TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

June 9, 2014   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman



Mr. Robert Ericson



Mr. Henry Sayers


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants: Warrants Signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 6:00 p.m.

Public Comment: Diane Whiteman of Bailey Road 
BUILDING

complaining about the building inspector’s attitude 
INSPECTOR

on their property when they asked him if they needed 

a building permit. Mr. Haupt told them he did not 

have time to issue a permit because he was leaving 

on vacation.  Mrs. Whiteman also reported that the 

assistant building inspector did not show up to 

inspect the property as was scheduled and did not 

call either.  The Board will have Mr. Sieloff speak 

with the Building Inspector. 

Mrs. Whiteman has also spoken to the Police Chief 
BAILEY

about the lack of speed limit signs on Bailey Road. 
ROAD

The Board will ask him to monitor the road more.

The Board recognized Claire Whitaker for receiving 
GIRL SCOUT

the Girl Scout Silver Award with the Girl Scouts 
AWARD

of Central and Western Massachusetts[#1].  Mr. 

Goerlach announced that Ms. Whitaker will receive 

her award on Saturday, June 14, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. 

at the College of Holy Cross: Hogan Center 1 College 

Street, Worcester, Massachusetts.

Motion 14-105 Motion made by Mr. Sayers to approve 
ROAD 

the Road Opening Permit submitted by D. Condron 
OPENING

Construction to run a sewer line to 189 Narragansett 
PERMIT

Avenue[#2], seconded by Mr. Ericson. Unanimously voted.

Motion 14-106 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve 
MONITORING

the request of Environmental Compliance Services, 
WELLS

Inc. to install additional monitoring wells at the 
BRIDGE 

Bridge Street Park subject to the following 
STREET


stipulations of the Highway Superintendent: that ECS 
PARK

install the well below the surface and install a sort 

of soft protector above it and then put something 

artificial over the well for access when they are 

needed to be tested and also to do the same for all 
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existing wells[#3], seconded by Mr. Sayers. 
MONITORING


Unanimously voted.
CON’D

Robert Reilly, Moderator stated that the reason 
TOWN

he is here tonight is to find out who is going 
MEETING

to present and speak to the Warrant Articles at 
WARRANT

the Annual Town Meeting[#4].  There was discussion 

on how and by whom the Articles will be introduced.

Mr. Sieloff introduced the two candidates for the 
TOWN

Town Secretary position.  Michelle Loubert 
SECRETARY

explained that she is proficient in grant writing, 

power point and has worked with the Board of 

Selectmen in Great Barrington[#5].

Diane Stevens gave some information about herself, 
TOWN

she is a resident of the Town and her children are 
SECRETARY

in school here and Mt. Greylock.  She is proficient 

in grant writing and organization[#6]. The Board agreed 

to discuss the position later in the meeting.

Mr. Sieloff reported that Stacy Parsons stated to 
OPEN

him that the Conservation Commission is not going 
SPACE

to go forward with the Open Space Grant at this 

time.

Mr. Goerlach reported that he has a pledge form 
LASTON 

to make donations to a Laston Park land purchase.  
PARK

Mr. Goerlach asked if the town accepts credit cards. 

Mr. Durwin said that there is a new item “square” 

and there is a small charge for use. Motion 14-107  

Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve the insert as 

amended to be included in the July tax bills, 

seconded by Mr. Sayers[#7]. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with a Settlement 
POLICE

Agreement for the Police Association[#8]. Mr. Sayers 
AGREEMENT

asked to table the discussion at this time.

Mr. Durwin asked for transfers as allowed under 
TRANSFER

Chapter 44, Section 33B[#9]. Motion 14-108 Motion 
FUNDS

made by Mr. Ericson to approve the transfers as 

requested, seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted.

Motion 14-109  Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
PUTNAM

authorize the Town Administrator to award the 
ROAD BID

bid for the Putnam Road Project, seconded by 

Mr. Sayers. Mr. Ericson, yes; Mr. Sayers, yes 

and Mr. Goerlach abstained.
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Mr. Goerlach asked if there was enough money 
PAVING AT

left to repave in the back of the Town Hall 
TOWN HALL

building.  Mr. Durwin said that there is still 
PAVING

$8,800 left in the parking lot paving account.
CONT’D

Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with an Animal 
ANIMAL

Shelter Care Services Agreement[#10]. Motion 14-110  
SHELTER

Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve the Animal 
AGREEMENT

Shelter Care Services Agreement seconded by 

Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with a proposal 
PITTSFIELD

from the Pittsfield TV to take over some of 
TV

what Ron Tinkham does in televising town board 

meetings and other events[#11].  Mr. Tinkham 

supported the proposal

Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with a Chapter 
CHAPTER 90

90-Reimbursement Request[#12]. Motion 14-111  

Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve the Chapter 

90-Reimbursement request, seconded by Mr. Sayers. 

