July 23, 2012   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach


Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


Mr. Robert Barton


Mr. Joseph Kellogg, Interim Town Administrator

Warrants:  Warrants signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Kellogg explained the issue of the boom mower.  
MOWING

The Town of Hancock has requested that the 

Lanesborough Highway department help them out with 

their mowing. Mr. Decelles has put together a cost 

estimate.   Mr. Kellogg feels that since the Highway 

Department is short a full-time man and since we 

told the voters that we had to cut the budget and 

this is how we did it.  Mr. Prendergast asked if the 

cost estimate was a "break even" price.  Mr. Decelles 

said that it is.  Mr. Prendergast said that he can 

see us spending a lot of time on this and there should 

be some financial benefit to the town.  Mr. Kellogg 

said that the Baker Hill Road District is also asking 

the Highway Department to mow the sides of the 

Connector Road. Mr. Barton said that he feels that we 

should do this.  The Board suggested $133/hour for 

the Town of Hancock and it is only the mowing, does 

not include clean up.  Motion made by Mr. Barton to 

provide the mowing to Hancock for $133.00 per hour, 

seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.  The 

Board asked that Mr. Decelles put together a price 

for mowing the Connector Road.

Mr. Kellogg said that the Legislature has not voted 
HIGHWAY 

on the Chapter 90 money and it has to be done by 
PROJECTS

July 31, 2012.  The Town has $160,950.89 available.  

The proposed 2012 Chapter 90 projects are to pave 

the streets that we could not do last year because 

we ran out of money.  Mr. Decelles indicated that 

he would like to repair and replace catch basins 

and swales before paving, Bridge Street $44,000; 

Billings Street, $33,000 and Goodell Road $28,000 

(covers only the existing pavement).  This totals 

$105,000. Proposed guardrail replacement: 2 sections 

of Bailey Road $12,000 and reset 1 section Bailey 

Road $3,000 (still waiting for a firm quote on this).  

This totals $15,000. That leaves $40,950.89 of which 

we need to earmark money toward 25% town’s share of 

the Putnam Road culvert replacement. Mr. Decelles 

would like to use the remaining money for drainage 
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issues he received quotes on in 2010.  Mr. Goerlach 

would like to also bring the Putnam Road funds to 

the Special Town Meeting in the fall.

Mr. Kellogg explained the necessity of the hearing 
CHANGE OF

regarding the BHG Lanesborough, LLC to change the 
DBA

dba on their alcohol license.  Motion made by 
HEARING

Mr. Barton to allow the change in the dba name from 

Bennigan’s Grill & Tavern to The Garden Grill & 

Tavern, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously 

voted.

Chief Bashara reported that the cost of an all-wheel 
CRUISERS

drive cruiser to replace the 2008 wrecked cruiser is 

approximately $31,962.  Mr. Kellogg stated that 

unless the Finance Committee agrees to this it will 

not be happening until a Special Town Meeting is 

held.

Chief Bashara reported that an individual in Town 
TASERS

has offered to donate $600 toward the purchase of 

tasers.  Mr. Kellogg stated that this request can 

be put on the Special Town Meeting Warrant in the 

Fall.  Motion made by Mr. Barton to endorse Chief 

Bashara’s request to purchase tasers, seconded by 

Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Motion made by Mr. Barton to sign the Memorandum 
SHERIFF’S

of Understanding with the Berkshire County Sheriff's 
VEHICLE

Department for the use of one of their vehicles, 

seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Mr. Goerlach said no 

he feels that the town should stick to the vehicles 

we have. Motion passed 2-1.

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to approve the 
ACCEPTED

July 18, 2012 minutes, seconded by Mr. Barton.  
MINUTES

Unanimously voted. Mr. Goerlach abstained as

he was not at the meeting

Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve the 
ACCEPTED

July 18, 2012 minutes executive session as amended,
MINUTES

seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously 

voted. Mr. Goerlach abstained as he was not at the 

meeting

Mr. Barton nominated Mr. Goerlach to continue
REORGANIZATION
as Chairman of the Board of Selectmen, seconded  

by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.
SELECTMEN’S MEETING – JULY 23, 2012 – PAGE 3

Mr. Barton suggested asking Bruce Durwin to join 
TOWN

the Town Administrator Search Committee because 
ADMIN.

he was involved in the search for the Interim Town 
SEARC
H

Administrator. Motion made by Mr. Barton to appoint 
COMMITTEE

Bruce Durwin, Kenneth Applebaum, John Friend, Barb 

Hassan, Claire Kristensen, Tim Sorrell, Ron Tinkham 

and Bill Prendergast subject to their agreement to 

serve on the Town Administrator Search Committee, 

seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted. 

Mr. Kellogg suggested the week of August 6th to 

schedule the first meeting to organize.

Mr. Goerlach congratulated the 2012 Lanesborough 
CALRIPKEN

Bulldogs on their winning the 11U CalRipken Western 
WESTERN

Mass State Championship.  Mr. Goerlach also explained 
MASS

that the team is trying to raise the funds needed 
CHAMPS

to enable them to compete in the N.E. Regional 

Tournament in Norton, MA August 3-10. 

