TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

July 24, 2013   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach



Mr. Robert Ericson


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants: Warrants Signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Motion 13-118 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
NATIONAL

approve the National Multiple Sclerosis Society 
MS SOCIETY

Annual Bike and Hike to be held September 21, 
BIKE & HIKE
2013 with the stipulation that the Police and 
Fire Departments are notified[#1], seconded by 
Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-119 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
PLANNING

appoint Ronald Tinkham to the Planning Board 
BOARD

until the Town Election in June, 2014[#2], 
seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-120 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
BERKSHIRE

approve the Berkshire Mall Tent Sale from July 
MALL

19, 2014 to August 19, 2014 the operator will 
OUTDOOR

be Diamond Rug, Inc. d/b/a Diamond Rug; this 
EVENT

permit will be conditioned on final approval 
by the Building Inspector of the location meeting 
all code requirements, including proof of proper 
tent fire rating/certificate of flame resistance, 
lit exit signs, and compliance with all ADA 
requirements.  Such Conditions to be maintained 
ongoing throughout the term of the event[#3], 
seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted. 

Marie Caccaviello, Executive Director of the 
BERKSHIRE

Berkshire Carousel, asked permission to serve 
CAROUSEL

wine at a Twilight Dinner Volunteer’s Recognition 
Party to be held at the Berkshire Mall on August 
2, 2013 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. There will be a TIP 
Certified bartender to serve. Motion 13-121  
Motion made by Mr. Ericson to permit beer and 
wine for Berkshire Carousel at their Twilight 
Dinner Volunteer’s Recognition Party at the 
Berkshire Mall in the Old Navy store location 
on August 2, 2013 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.[#4], 
seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.
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Marie Caccaviello also invited the Board to attend 
BERKSHIRE

an event to be held on August 5 at 9 a.m. at the 
CAROUSEL

Berkshire Museum. 

Chapter 61A: Mr. Sieloff explained that there are 
CHAPTER 61A
concerns about the location in relation to the 
RELEASE

old landfill.  Mr. Sieloff suggested that Glen 


Storie check with the Board of Health to check.  
Motion 13-122 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to waive 
the Town’s Right of First Refusal and sign a 
Non-exercise of First Refusal as follows: The 
undersigned Selectmen of the Town of Lanesborough 
hereby release and waive any option said Town may 
have by virtue of Section 9 of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 61A, SECTION 14 to purchase any portion 
of a parcel of land on Ore Bed Road containing 3.386 
acres and shown on a “Survey of land in Lanesborough, Massachusetts prepared for  David J. Plaza, Nathaniel 
M. Plaza and Carol E. Plaza – July 8, 2013, scale 1” 
= 100‘ ” which is being sold for consideration of 
$50,000.00 by David J. Plaza, Nathaniel M. Plaza and 
Carol E. Plaza to Glen Storie[#5], seconded by 
Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff explained that there are 2 candidates 
CANDIDATES

to interview for the Assistant Town Administrator/


Council on Aging position. Charis introduced Sandra 
Wheeler for the position and Lorna Gayle[#6-7].  

Charis Keeler stated that she will be happy to help 
COUNCIL ON

any way she can with the training of who ever is 
AGING

hired.

Al Terranova, Finance Committee regarding the lunch 
SCHOOL

program deficit[#8].  Mr. Ericson stated that the 
LUNCH

guidelines that have come from the state requires 
BUDGET

certain foods to be served to the students and there 
is a lot of waste.  Mr. Goerlach said that there has 
to be more oversight to make sure that the budget 
limits are met.  Mr. Sieloff stated that the budget 
for the lunch program was reviewed by the Town 
Accountant and the School District’s business manager.

Motion 13-123 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to accept 
MATERIALS

the bids as noted on the FY14 Materials Picked Up 
BIDS

as follows: Washed Sand @ $8.00 per ton picked up, 
PICKED UP
2 1/2“ Stone @ $10.00 per ton picked up 1 1/2” 
Processed Gravel @ $8.00 per ton picked up, Bank 
Run Gravel @ $7.50 per ton picked up from Adams 
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Stone and 3/4" stone @ $10.50 per ton picked up, 
MATERIALS

1 1/2“ Stone @ $10.50 per ton picked up from Lane[#9], 
BIDS

seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.
CONT’D
Motion 13-124 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to accept 
MATERIALS
the bids noted on the FY14 Materials as follows: 
BIDS
Washed Sand @ $12.15 Tri-Axle/$11.95 per ton Trailer 
DELIVERED
Dump delivered, 2 1/2” Stone @ $14.15 Tri-Axle/$13.95 
per ton Trailer Dump delivered, Processed Gravel @ 
$12.15 Tri-Axle/$11.95 per ton Trailer Dump delivered, 
Bank Run Gravel @ $11.65 Tri-Axle/$11.45 per ton 
Trailer Dump delivered from Stone and 3/4” Stone 
@ $15.30 per ton delivered, 3/4” Processed Gravel 
@ $14.80 per ton delivered from Lane[#10], seconded 
by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Goerlach asked if Newton had been notified of 
EQUIPMENT

the bids. Motion 13-125 Motion made by Mr. Ericson 
BIDS

to accept the low bids on the equipment for 
catchbasin from Maintenance Man, street sweeper/
with water system from Maintenance Man, rubber 
tired Drott or Gradall 26,000 lbs. minimum from 
JSSRJR, seconded by Mr. Goerlach[#11]. Unanimously 
voted.

