TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

June 24, 2013   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach



Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


Mr. Robert Barton


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants: Warrants Signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Prendergast spoke in tribute to Bill DiLego 
MOMENT OF
and asked for a moment of silence.
SILENCE
Marie Caccaviello, Executive Director of the 
BERKSHIRE

Berkshire Carousel, thanked the Selectmen and 
CAROUSEL

the Town for their support in aiding the 
Carousel to obtain a grant in the amount of 
$250,000.  

Helen Reilly, Owner of Matt Reilly’s Pub, 
MATT

requesting an entertainment permit for a DJ 
REILLY’S

playing soft music on the deck and also an 
PUT

extension of the deck hours on Saturdays only 
8 p.m. to 11 p.m. or 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Motion 13-091 Motion made by Mr. Prendergast 
to allow DJ playing soft music on the deck and 
an extension of the deck hours on Saturdays 
from 7:00 to 10:30, seconded by Mr. Barton. 
Unanimously voted.

Berkshire Gas Company requested three Road 
ROAD

Opening Permits: 10 and 69 Narragansett Avenue
OPENING

to install new gas service and 243 Narragansett
PERMITS

Avenue to retire inactive gas service[#1,2,3]. 
Motion 13-092 Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve 
the Road Opening Permits requested by Berkshire 
Gas Company for the installation of new gas 
service at 10 and 69 Narragansett Avenue and to 
retire inactive gas Service at 243 Narragansett 
Avenue, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously 
voted. Motion 13-093 Motion made by Mr. Barton to 
amend the motion to stipulate that for 10 
Narragansett Avenue that Berkshire Gas Company 
bore under the road to install service, seconded 
by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.
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Federal Excess Personal Property Cooperative 
FEDERAL

Agreement[#4]. Motion 13-094 Motion made by 
EXCESS

Mr. Barton to approve the Federal Excess Personal 
PERSONAL

Property Cooperative Agreement with the MD of Con 
PROPERTY

Forest Fire Control, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 
Unanimously voted. 

Department of Defense Firefighting Program 
DEFENSE FIRE-
Cooperative Agreement[#5].  Motion 13-095 Motion 
FIGHTING
made by Mr. Barton to approve the Department 
of Defense Firefighting Program Cooperative 
Agreement, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 
Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff explained that he, Bruce Durwin, and 
APPOINTMENT
Bob Ericson reviewed all resumes and interviewed 
TOWN CLERK

several candidates and all recommend Ruth Knysh as 
Town Clerk[#6]. Motion 13-096 Motion made by 
Mr. Barton to appoint Ruth Knysh as Town Clerk, 
seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff explained that 11 people have 
APPOINTMENTS
requested appointment to the Dock Committee.  
DOCK

Mr. Barton asked that the Town charge the 
COMMITTEE

committee with duties. He feels that the 
committee should meet and come up with 2 or 3 
alternatives that can be presented at Town Meeting.  
Motion 13-097  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to 
appoint Wendy Carron, William Gero, Lee Hauge, 
John Hickey, Bill Kristensen, Rick Murphy, Linda 
Overbaugh, Rita Quirk, Eleanor Rosier, Patty 
Simonetta, Ron Tinkham, Tim Flanagan and Tim 
Barnaby to the Docks Committee, seconded by 
Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted. Mr. Barton made 
a preliminary charge to the committee, requesting 
that the committee propose a by-law regarding 
docks, floats and moorings in front of public 
rights of way, private rights of way and private 
property.
Ms. Mach asking that landscaping stones be 
MS. MACH

removed near the cement circular spring on her 
property. The Board agreed to have them removed.
The Lanesborough Water District is requesting 
ROAD

a road opening permit for installing a new 
OPENING

water mains and new house connections on Sunrise 
PERMIT

Street[#7].  Mr. Sieloff explained that he, Bill 
WATER
Decelles and the Water District Director agreed with 
DISTRICT
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the list stipulated by Mr. DeCelles. Motion 13-098 
ROAD
Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to allow road 
OPENING
opening permit with stipulations as follows: Water 
CONT’D
Dept. will compact every 12” of backfill; Water 

