TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

Submitted by Diane Stevens, Town Secretary

July 22, 2014
Present:
Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman


Mr. Robert Ericson


Mr. Henry Sayers


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants:
Warrants Signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 6:00 p.m.

Public Comment
Harbormaster Lee Hauge gave Board of Selectmen an update about Jet Ski race on Pontoosuc Lake.  Mr. Hauge asked if the Board could take action for future events of this nature by making the participants clean their vessels before they put them into the lake using a protocol approved by Lanesborough Harbormaster.  Mr. Hauge also asked if the Board could notify the residents who reside in the area where race took place before another race take place.  Participants are to only use the lake during races.  
Mr. Goerlach commented about a black and white personal water craft that races across the lake.  Mr. Hauge stated that the speed limit on the lake is 45 mph. Mr. Hauge stated that there is a dispatch to call the Environmental Police if someone sees a vehicle on the lake travelling at an excessive speed.  He stated that the number should be posted on the website and if it was not that he would put it on.  
Mr. Hauge asked the Board to send thank you letters to Jim McGrath who provided boat ramp monitors to interview participants and arranged for a hot water cleaning station which cleaned the vessels before they went into the lake.  Mr. Hauge stated that he sent addresses and potential language for letter to Mr. Sieloff.  Mr. Hauge would also like a letter to go to Tom Flannery of the DCR who volunteered to lend a hot water cleaning station.  Mr. Sieloff stated that he and his secretary, Diane Stevens would send out letters.  Mr. Goerlach also asked about complaints from the event.  
Mr. Hauge also noted that a letter was received from George Nardin.  Mr. Nardin complained that it was the Harbormaster’s duty to keep the rights of way clear and keep unauthorized docks out of the lake.  Mr. Hauge explained that the issue of rights of way are a personal civil matter and not the Harbormaster’s job.  Mr. Hauge asked Mr. Sieloff to notify Mr. Nardin.  Another complaint was Orchard St and a right of way regarding the channeling of water into the lake.  Mr. Hauge said that he and his neighbor are trying to correct these problems. Mr. Goerlach asked if Mr. Nardin was on one of the committees.  Mr. Hauge stated that he would be a good person to add.  
Robert Barton asked that the Selectmen appoint a small resolution committee to discuss dock bylaws.  Mr. Goerlach stated that he would take it under advisement.

Ron Tinkham, on behalf of the residents on Sunrise Street, came before the Board of Selectmen to ask if a “no dogs” sign could be placed on the beach at the end of Sunrise Street.  Mr. Tinkham stated that visitors to the beach were not cleaning up after their dogs.  Mr. Sayers asked if it would ban dogs completely.  Mr. Goerlach asked where the residents would go to give their dogs’ access to the water and Mr. Tinkham stated they could use the access at the boat ramp on Ocean Street.  Motion 14-137.  Motion made by Mr. Sayers to put up “no dogs” sign on the Town beach, seconded by Mr. Ericson.  Unanimously voted. 
Mr. Tinkham stated to the Board that they need a feasibility study/educational plan and that he had put an outline together.  Mr. Goerlach stated that he believes it is provided by the engineer.  Mr. Tinkham believes it shouldn’t be dictated by the firm hired but by the Town.  Mr. Goerlach thinks it is dictated by the school committee.  Mr. Goerlach said he is going to the meeting on the 24th and asked that Mr. Sieloff email him Mr. Tinkham’s outline.  Mr. Ericson asked that Mr. Sieloff email each member of the Board.
Permit(s), Contract(s), Use of Town Property and Appointment(s) - Road Opening Permit – 7 Opeeche Street

Road opening permit to connect property at 7 Opeeche Street to Town sewer was presented to the Board of Selectmen.  Mr. Goerlach stated that the application did not have the name of the contractor.  Mr. Sieloff stated that the application was for D. Condron Construction.  Motion 14-138.  Motion to approve the permit, as per the recommendation of the Highway Superintendent that the trench be covered with 4” of concrete and that the Superintendent be notified when repair work commences, made by Mr. Ericson, seconded by Mr. Sayers.  Unanimously voted.[#1]
Proposed community meeting on K-12 District
Robert Barton wanted to request that if the Board of Selectmen endorse the idea of a meeting around the K-12 idea that the Board and Mr. Sieloff drive the meeting like the meeting that had been about enrollment but get input from school committee members.  

Mr. Sieloff spoke of the previous enrollment meeting they had. Mr. Tinkham believes that we should have a similar meeting in relation to discussions on the potential of a K-12 district led by Town leadership. Mr. Ericson stated that we should set up a meeting.  Mr. Goerlach asked Mr. Sieloff to add this to the next agenda to set a date for September or October.
Solar Project update
Mr. Ericson stated that the Energy Committee was meeting on July 23rd to discuss solar options.  Mr. Ericson stated that he sent around emails and that QBEC funds are relatively cheap on loan.  Mr. Goerlach stated it still is a high cost even though it’s low interest.  
Fuel Efficient Vehicle Policy for Green Community Application

Mr. Ericson wanted to check into the potential of purchasing a fuel efficient SUV for the police department. Mr. Sieloff stated that he had asked Chief Bashara to look at the State contract relative to the purchase of a new vehicle but Chief Bashara had not responded yet.  Mr. Sieloff stated that the purchase price of hybrid vehicles are about $5,000/$10,000 more.  Mr. Ericson stated that it may be more up front but if we check mileage, etc. it may be more cost effective over time.   Mr. Goerlach stated that he didn’t believe it would be cost effective but they would need to check hours of operation not mileage for potential savings.  

