TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

October 7, 2013   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach



Mr. Robert Ericson


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants: Warrants Signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Public Comment: Barb Hassan stated her concerns 
ELECTION

regarding where signs have been placed.  Ms. Hassan 
SIGNS

said that there is a dumpster at the Town Garage 
with a Sayers’ election sign on it.  She asked that 
it be removed immediately.

Mr. Mierzejewski came in regarding the petition 
DOCK 

he filed asking for a Special Town Meeting to 
BY-LAW

repeal the dock by-law.  Mr. Sieloff said that 
PETITION

there is a very active Docks Committee that is 
working on new wording and he feels that the Board 
should take a good look at what the Docks Committee 
comes up with before going forward.  Mr. Sieloff 
explained that there must be 200 signatures or more 
on such a petition and after checking the signatures 
the Board of Registrars found that there are less 
than the necessary signatures[#1]. Mr. Sieloff asked 
Mr. Mierzejewski to be patient and wait for the Docks 
Committee to finish their work.  Mr. Goerlach 
explained that Mr. Mierzejewski would have to start 
over with getting signatures on a new petition.

Mr. Goerlach said that the replacement sign for 
BAILEY 

Notice of the Bailey Road Turn has been ordered.
ROAD SIGN
Mr. Sieloff stated that Town Counsel has been
PETRICCA

working with all the attorneys to finish the 
SETTLEMENT

Petricca Settlement. Motion 13-157  Motion made 
by Mr. Ericson that the Board of Selectmen vote 
to approve the Settlement Agreement in the matter 
of Petricca Development LLC, et al. v. Berkshire 
Mall Group, Lanesborough Enterprises Newco LLC, 
the Baker Hill Road District and the Town of 
Lanesborough, Berkshire Superior Court, No. 2010-
00348A, in the form recommended by Town Counsel, 
and that the members of the Board of Selectmen be 
and hereby are authorized to sign the Settlement 
Agreement on behalf of the Town of Lanesborough[#2], 
seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.
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Motion 13-158   Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
APPOINTEMENT
appoint George Himmel as Veterans Grave Officer 
and to the American Legion Staff, seconded by 
Mr. Goerlach[#3]. Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-159   Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
APPOINTEMENT
appoint Paul Sieloff to the Sewer Enterprise Fund 
Committee, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-160   Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
VARIOUS

appoint Winslow Newton and James Ostrander as 
APPOINTMENTS
Council on Aging Van Drivers; Lisa Wellspeak as 
Custodian; Charles Durfee and William Decelles 
as Fire Inspectors; Edward Fahey as Health Agent; 
Nancy Simonds-Ruderman as Health Inspector; 
Michael McClay as Inspector of Animals; and 
Kathleen Adams, Christine Erb and Joan Weissbluth 
as Library Staff, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 
Unanimously voted.

The Board took the following off the Open 
OPEN

Projects: agreement with Petricca; Special Town 
PROJECTS

Meeting Minutes and the Town Hall ADA Ramp.  
LIST

Mr. Goerlach wants to know if something has been 
planned for using the Town gravel bed for residents 
to leave yard waste[#4].

Mr. Ericson asked if anything had been decided 
TOWN HALL

about how to park during an election. Mr. Ericson 
PARKING

made several suggestions about what to do. 
Mr. Sieloff said that Town Hall staff would park 
on Bridge Street.
Mr. Sieloff explained the changes to the Town’s 
ANNUAL

Annual Schedule of [#5].
SCHEDULE
Mr. Sieloff explained the need for IT work. Mr. 
IT

Sieloff said that in Hampshire County they have 
AGREEMENT

done an RFP for an IT services company which works 
with several towns.  Mr. Sieloff recommended signing 
a one year contract[#6]. Mr. Goerlach asked that it be 
put on the Annual Schedule.  Motion 13-161 Motion 
made by Mr. Ericson to accept the agreement from the 
Hampshire Council of Governments for IT services for 
the Town of Lanesborough for a 1-year period, 
seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Selectmen’s Items

SELECTMEN’S MEETING – OCTOBER 7, 2013 – PAGE 3

Mr. Ericson said that he has received a letter 
WMECO

from WMECO regarding the repairs to streetlights 
and they have fixed some of the billing errors. 
 Mr. Goerlach stated that Mr. Woodcock of 
Rosenburg Road asked that the light be left where 
it is.  

Mr. Ericson said that he received a call from 
STREET

a resident to check out the number of street 
LIGHTS

lights on Putnam Road.

The Board went over the recommendations of 
TOWN 

the energy conservation company as a result of 
BUILDINGS

their audit of Town buildings.
AUDIT
Mr. Goerlach asked if we can save money in the 
BOARD OF

Board of Health budget by maybe eliminating an 
HEALTH

Agent.  Mr. Sieloff said that he spoke with the 
Health Agent and the Health Agent said there was 
some extra money.

Mr. Goerlach stated that we also received a 
POLITICAL

letter from Rich Cohen about the signs on the 
SIGNS

dumpsters at the Town Garage.

Town Administrator’s Report

Mr. Sieloff presented an e-mail from Kelly Baumert 
CONDRON

laying out the rules for asking for an abatement 
on real estate taxes[#7]. Mr. Goerlach suggested 
having Mr. Condron file for abatements annually 
until the situation resolves itself. Mr. Goerlach 
said that he would be comfortable for allowing 
this for a year.  

Motion 13-162 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the August 26, 2013 meeting,[#8], 
MINUTES

seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-163 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the August 28, 2013 meeting,[#9], 
MINUTES

seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-164 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the September 23, 2013 Executive 
MINUTES

Session[#10], seconded by Mr.  Goerlach. Unanimously 

voted.
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Motion made by Mr. Ericson to adjourn, seconded 
MEETING

by Mr. Goerlach.  Unanimously voted.  Meeting 
ADJOURNED

adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Footnotes:

 1 Letter from Town Clerk re: Petition

 2 Petricca Settlement Agreement

 3 List of Appointments

 4 Open Projects

 5 Annual Schedule

 6 IT Agreement
 7 B & E Development Assessment

 8 August 23, 2013 Minutes

 9 August 28, 2013 Minutes

10 September 23, 2013 Minutes

