach does not 
OF TOWN

feel it is necessary to ban parking in front of Town 
HALL

Hall.  Mr. Goerlach said that it is a state owned 
road and they would have to agree.  Mr. Sayers feels 
that the Town Hall is too limited on parking now. 

Mr. Ericson would also like to ask the State to 
SPEED 

continue the speed limit of 35 mph on Route 7 to 
LIMITS

past the Laston Field.  Mr. Sieloff said that he 
ROUTE 7

will ask the Police Chief and Highway Superintendent 
for their opinions. Mr. Goerlach suggested asking 
the state to move the speed limit farther north past 
Olde Forge.  Mr. Goerlach asked Mr. Ericson if there 
will be an increase in wattage in the streetlights. 
The Board asked to put this on the next meeting’s 
Agenda.
Mr. Goerlach stated that typically the Town sets 
YARD

date for Town residents to bring yard waste and 
WASTE

leaves. Mr. Goerlach suggested November 16, from 
DROP OFF

8 a.m. to noon at the Town owned gravel bed on Ore 
Bed Road provided it is not snowing. Mr. Sieloff 
said he would inform the Highway Superintendent to 
offer the program.
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Mr. Sieloff explained that the settlement with 
MALL

the Mall will resolve the real estate tax appeals. 
SETTLEMENT

Motion 13-170  Motion made by Mr. Ericson to accept 
AGREEMENT

the settlement between the Town of Lanesborough and 
NEWCO, LLC as recommended by Town Counsel, seconded 
by Mr. Sayers[#5]. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with a Meeting 
2014

Schedule for 2014. Mr. Sieloff asked that the 
MEETING

meetings be moved to 6 p.m. instead of 7 p.m. The 
SCHEDULE

Board agreed with this schedule. Mr. Sieloff 
explained about the July 4th holiday and he suggested 
that the Board close Town Hall for 3rd of July[#6].  
Motion 13-171 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to accept 
the proposed Board of Selectmen’s Meeting Schedule 
and legal holidays as printed on the schedule, 
seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff proposed asking for sealed bids to 
FIRE 

dispose of the Fire Chief’s Vehicle.  Motion 13-172  
CHIEF’S

Motion made by Mr. Ericson to accept sealed bids on 
VEHICLE

the Fire Chief’s former vehicle as salvage, seconded 
by Mr. Goerlach. Mr. Ericson, yes; Mr. Goerlach, yes; 
Mr. Sayers abstained.

Mr. Sieloff explained that there has been a 
AMERICAN

dispute between the property owners abutting 
LEGION

the American Legion building and the American 
BUILDING

Legion members. Mr. Sieloff received a report 
from Town Counsel that they have done a title 
search and the Town of Lanesborough does not own 
the building and never has.  Mr. Sieloff will 
forward the information to the parties involved.

Mr. Sieloff explained about the electric 
ELECTRIC

aggregation contract.  Motion 13-173 Motion made 
CONTRACT

by Mr. Ericson to accept the Dominion Community 
Choice Power Program[#7], seconded by Mr. Sayers. 
Unanimously voted.
Selectmen’s Items

Mr. Ericson stated that there is a second walk-
SOLAR

through tomorrow at 10 a.m. for the solar project.  
RFP

Mr. Ericson stated that eight contractors requested 
the bid package.
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Mr. Goerlach asked why the lights on the outside 
TOWN HALL

of Town Hall are on all night.  Mr. Goerlach 
OUTSIDE

suggested timers or motion sensors on the lights.
LIGHTS
Town Administrator’s Report

Mr. Sieloff stated that the stop signs and stop 
STOP SIGNS

sign ahead signs have been installed behind 
Berkshire Mall.

Mr. Sieloff suggested to the Board that a plaque 
ACCESS

be put on the new access ramp to acknowledge that 
RAMP

McCann Technical High School students and faculty 
PLAQUE

did the work and he would also like to acknowledge 
the Highway Department on the same sign for their 
help. The Board agreed and ask to see a proposed 
plaque at the next meeting.
Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with a form for 
TOWN 

people to use to request the use of Town property 
PROPERTY

and the Board agreed to its use.
USE FORM
Mr. Goerlach mentioned that there is a new sign 
LASTON 

for the Laston Park and he would like to 
FIELD SIGN

publically thank those that donated the funds 
for the sign.

Motion 13-174 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the October 7, 2013 meeting[#8],
MINUTES

seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Mr. Ericson, yes; 

Mr. Goerlach, yes; Mr. Sayers abstained.

Motion 13-175 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
EXECUTIVE

enter into Executive Session pursuant to M.G.L. 
SESSION
c. 30A, 21 to conduct strategy sessions in 

preparation for litigation and to reconvene to 

open session, seconded by Mr. Sayers. 

Unanimously voted. Mr. Ericson, yes; Mr. Sayers, 

yes and Mr. Goerlach, yes.
Mr. Goerlach said that he received an e-mail from 
MOUNT
Carrie Greene stating one person should not serve  
GREYLOCK
on the Mount Greylock School Building Committee  
SCHOOL
and on the Mount Greylock School Board. Mr. Goerlach 
BUILDING
said that he would represent the Town of Lanesborough 
COMMITTEE

on the Mount Greylock School Building Committee.  
Mr. Ericson resigned from the Mount Greylock School 
Building Committee. Motion 13-176 Motion made by 
Mr. Goerlach to accept Robert Ericson resignation 
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from the Mt. Greylock Building Project Committee, 
seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted. Motion 
13-177  Motion made by Mr. Ericson to appoint John 
Goerlach to the Mt. Greylock School Building Committee, 
seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted.  Motion 
13-178 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to appoint William 
Stevens to the Mt. Greylock School Building Committee, 
seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted.

Motion made by Mr. Ericson to adjourn, seconded 
MEETING

by Mr. Sayers.  Unanimously voted.  Meeting 
ADJOURNED

adjourned at 9:14 p.m.

Footnotes:

 1 Form 43 – Change of Manager

 2 Road Opening Permit – Gas Company

 3 Curb Cut Permit Ramblewild

 4 Citizen Participation – Cable Committee

 5 Pyramid Settlement
 6 Selectmen’s Meeting Schedule

 7 Dominion Contract

 8 October 7, 2013 Minutes