Motion 13-126 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
EQUIPMENT

reject the bids from Milton Cat, seconded by 
BIDS

Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff explained that after the Board’s last 
FRACKING

meeting he contacted Environmental America 
regarding fracking and presented the Board with 
their response and information on fracking[#12].  
Mr. Goerlach is concerned about the fact that 
there is water well drilling in Town and he wanted 
to make sure that water well drilling would not be 
effected.  Mr. Goerlach is in favor of doing safe 
drilling and there are concerns about effects on 
drinking water.  Mr. Ericson said that the fracking
companies have been exempted from OSHA standards. 
Motion 13-127 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to support 
the letter concerning fracking in Massachusetts, 
seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted. 

Mr. Sieloff explained that the Library requested 
LIBRARY

that 4 trees be removed near the parking lot. The 
PARKING

Board agreed to have the trees removed.  Mr. Goerlach 
asked if the Library is going to plant trees.  
Mr. Sieloff said that they are planning on that.  
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Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with a list of 
SPECIAL

elected positions[#13] and stated that the Board 
ELECTION

can appoint to an elected position in most cases 

until the next Town Election.  Mr. Ericson said 

that he thinks there should be a special election 

in October for Selectman to serve until the Town 

Election in June 2014.  Mr. Sieloff stated that 
the Town Clerk will put together a list of dates 
that need to be met to have the Special Election[#14].  
Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to hold a Special 
Election for the Selectmen position only on Tuesday, 
October 15, 2013, seconded by Mr.  Ericson. 
Unanimously voted.

The Board set August meetings for August 7 and 
AUGUST

26, 2013.
MEETINGS
Selectmen’s Items

Mr. Ericson asked how many internet connects are 
REWIRING

in this room. Mr. Sieloff said that there are four.  
TOWN HALL

Mr. Sieloff said that the Town Hall has WiFi.  
FOR WiFi

Mr. Sieloff explained that Hunter Greene had been 
working with the IT Committee and he has advised 
rewiring the building so that there could be a
main server in the basement.  Mr. Greene has 
designed this system at no cost to the Town. 
Mr. Sieloff said that it will be located in the 
pool table room will be a secure cabinet to hold 
all the equipment.

Mr. Goerlach asked if Mr. Sieloff had heard from 
RETIREMENT

Town Counsel regarding his retirement.

Mr. Goerlach said that he spoke with Mr. Kelly 
MATT 

who lives near Matt Reilly’s Pub and is willing 
REILLY’S

to put the time on the deck back to 9 pm, with 
PUB

light music.

Administrator’s Report

Mr. Sieloff stated that the Town has have a 
SAFETY

Safety Committee in Town and the Town has 
COMMITTEE

received a grant in the amount of $5,000 for a 
safety trailer for the Highway Department. Use 
of this trailer can be shared with the Fire 
Department, as well.
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Mr. Sieloff said that he, the Town Accountant 
MOODY’S

and Treasurer participated in an hour long 
RATING

interview with Moody’s Investors Service[#15]. 
The Town has been reconfirmed at an A1 rating.  
This is a good rating for a small Town.

Motion 13-128 Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the June 24, 2013 meeting[#16], 
MINUTES

seconded by Mr. Ericson. Unanimously voted. 

Motion 13-129 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the June 27, 2013 meeting[#17], seconded 
MINUTES

by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted. 

Motion 13-130 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the July 15, 2013 meeting[#18], 
MINUTES

seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-131 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the July 15, 2013 executive, 
MINUTES

session[#19], seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 

voted.

Mr. Sieloff said that the ramp at Town Hall is 
RAMP

ready but it needs to be inspected by the Building 
Inspector and the designing engineer. There is also 
a need for black top to even out the pavement near 
the beginning of the ramp and stairs.

After much discussion about the qualifications of 
ASSISTANT

the two candidates interviewed for the Assistant
TOWN ADMIN

Town Administrator/Council on Aging Director, it 
COA

was decided by the Board that the Board needed more 
DIRECTOR

information and would meet at 9:00 a.m. Monday, 
July 29, 2013 to announce their decision.
Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to adjourn, seconded 
MEETING

by Mr. Ericson.  Unanimously voted.  Meeting 
ADJOURNED

adjourned at 9:45 p.m.

Footnotes:

 1 National Multiple Sclerosis Society Annual Bike and Hike
 2 Citizen Participation – Planning Board

 3 Mall Tent Sale
 4 Twilight Dinner Volunteer’s Recognition Party
 5 Non-Exercise of First Refusal

 6 Resume Sandra Wheeler

 7 Resume Lorna Gayle

 8 School Lunch Deficit

 9 Bid Materials Picked Up

10 Bid Materials Delivered
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11 Equipment Bids

12 Fracking Information

13 Elected Personnel

14 Special Election Information

15 Moody’s Investors Service
16 June 24, 2013 Minutes

17 June 27, 2013 Minutes

18 July 15, 2013 Minutes

19 July 15, 2013 Executive Session Minuets