Dept. will supply 18” of processed gravel on the top 

18” of the trench; Water Dept. shall provide future 
taps at the vacant lots; Water Dept. and the Town 
will work on a joint paving effort when the project 
is completed; Water Dept. shall make sure the trenches 
are covered at the end of the work day; Water Dept.

shall be responsible for any emergency situation that 

occurs as a result of the project; Dig Safe shall be

notified; current hoister license numbers of the 

competent equipment operators shall be listed with the

Town; all trenches shall be closed up and blacktopped 
by November 15, 2013 (For the Winter); Highway 
Superintendent shall visit the site daily, seconded 
by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Barton presented the Board with note books 
WHITE

to hold all the white papers when they are 
PAPER

finished by the individual committees and a White 
REPORT

Paper from the Public Works Committee[#8].  Barb 
Hassan, Convener of the Public Works Committee 
stated they are trying to put under a Department 
of Public Works, the Highway Department, Sewer, 
garbage/recycling and Stormwater.  Ms. Hassan said 
that they are still refining their report.  Ms. 
Hassan said that her committee members are willing 
to work for another year on this.

Mr. Sieloff stated that there was a mix up on 
MINER ROAD
the day of the Miner Road Bridge dedication.  
BRIDGE
Mr. Prendergast apologized for missing the 
dedication and he also stated that he was involved 
in the process and he had made the announcement on 
Memorial Day.  Mr. Goerlach said that he also was 
unable to attend.  Mr. Goerlach stated that if they 
would like to have another ceremony the Board would 
be available to attend.  Mr. Sieloff said that he 
left messages with the family apologizing.

Mr. Prendergast read the list of appointments, 
APPOINTMENTS
see attached[#9]. Motion 13-099 Motion made by Mr. 
Prendergast to appoint all that were not held, 
seconded by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted.
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Motion 13-100 Motion made by Mr. Prendergast 
APPOINTMENT
to appoint John Goerlach as the new Baker Hill 
Road District Representative, seconded by Mr. 
Barton. Mr. Prendergast, yes; Mr. Barton, yes; 
Mr. Goerlach abstained.

Discussion about the Dog Officer position. Motion
APPOINTMENT
13-101 Motion made by Mr. Barton to appoint Michael 
McClay as dog officer until December 31, 2013, 
seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-102 Motion made by Mr. Barton to appoint 
APPOINTMENT
Charles E. Garrity as Emergency Management Director, 
seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-103 Motion made by Mr. Barton to 
APPOINTMENT

appoint Paul Sieloff to the Mass Broadband 
Initiative Representative, seconded by 
Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff proposed changing the titles of the 
TREASURER

Treasurer and Collector to Town Treasurer/
&

Assistant Town Collector and Town Collector/
COLLECTOR

Assistant Town Treasurer.  Motion 13-104 Motion 
APPOINTMENTS
made by Mr. Barton to make title changes and 
appointments, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 
Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff explained that we received 20 applicants 
TOWN
for the COA/Assistant Town Administrator position  
ADMINISTRATOR

and all members of the Council on Aging wanted to be 
COA POSITION
involved. The committee selected six candidates to be 
interviewed (have interviewed 3 and are interviewing 
3 this Wednesday).  The COA is interested in how this 
would work.  Charis Keeler has agreed to stay on to 
help with the transition.

Mr. Sieloff requested that the Selectmen’s 
MEETING

meeting be moved from July 8, 2013 to July 15, 
DATE

2013 so that we can have the results of the July 
CHANGES

11, 2013 Finance Committee meeting. The Board 
agreed to the change.

Selectmen’s Items

Mr. Barton asked if the Board would like to have 
ADMINISTRATOR
the Town Administrator’s review before Mr. 
PERFORMANCE

Prendergast and he leave the Board.  The Board 
REVIEW
agreed to do the review on June 27, 2013.  Mr. 
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Goerlach said that he has scheduled a meeting for 
PERFORMANCE
Thursday, June 27, 2013 to discuss the performance 
REVIEW
review of the Police Chief, but Town Counsel is 
not available.  

Mr. Prendergast commended the job Mr. Sieloff 
THANKS

has done.  Mr. Goerlach commended and thanked 
Mr. Barton for the job he has done in the two 
years he served on the Board.

