TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

July 15, 2013   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach



Mr. Robert Ericson


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants: Warrants Signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Virginia Mach stated that she was in last 
MS. MACH

month asking that the Town’s landscaping stones 
be removed from her property and they have not 
been removed.  Mr. Sieloff will check into it.

Parking Ticket hearing opened by Mr. Goerlach. 
PARKING

Armando Chaires explained that he is the manager 
HEARING

of the Garden & Grill at Berkshire Mall and he 
was parked for a short time to unload supplies. 
Officer Lepicier stated that the Officer who wrote 
the ticket (Officer Rathbun) saw the car park in a 
“Parking Within A Prohibited Area” he continued 
his rounds, when he returned the car was still 
parked illegally, so he issued the ticket.  Mr. 
Goerlach stated that we do not normally waive these 
tickets.  Mr. Ericson stated that we always 
encourage people not to park in a fire lane.  The 
Board ruled that Mr. Chaires would have to pay the 
ticket.
Mr. Sieloff said that they are looking for 
PLANNING

volunteers to sit on the Planning Board until 
BOARD

the next election.  Mr. Sieloff is also checking 
on whether or not a Selectman can sit.  
Mr. Goerlach suggested asking if the Town 
Administrator can sit on a board temporarily.

Mr. Ericson said that they will also need someone 
MT GREYLOCK
for the Mount Greylock School Committee.

Motion 13-111 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
STORM

approve the Application/Permit to Maintain a 
SEWER

Direct Connection To the Municipal Separate 
HOOKUP

Storm Sewer System requested by Peter Oakley at 
23 Prospect Street[#1], seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 
Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-112 Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to 
ASSESSORS

appoint Kelly Baumert to the Board of Assessors 
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for a three-year term, seconded by Mr. Ericson. 
Unanimously voted.

Town Accountant, Bruce Durwin stated that he 
CHAPTER 44

met with the Finance Committee and suggested a 
TRANSFERS

number of transfers from the Reserve fund and 
also transfers under Chapter 44 section 33B and 
the Finance Committee approved now the Selectmen 
need to approve the transfers as well[#2]. Sieloff 
stated that these accounts have been under-funded 
in the past, so extra money is being added. 
Motion 13-113 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve 
the transfers in the sum of $48,272.89, seconded by 
Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff stated that he has spoken about the 
ASSISTANT

importance of having people in place for successful 
TOWN

transitions when staff leave.  This can be 
SECRETARY

accomplished by appointing Lisa Wellspeak as 
Assistant Town Secretary, she will be working with 
Mr. Sieloff and Carmella Scarselletta a couple of 
hours a day.  Motion 13-114 Motion made by 
Mr. Ericson to appoint Lisa Wellspeak as Assistant 
Town Secretary for one year, seconded by 
Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Gordon Zaks spoke representing the Energy 
STREET

Committee, regarding the streetlights.  They 
LIGHTS

visited every street light with the help of 5 
REPORT

Mt. Greylock students. Mr. Zaks reported that 
there have been billing errors for several years 
in that amount of approximately $400 per year. 
Mr. Zaks would like to send a letter to Western 
Mass Electric Company[#3]. The Board okayed sending 
the letter.  Mr. Zaks also reported that there 
are 12 items for maintenance and changes and 
presented a letter regarding these changes as 
well[#4]. Mr. Zaks would like to move lights to 
even out the lighting on several roads.  
Mr. Goerlach would like to take the list and 
drive past these locations to see which lights 
are affected.

Mr. Sieloff explained that the Library has 
TREE

requested that some trees be removed near the 
REMOVAL

Library parking lot.  The one in the back is 
LIBRARY

mostly dead and the Highway Superintendent said 
PARKING

that they could take it down.  The Highway 
LOT

Superintendent does not feel they can remove the 
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one in the front.  Removing the trees would allow 
TREE
the increase in size of the parking lot.  
CONT’D
Mr. Goerlach would like to review the plans for 
the ADA ramp and the parking lot before deciding 
about removing trees.