Mr. Barton said that he has a prospect as a 
FINANCE

replacement on the Finance committee and he 
COMMITTEE

wants to speak with the Finance Committee about 

this.

Mr. Barton suggested having a meeting with Marc 
TIME

Bellora about the WiredWest.  Mr. Kellogg stated 
WARNER

that he spoke with Mr. Bellora and suggested that 

Mr. Barton should meet with Mr. Bellora and Mr. 

Kellogg to discuss the town's options.  Mr. Tinkham 

asked about talking to Time Warner.  Mr. Kellogg 

stated that he spoke with a representative of Time 

Warner and they indicated that they are not 

interested in coming to Lanesborough.

Public Comment:

Mr. Decelles stated that the barrels are gone 
TRASH

from the causeway.  Mr. Decelles said that he will 
PICKUP

have to replace them.  Mr. Goerlach said that he 


has extra.  Mr. Kellogg stated that Mr. Decelles

spoke with Black Diamond to do an extra pickup

each week.

Town Administrator Report

Mr. Kellogg stated that Savoy has approved joining 
MCCANN

the McCann District and now the agreement can be 

drawn up.
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Mr. Kellogg checked with town counsel about the 
DOCKS

Selectmen formulating regulations governing docks 

and they cannot.

Mr. Kellogg said that the Attorney General’s 
ZONING

Office has rejected the Zoning By-Law re-
BY-LAWS

codification.  Mr. Friend will start the process 

again and will be ready for the Fall Special Town 

Meeting.

Mr. Kellogg said that the Town Moderator is in 
MT GREYLOCK
the process of setting up a meeting with the 
SCHOOL

Williamstown and Lanesborough Selectmen and the 
COMMITTEE

Mt. Greylock school board to appoint an interim 

school committee member.

Selectmen's Items

Mr. Barton presented the board with a list of 
PROJECT

meetings and his revised format for the project 
LIST

roster.

Mr. Prendergast asked where we are in the Baker 
CONNECTOR

Hill Road District performance report.  Mr. Kellogg 
ROAD

said that he is going to have discussion with Town 


Counsel before he advises the board.

Mr. Prendergast stated that there is a large 
BEAVER

beaver dam on the south side of the Miner Road 
DAMS

bridge.  Mr. Goerlach stated that he thinks the 

Highway Department is working on it.

Mr. Prendergast said that he is received another 
ELECTRICITY
offer to change electricity suppliers.  Mr. Kellogg 
SUPPLIER

said that there will be a lot of offers now.  You 

can opt out of Colonial Power anytime.

Mr. Goerlach stated that he had called Mr. Sinopoli 
ZBA

about the zoning by-laws not being approved by the 

Attorney General's office and he will be getting 

his papers in to the ZBA.

Mr. Goerlach asked about the support for the 
CAROUSEL

Carousel.  Mr. Kellogg said that he spoke with 

Maria Caccaviello and Mall Manager Joe Scelsi 

about the grant they are looking at.  Mr. Kellogg 

reminded them that if they take money from the State 

they will have to abide by State contract law and 

that could be very expensive.
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Mr. Goerlach said that he wrote down information 
LAKE

for several boats parked at docks on the lake but 

they do not belong to residents of the streets.  

Mr. Kellogg said that these complaints can go to 

the DEP.  Mr. Barton said that the complaints 

should be handled by a town employee not the 

Harbormaster.  Mr. Goerlach asked that the list 

be given to Lee Hauge tomorrow night.

Mr. Goerlach stated that there are no white stop 
ROUTE 8

lines on Route 8 exit from the Mall.

Other Business:

Motion to accept Martha Freedman's resignation 
RESIGNATION
from the Board of Registrars with regrets, 

seconded by Mr. Prendergast.  We will need a 

Democrat to replace her.

Mr. Barton would like to see someone on the 
APPOINTMENTS
Ashuwillticook Rail Trail Committee who uses the 

trail.  Mr. Goerlach said that he would like to 

see Peter continue as the representative and 

possibly a second person if we can have one.

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to appoint Robert 
APPOINTMENTS
Barton and Robert Ericson to the Alternative Energy 

Committee and Peter Gallant to the Ashuwillticook 

Rail Trail Committee, seconded by Mr. Barton. 

Unanimously voted.  Mr. Barton suggested changing the 

name of the Alternative Energy Committee to Energy 

Futures.

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to go into 
EXECUTIVE

executive session for the purpose of discussing 
SESSION

Collective Bargaining & Pending Litigation and 

to reconvene to open session, seconded by Mr. Barton. 

Unanimously voted. Mr. Prendergast, yes; Mr. Barton,

yes; Mr. Goerlach, yes.

Motion made by Mr. Barton to adjourn,  
MEETING

seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.
ADJOURNED

Meeting adjourned at 9:55 p.m.