The Board agreed that trash is to be picked up 
TRASH

on the causeways.
PICKUP
Mr. Barton wants to know why the contract from 
CHARTER

Charter is not back yet.  Mr. Barton will contact 
CABLE

Charter Cable to get the status.
Mr. Barton would like to see the employee reviews 
EMPLOYEE

done again this year.
REVIEWS
Mr. Prendergast said that he would like the 
PUTNAM

Board to stay focused on getting the bridge on 
ROAD

Putnam Road project completed.  Mr. Sieloff said 
BRIDGE

that the new plans from Guntlow will present the 
new information that the State requires to complete 
the project.

Mr. Goerlach asked about approving the purchase 
FIRE

of new Fire Department vehicles.  Mr. Sieloff 
DEPARTMENT

said that he is working on it. The Energy 
VEHICLE

Committee wants to know if we can get a hybrid.  


Mr. Goerlach stated that the Fire Chief’s vehicle 
is falling apart and we need to do something soon.  
Motion 13-105 Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to 
give Mr. Sieloff permission to allow the purchase 
of the Fire Chief’s vehicle, seconded by Mr. Barton. 
Unanimously voted.

Mr. Goerlach asked about the wiring work at Town 
COMPUTERS

Hall.  Mr. Sieloff said that an electrician 
TOWN HALL

started the work to rewire the building  with 
non-electrical wires for the computers. Mr. Sieloff 
said that he got 3 bids. Mr. Goerlach asked that 
Mr. Sieloff bring the information and contracts to 
the Board in the future.

Mr. Goerlach asked about the status of the ramp 
TOWN HALL

at Town Hall. Mr. Sieloff said that it will be 
RAMP

finished next week. Mr. Sieloff also said that 
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the Highway Department did a lot of work on the 
RAMP
project.  
CONT’D
Mr. Prendergast said that the Highway Department 
FIRE &

and Fire Department do a very good job and everyone 
HIGHWAY

is working together.

Mr. Tinkham reported that WiredWest had a meeting 
WIREDWEST

at Town Hall on Saturday, June 15, 2013. Mr. Sieloff 
said that he wanted to thank his wife, Carmella 
Scarselletta, Bess Tinkham, Lisa Wellspeak, Stephanie 
Michalak, Ken McInerney, Lori Jayko, Martha Freedman, 
Ruth Knysh, Jennifer Dechaine, Nancy Mulkey, Louise 
Palmer, Lori Hadley and Jane Stevens for their help 
in preparing food for everyone. Mr. Sieloff also 
extended thanks to Price Chopper, Dollar Store and 
the Donut Man for their donations. It was a real 
community effort and very much appreciated.
Administrator’s Report

Mr. Sieloff said that he went to the Regional 
RDAC

District Amendment Committee meeting last 
Wednesday there was a good turnout.  Mr. Sieloff 
gave each of the Selectmen the documents handed 
out at the meeting for their review and information.

Mr. Sieloff said that he has forwarded the 
AMERICAN

title information regarding the contention 
LEGION

regarding the American Legion property to Town 
Counsel.
Motion 13-106 Motion made by Mr. Prendergast
ACCEPTED

to approve the Minutes of the June 10, 2013 
MINUTES

meeting[#10], seconded by Mr. Barton. Unanimously 
voted. 

Motion 13-107 Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to  
ACCEPTED

Approve the Minutes of the June 10, 2013 
MINUTES

executive session[#11], seconded by Mr. Barton. 
Unanimously voted. 

Mr. Sieloff reported that he and Mr. Goerlach met 
TOWN OF

with representatives from the Town of Northfield, 
NORTHFIELD

they are trying to move forward like the Town of 
Lanesborough in relation to the Town Administrator 
position.
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Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn, 
MEETING

seconded by Mr. Barton.  Unanimously voted.  
ADJOURNED

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.

Footnotes:

 1 Road Opening Permit – Gas Company

 2 Road Opening Permit – Gas Company

 3 Road Opening Permit – Gas Company

 4 Federal Excess Personal Property Cooperative Agreement

 5 Department of Defense Firefighting Program Cooperative Agreement
 6 Appoint Ruth Knysh

 7 Road Opening Permit – Water District
 8 Public Works White Paper

 9 Appointment List

10 June 10, 2013 Minutes

11 June 10, 2013 Minutes - Executive Session