Mr. Sieloff said that he would like to see a 
NEW SIGN

new sign like the Police Department sign for 
TOWN HALL

Town Hall and the Library.  Mr. Goerlach said 
LIBRARY

that he would prefer something more traditional 
like the previous Police Department sign.
Mr. Sieloff presented the board with the 
FIRE

specifications for the Fire Department vehicle 
CHIEF’S

under the State contract in the amount of 
VEHICLE

$32,985 which is under budget[#5].  Mr. Ericson 
stated that he would like to get a hybrid.  
Mr. Sieloff stated that he was told that it 
would cost an additional $10,000. Motion 13-115 
Motion made by Mr. Ericson to accept the proposal 
for the Fire Chief’s vehicle, seconded by 
Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Goerlach asked about the status of the 
TOWN ADMIN/
Town Administrator/COA Director.  Mr. Sieloff 
COA POSITION
said that he is still interviewing and would 
like to have 2 to 3 applicants to meet the 
Board.

Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with the Tax 
TAX

Settlement Agreement with Berkshire Mall[#6], which 
SETTLEMENT

has been recommended by Town Counsel. Motion 13-116 
AGREEMENT

Motion made by Mr. Ericson to accept the Tax 
Settlement Agreement with the Berkshire Mall, 
seconded by Mr. Goerlach.  Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with a list of 
SPECIAL

elected positions[#7] and stated that the Board 
ELECTION

can appoint to an elected position in most cases 
until the next Town election.  Mr. Ericson said 
that he thinks there should be a special election 
in October for Selectman to serve until June 30, 
2014.

Mr. Goerlach suggested making the Tree Warden 
TREE 

position appointed.  Mr. Sieloff will look into 
WARDEN

adding it to the Town Meeting Warrant.

Selectmen’s Items
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Mr. Ericson asked about union contracts.  
UNION

Mr. Sieloff said that the 2 contracts expire 
CONTRACTS

June 30, 2014 and negotiations will start about 
6 months prior to that.

Mr. Ericson asked about department budgets.  
DEPARTMENT

Mr. Sieloff explained that as a Selectman will 
BUDGETS

receive a packet showing what departments have 
spent.

Mr. Ericson asked questions about unaccepted 
UNACCEPTED

streets and how the Town decides what work 
STREET

can be done on them.  Mr. Goerlach said that 
the “Indian Streets” are not accepted streets 
so they are only graded so that the plows can 
clear them of snow.

Mr. Ericson asked about the wet marks in the 
TOWN HALL

basement.  Mr. Goerlach said that before the 
PAVING

paving is done on the parking lot he would 
like to have a catchbasin placed and piped to 
the drain in the street.

Mr. Ericson asked about the back up system for 
COMPUTER

the Town Hall computers.  Mr. Sieloff is looking 
BACK UP

into that for when we get the new computer systems 
rewired.  Mr. Ericson suggested having a backup 
system copy kept at the school as well as Town Hall.

Mr. Ericson asked if there are defibrillators 
AED &

in all the Town buildings.  Mr. Sieloff said that 
CPR

there are and there has been defibrillator and 
CPR training.

Mr. Ericson asked if there is a tornado shelter 
EMERGENCY

plan in place for Lanesborough.  Mr. Goerlach 
SHELTER

said that the only place that may be set up for 
shelter is the school. Mr. Sieloff said that he 
will call MEMA tomorrow and find out how to proceed.

Mr. Goerlach said that he received a complaint 
V’s

from a resident of Gulf Road about V’s Dog House.  
DOG HOUSE
Mr. Goerlach received a complaint from Mr. Kelly 
MATT

a neighbor of Matt Reilly’s Pub.  Mr. Goerlach 
REILLY’S

asked about having Mrs. Reilly cut back music on 
PUB

the deck to 10 p.m. and that he would report 
back to the Board
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Administrator’s Report

Mr. Sieloff asked about the schedule of August 
AUGUST

meetings.   Mr. Goerlach said that he had to 
MEETINGS

check but he thinks he will be out of town on 
August 26.
Motion 13-117 Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to 
EXECUTIVE

enter into Executive Session pursuant to M.G.L. 
SESSION
c. 30A, 21(a)(2) to conduct strategy sessions in 
preparation for negotiations with nonunion 
personnel and reconvene to open session, seconded 
by Mr. Ericson. Unanimously voted. Mr. Ericson, 
yes and Mr. Goerlach, yes.
Motion made by Mr. Ericson to adjourn, seconded 
MEETING

by Mr. Goerlach.  Unanimously voted.  Meeting 
ADJOURNED

adjourned at 10:50 p.m.

Footnotes:

 1 Sewer connection

 2 Budget Transfer Forms
 3 Street light billing error report

 4 Street light changes needed

 5 Fire Chief’s Vehicle Forms
 6 Berkshire Mall settlement agreement

 7 List of Elected Positions
