TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

June 23, 2014   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman



Mr. Robert Ericson



Mr. Henry Sayers


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants: Warrants Signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 6:00 p.m.

Public comment: Daniel McIntosh of South Main Street (behind Bob’s Country Kitchen) complained about the water runoff from Route 7 that is flooding his yard.  Mr. McIntosh stated that he spoke with MASSDOT, they looked at the problem but stated that they are not responsible beyond 100 feet.  Mr. Goerlach asked Mr. Sieloff to speak with Bill Decelles about cleaning it out.

Ramblewild
Mr. Sieloff stated that Ramblewild is having a soft opening and he has spoken with the Building Inspector, Health Agent and Fire Department.  Present at the meeting were Jay Sabin, Attorney for Ramblewild with Tim Gallagher and Mike Duffy.  Mr. Sabin explained that the building construction is taking longer than expected. They have abided by the requests of the building inspector, board of health (sanitary facilities) and the Fire Department (training for emergency evacuation plan).  They have been inundated with requests to use the park before the building is finished and are asking tonight for permission to accommodate these groups.  Mr. Ericson asked if there will be sanitary facilities at the beginning of their trail.  Mr. Gallagher said that there will be several composting toilets.  Mr. Ericson asked what emergency training the staff has.  Mr. Gallagher said that he has on staff an EMT and 1st responder and all the employees have been trained in CPR.  Mr. Ericson said that when he went up there he smelled smoke and suggested that they put up more “no smoking” signs.  Mr. Sabin said that he has checked with their insurance agency and there is liability insurance in place.  The board is okay with Ramblewild being opening during the construction of the lodge. Mr. Sayers asked if there is any water available to suppress a fire before the fire department can respond.  Mr. Gallagher stated that there is a catch basin at the edge of their property. Mr. Ericson asked that they place fencing or tape to prevent access to the construction site until it is complete.  The Board is in agreement to let Ramblewild be open for business.
New Town Employee

The Board introduced the new Town Secretary, Diane Stevens.

Town Appointments
Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with the list of all the appointments needed to be made tonight[#1].  Motion 14-124  Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to change the Cable Committee and Energy Committees back to one year appointments, seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted. Motion 14-125  Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to appoint all 4 lists of people, seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted.       

Highway Superintendent Contract
Mr. Goerlach asked about the Highway superintendent contract.  The board tabled the matter until the July 14, 2014 meeting.

Solar Panels
Mr. Ericson explained about the proposal received regarding the installation of solar panels for town buildings.  Mr. Ericson said that the company suggested the town owning the solar panels at a cost of $3 million.  The town would have to borrow the money and he wants to find out if the town wants to own this type of system and if it is a good investment. Mr. Goerlach would like to see a cost benefit before going forward with anything.

Mr. Ericson, representing the energy committee, they want to remove more streetlights but he forgot the list.  Matter tabled to July 14, 2014 meeting.

Pittsfield TV
Mr. Sieloff updated that board about an agreement with the 
Pittsfield TV station.

Roofing Project
Motion 14-126    Motion made by Mr. Ericson to authorize the Chairman of the Select Board to authorize the award for the Town Hall Roof project, seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted.  
Motion 14-127  Motion made by Mr. Ericson to authorize the Chairman of the Select Board to sign the contract documents for the Town Hall Roof project, seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted.

Chapter 90 Requests
Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with Chapter 90 Requests made by Mr. Decelles.  Mr. Goerlach would like to not spend all the money on these projects. Mr. Sayers also feels that we should hold back $50,000. Mr. Sieloff would like to do these projects now and if there is an emergency we can go to a special town meeting to get the money appropriated. Mr. Ericson feels that $25,000/$30,000 in reserve would be enough.  Motion 14-128  Motion made by Mr. Ericson to authorize Mr. Decelles to spend up to $150,000, priority, Summer Street, Bailey Road, ($150,000) then drainage on Putnam and drainage on Balance Rock Road, seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted.

Town Beach
Samantha Trybus regarding the rocks and ropes at town beach.  She is requesting that these ropes at town beach not be installed until June 1st so they can fish from the beach.  Mr. Tinkham said that he is the one to put them in.  He has been requested by the residents and recreation committee to put them in as soon as the lake starts to rise.  She knows that it is too late this year, but would like to postpone this next year.   The Board will look into the matter and get back to her. The board set a tentative schedule of May 1 for the rocks and before Memorial Day weekend for the ropes.  

Mach Lawsuit
Mr. Sieloff updated the Board regarding the Mach lawsuit and the agreement with Berkshire Natural Resources.  Mr. Sieloff said that he approved the spending $800 towards surveying the property.  

Selectmen’s Items

Mr. Sayers said that he saw the advertisement for a part-time police officer and he thought the Board asked for how many officers they have.  Mr. Sieloff said that we are currently down 2 officers historically and will be down 2 more shortly.  Mr. Sayers also asked about the cost of hiring additional officers.  The only cost is about $500 to outfit a new part-time officer.  Mr. Sieloff said that if we are short 4 officers we will be paying a lot of overtime.  Mr. Sayers would like to know what the cost of training is as well.

Mr. Goerlach asked where the request for vacation time carryover was.  Mr. Sieloff stated that he did not know that there was a problem for an officer covered by the Baker Hill Road District agreed to pay.  Mr. Goerlach said that the Baker Hill Road District does not have any say in how the money is spent.  Mr. Goerlach also said that it must be approved by the Board either way. The Board asked that the employee submit a letter requesting that the vacation be carried over to 2015.  Motion 14-129  Motion made by Mr. Goerlach that the affected police officer is allowed to carry over the vacation time as requested, seconded by Mr. Ericson. Unanimously voted. 

Mr. Goerlach asked to speak with the Recreation Committee about locking the gate for Laston Park.

Mr. Goerlach stated that David Vogel has offered to help at the Town landfill site. Mr. Goerlach asked that he fill out a citizen’s participation form.

Administrator’s Report

Mr. Sieloff said that he spoke with the Manager of Dollar General about the lighting.  The manager said that there is a work order in to change the way the lighting is displayed.
Mr. Goerlach asked if the Building Inspector has responded to the complaints of Mrs. Whiteman.  Mr. Sieloff said that he will take care of speaking with Mr. Haupt.

Mr. Ericson said that when he left the Town Meeting he noted the bad lighting that the school has been complaining about.  It is very dark and hard to see to walk.  Mr. Ericson suggested that the lighting should be worked out before the sidewalk is redone.

Mr. Sieloff said that the health agent would like to change his schedule and he would like to take the money saved by his reduced hours to pay some one to do the paper work[#2].

Mr. Sayers asked about getting ID badges for town employees who go out into the field to identify that they work for the town.

Motion 14-130  Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve the Minutes of June 16, 2014, seconded by Mr. Sayers[#3].  Unanimously voted.
Motion 14-131 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve the Minutes of June 9, Executive Session, seconded by Mr. Sayers.  Unanimously voted.
Motion 14-132  Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve the Minutes of June 9, with the changes on motion #117, seconded by Mr. Sayers[#4].  Unanimously voted.
Adjournment
Motion by Mr. Ericson to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Sayers.  Unanimously voted. Meeting adjourned 7:40 p.m.

Footnotes:

 1 Appointment list
 2 Board of Health Letter

 3 June 16, 2014 Minutes

 4 June 9, 2014 Minutes
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