Streetlights Proposal – next 20 locations 
Board of Selectmen after closely reviewing the 18 street lights that had been proposed to be red capped decided that the following street lights should be covered.[#2]
●
Old State Road:  Every other pole on south end will be red capped 

and poles on north end will be left as is.  
●
South Main Street:  Pole on list will be red capped.  
●
Longview Road:  Pole on list will be red capped.  
●
Juleann Drive:  Pole on list will be red capped.  
●
Brodie Mountain Road:  Mr. Ericson wants to add light on bottom of


the hill not on top. Pole will be moved to intersection of Brodie

and Route 7. 
Board stated that if residents disagree they can call and it will be addressed.  
Proposal by Pittsfield Community TV for operations assistance
Paul Sieloff asked that the Board of Selectmen support a proposal for Pittsfield TV to take over broadcasting Selectmen and Town meetings. Proposal would be for us to buy a piece of equipment for approximately $10,000.  Mr. Sieloff stated that there is money in the account which is dedicated to TV operations.  
Phase I would be approx. $8,000 per year which would allow for an engineer 2 hours a week and 10 hours per month to film Selectmen and School Board meetings.  

Phase II would be purchasing the equipment which would replace our existing equipment which is very outdated.  It would also allow remote control from Pittsfield.  
Phase III would be to put a Lanesborough member on their Board of Directors.  
Mr. Ericson asked if we would have to purchase equipment for the school also and Mr. Sieloff said no.  
Mr. Ericson stated that we needed to get the information out to the public.  Mr. Goerlach asked Mr. Sieloff which package he is proposing.  Mr. Sieloff stated that he is just asking for conceptual support from the Board to get a formal proposal.  Motion 14-139.  Motion to support continuing negotiations and discussion on how to effectively provide coverage for meetings from PCTV made by Mr. Ericson, seconded by Mr. Sayers.  Unanimously voted.

Proposed Narragansett Bridge MASSDOT letter
Mr. Sieloff presented the Board a proposed letter to be submitted to MASSDOT regarding the proposed bridge/causeway at Narragansett Avenue.  Mr. Goerlach wants to speak with William Decelles to see when MASSDOT wants these suggestions.  Mr. Goerlach wants to know if it is still in early area of design.  Mr. Sieloff to follow up to see if Board should send letter as is or are some topics already decided.  Bring up at next meeting if necessary.  
Equipment Rentals and Materials Bids for FY 2015 

Memorandum from Highway Superintendent William Decelles with list of low bidders to be awarded bids.[#3]  Mr. Ericson stated that he did not see anything about the equipment bid.  Mr. Sieloff said it was a tie and he was waiting to see what to do in the case of a tie.  Mr. Decelles says he can wait until August 11th.  Matter will be put on next agenda. Motion 14-140.  Motion to approve the list as written made by Mr. Ericson, seconded by Mr. Sayers.  Unanimously voted.
Highway Superintendent Contract

Mr. Sieloff stated that at the last meeting the Board asked him to modify the existing contract.  Mr. Sieloff stated that he made the requested changes.  Mr. Sieloff stated that he would like to suggest a motion for the Board to accept the contract conditional on Town Counsel approving it.  Mr. Goerlach and the Board want the matter to come back after it has been approved by counsel.  The Board wants this issue to be placed on the next agenda.
Selectmen’s Items
Mr. Goerlach wanted to let people know that Putnam Road is now completely closed.  MASSDOT denied Mr. Goerlach’s request to put up a sign, stating that the Town should handle it.  Mr. Sieloff stated that it is on the Town website.  Mr. Sieloff will make sure that the fire department places it on their sign and that signs have also been put up.
Mr. Goerlach asked about building inspector complaint.  Mr. Sieloff stated that he needs to call complainant.  Mr. Sieloff stated that he thinks that the complainant was speaking to the assistant building inspector but needs to clarify this.  Will get back to Board as soon as he verifies.
Mr. Sayers asked Mr. Sieloff to have the Police Department and Dog Officer check on the beach on Sunrise Street.
Town Administrator Report
Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with a Memo from the Board of Health Agent (Ed Fahey) asking for modifications of hours.  Mr. Sieloff stated that he is going to advertise for this position and will get back to the Board.[#4]  
Mr. Sieloff discussed the status of paving on Bailey Road.  Conference call made to William Decelles for clarification.  Board agreed not to change the original plan.

Approve Minutes 

Motion 14-141.  Motion made by Mr. Sayers to approve the Minutes of June 23, 2014, seconded by Mr. Ericson[#5].  Unanimously voted.

Motion 14-142.  Motion made by Mr. Sayers to approve the Minutes of July 15, 2014, seconded by Mr. Ericson.  Unanimously voted.

Adjournment 
Motion made by Mr. Sayers to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Ericson[#6].  Unanimously voted. Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Footnotes:

 1 Road opening permit

 2 Streetlight spreadsheet

 3 Material bid award memo

 4 Memo from BOH

 5 June 23, 2014 Minutes

 6 July 15, 2014 Minutes
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