Unanimously voted.

Selectmen’s Items

Mr. Sayers asked if Mr. Sieloff had heard back 
MT.GREYLOCK
from Mt. Greylock with the information requested 
SCHOOL
about charging the Town of Lanesborough to use 

their recreation facilities.  Mr. Sieloff will 

make a formal request under the “Freedom of 

Information Act”.

Mr. Sayers said that the lock on the gate on 
POTTER 

Potter Mtn. Road was cut again.  Mr. Sayers asked 
MTN. ROAD

that Mr. Sieloff contact the Town of Hancock about 

them making Potter Mtn. Road inaccessible on their 

side.

Mr. Sayers said that the State is having trouble 
SILVER

with 4-wheelers going on to state land from Silver 
STREET

Street.

Mr. Ericson said that there was a suggestion from 
WMECO

WMECO that we “red cap” the street lights so that 

the Town can find out where there is a need for 

lights.

Town Administrator’s Report
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Mr. Sieloff said that he has been busy getting 
TOWN

ready for Town Meeting and hopefully it will go 
MEETING

smoothly.  Mr. Sieloff announced that today there 


was a ceremony to dedicate the handicap ramp at 


Town Hall.


Motion 014-112 Motion made by Mr. Sayers to 
ACCEPTED

approve the Minutes of May 12, 2014 meeting[#13], 
MINUTES

seconded by Mr. Ericson. Mr. Ericson, yes; 

Mr. Sayers, yes and Mr. Goerlach abstained.

Motion 014-113 Motion made by Mr. Sayers to 
ACCEPTED

approve the Minutes of May 12, 2014 executive  
MINUTES

session, seconded by Mr. Ericson. Mr. Ericson, 

yes; Mr. Sayers, yes and Mr. Goerlach abstained.

Motion 014-114 Motion made by Mr. Sayers to 
ACCEPTED

approve the Minutes of May 19, 2014 meeting[#14], 
MINUTES

seconded by Mr. Ericson. Unanimously voted.

Unanimously voted. 

Motion 014-115 Motion made by Mr. Sayers to 
ACCEPTED

approve the Minutes of May 19, 2014 executive  
MINUTES

session, seconded by Mr. Ericson. Unanimously 

voted. 

Motion 14-116 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to enter 
EXECUTIVE

into Executive session pursuant to M.G.L. c. 
SESSION

30A, s. 21(a) (2) conduct strategy sessions in 

preparation for negotiations for collective 

bargaining and reconvene to open session, 

seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted. Mr. 

Ericson, yes, Mr. Sayers, yes and Mr. Goerlach, 

yes.

The Board returned to open session.

Motion 14-117  Motion made by Mr. Sayers to accept 
POLICE

the police contract, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Mr. 
CONTRACT

Sayers, yes; Mr. Goerlach, yes. Mr. Ericson voted 

against the motion because he feels that the police 

could have offered to return at least one of their 

personal days that are used as basically vacation.

Mr. Goerlach strongly supports Diane Stevens 
TOWN

because he feels that she will stay longer in the 
SECRETARY

position. Mr. Ericson supports Michelle Loubert 
POSITION

because she brings a tremendous amount of 

educational background in government and would be 
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in a position to fill in for Mr. Sieloff when he 
TOWN

is not available.  Mr. Sayers supported Michelle 
SECRETARY

Loubert because she has had more experience with 
CONT’D

town government and stated that Mr. Sieloff did a 


great job with Lorna Gayle in interviewing the 


candidates.  Motion 14-118  Motion made by Mr. 

Ericson to accept Michelle Loubert as the new Town 

Secretary with the condition that there is a 

successful background check, seconded by Mr. Sayers. 

Unanimously voted. 

Motion made by Mr. Ericson to continue the meeting 
MEETING

to Tuesday, June 10, 2014, seconded by Mr. Sayers. 
CONTINUED

Unanimously voted.

Footnotes:

 1 Girl Scout Award

 2 Road Opening Permit

 3 ECS Testing Well

 4 Town Meeting Warrant

 5 Town Secretary Interview

 6 Town Secretary Interview

 7 Laston Park Pledge Form

 8 Settlement Agreement

 9 FY14 Transfers

10 Animal Shelter Care Services Agreement

11 Pittsfield TV

12 Chapter 90 Reimbursement Request 

13 May 12, 2014 Minutes

14 May 19, 2014 Minutes

