TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary
September 23, 2013   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach



Mr. Robert Ericson


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants: Warrants Signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Goerlach stated that he is signing the 
VENDOR

Town Vendor Warrant under the rule of necessity 
WARRANT

because one of the contractors to be paid he 
occasionally has a business relationship.

Motion 13-150   Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
ROAD

approve the Berkshire Gas Request to install gas 
OPENING

service at 10 Opechee Street with the stipulation 
PERMIT

that they bore under the road[#1], seconded by 
Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-151  Motion made by Mr. Ericson set 
HALLOWEEN

Halloween for Thursday, October 31, 2013 from 
5:00 pm to 7 pm., seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 
Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff recommended to the Board not to 
FIRE TRUCK

accept the trade-in and remove the heated camper 
mirrors from the purchase amount of the Fire 
Department truck. The Fire Department will pay for 
the mirrors separately.  Motion 13-152 Motion made 
by Mr. Ericson to accept the bid for the truck but 
not accepting the trade-in and remove the heated 
camper mirrors thus bringing the final cost to 
$49,985[2], seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 
voted.

Butch Garrity, Emergency Management Director 
EMERGENCY

attended the meeting to answer questions from 
MANAGEMENT

the Board.  Mr. Ericson asked if there is an 
evacuation plan in place for any future emergencies.  
Mr. Garrity stated that they do a “robo call” which 
is a reverse 911 that goes to all Lanesborough 
households. They had a meeting at the fire station, 
there is a representative from Council on Aging, and 
all senior citizens are called individually.  Mr. 
Ericson also asked if there is any set plan of action 
in place in case of a tornado and suggested a drill 
for a tornado warning at the school.
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Mr. Goerlach stated that the residents of Old 
STOP SIGNS

State Road are requesting stop signs at the 


intersection of Old State Road and Swamp Road.  
Mr. Goerlach said that the resident that originally 
complained said that no one will obey a “yield” sign.  
Mr. Ericson was concerned about signs because it is 
almost impossible to see when stopped at the 
intersection or when turning into Swamp Road from 
Old State Road.  The Police Chief and Highway 
Superintendent both suggested a yield sign. Motion 
13-152 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to install 2 stop 
signs at the Swamp and Old State Roads intersection[#3], 
seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Mierzejewski brought in a Petition to repeal 
PETITION

the dock By-law signed by residents. The Board 
directed him to the Town Clerk to have it stamped 
as received.
Mr. Sieloff stated that the Town received a bill 
RETIREMENT

from another municipality to help pay health 
HEALTH

insurance for a retiree who had been employed by 
INSURANCE

Lanesborough.  Mr. Sieloff reported that the Town 
Accountant said that in 2010 the State changed the 
law stating that the towns must share the cost of 
health insurance for retirees no matter where they 
are employed when they retire. It is not retroactive. 
In the future when employees leave the employ of 
Lanesborough, the Town Accountant and Treasurer will 
keep a record of how long they worked here.  Berkshire 
County Retirement Board also keeps tract of years of 
service.

Mr. Sieloff explained that at the previous meeting 
CONDRON

there was a request from the Board to authorize him 
to write a letter to the Assessors to consider an 
abatement for contamination. Mr. Ericson asked where 
the Town will draw the line in the future when others 
make the same request. Mr. Ericson asked that the 
Assessor work up the figures for the abatement on 
this property.

Mr. Sieloff said that Mr. Ericson took pictures 
TOWN HALL

of the front of Town Hall and any sign would have 
&

to be moved closer to the sidewalk so that it will 
LIBRARY

be visible from the south.  Mr. Goerlach said that 
SIGN

it will have to be far enough away from the sidewalk 
to allow for snow removal.  Mr. Goerlach also said 
that the tree which blocks the view could be pruned
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back.  Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with a 
proposed design made by Mr. Prendergast who is in 
the process of making a new sign for the Library. 
The cost is $475 for the Town Hall. Motion 13-153  
Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve the sign design 
presented by Mr. Prendergast in the amount of $475[#4], 
seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Selectmen’s Items

Mr. Ericson said that he has the RFP done for the 
SOLAR

solar panels to be installed in the Senior Center 
FIELD

property.  

Mr. Ericson said that copies of the streetlight 
STREET

survey and recommendations are available at the 
LIGHT

Post Office, Town Clerk’s Office and Library.  
SURVEY

Mr. Goerlach asked if there were going to be any 
other meetings because he has questions. Mr. 
Goerlach suggested he and Mr. Ericson set a date 
and time to review where the streetlights are that 
the Energy Committee is recommending removed.

Mr. Goerlach asked when the street paving would 
STREET

begin.  Mr. Sieloff said that street paving has 
&

started. The parking lots at Town Hall and Library 
PARKING

are done.  Mr. Goerlach asked about a bike rack.  
LOT

Mr. Sieloff said that Berkshire Regional Planning 
PAVING

had indicated that there might be grant money 
available but they have not gotten back to him as yet.

Motion 13-154  Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
CULTURAL

appoint Stephanie Abrams to the Northern 
COUNCIL

Berkshire Cultural Council for a 3-year term, 
seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Town Administrator’s Report

Mr. Sieloff said that he received some calls 
PAVING

regarding the milling of streets.  Mr. Sieloff 
STREETS

suggested in the future announcing when paving 
doing work affects the neighbors.   Mr. Ericson 
asked the Town Clerk about having residents’ e-mail 
addresses so that notification of Town events can 
be made.
Mr. Sieloff stated that the Library parking lot 
PARKING

is open and the ADA ramp is also open and 
LOTS

volunteers have been planting in the new boxes.
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Mr. Sieloff stated that the Energy Committee and 
ENERGY

he met with a contractor from WEMCO regarding 
COMMITTEE

rebates available for updating the Town Hall.

Motion 13-155 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the September 11, 2013 meeting,[#5], 

seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-156 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the September 11, 2013 Executive 

Session,[#], seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 

voted.

Motion made by Mr. Ericson to adjourn, seconded 
MEETING

by Mr. Goerlach.  Unanimously voted.  Meeting 
ADJOURNED

adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Footnotes:

 1 Berkshire Gas Road Opening Permit

 2 Fire Truck Bid

 3 Drawing for location of stop signs

 4 Town Hall Sign

 5 September 11, 2013 Minutes

