TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

May 20, 2013   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach


Mr. Robert Barton


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants:  Warrants signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Martha Freedman came in to thank all that helped 
FIFTH

with the 5th Annual Community Clean-up Day. She 
ANNUAL

thanked the Selectmen, Highway Department, Target 
CLEAN-UP

which provided bags and gloves and sent volunteers, 
DAY

the Lanesborough General Store and all the other 
volunteers that participated. The Olde Forge donated 
a gift certificate that was raffled off and many 
businesses participated by cleaning their property. 
It was a great success.
Lee Hauge said that the herbicide treatment of 
TREATMENT

Pontoosuc will take place on Tuesday, May 28, 2013 
PONTOOSUC

and the lake will be closed that day. Mr. Hauge 
LAKE

also stated that the Annual Meeting of the Friends 
of Pontoosuc will be held June 28, 2013 at 7 p.m. 
at the ITAM Lodge.
Motion 13-068  Motion made by Mr. Barton to 
CULTURAL

appoint Selma Josell to the Cultural Council of 
COUNCIL

Northern Berkshire for a 3 year term[#1], seconded 
by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-069  Motion made by Mr. Barton to 
INTERIM

extend the appointment of Ruth Knysh as Interim 
TOWN

Town Clerk to June 30, 2013, seconded by 
CLERK

Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-070 Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve 
LASTON

a sign for Laston Park subject to the approval of 
PARK

the Building Inspector, seconded by Mr. Goerlach[#2]. 
SIGN

Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff said that there is a deadline 
TRISTANY

regarding the complaint against the Tristany 
DOCK

dock.  Greg Barriere stated that he and his 
sister, Wendy Caron have a cottage on National 
Street.  Mr. Barriere presented the Board with 
documentation regarding the problem of having 
the Tristany dock[#3]. The Harbormaster, Lee 
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Hauge, reviewed the documentation presented and 
TRISTANY
stated that he has always felt that a dock should 
DOCK
be perpendicular to the shore line and the 
CONT’D
Tristany dock complies with this.  He does not 
believe the Town can do anything about the 
location.  Mr. Goerlach asked if Mr. Barton was 
going to reconvene the Dock Committee.  Mr. Hauge 
would like to have Town Counsel’s opinion on the 
by-law.  Mr. Hauge also stated that he has an 
agreement with Jeremiah Mew at the Department of 
Environmental Protection not to allow any new 
docks as this time.

Mr. Barton stated that the Town has an agreement 
CHARTER

with Charter for a license.  Mr. Barton said that 
CABLE

a committee met with representatives of Charter 
CONTRACT

and also sent a survey out and had a public forum 
at Town Hall and that there were only 15 surveys 
returned out of the 40 sent. Most people were 
unhappy with service provided by Charter.  
Mr. Barton recommended on behalf of the Committee 
that the Town sign the new agreement and also 
agree to pay the consultant.  Motion 13-071 Motion 
made by Mr. Barton to take $500 from the Cable TV 
Account to pay the attorney, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.  Motion 13-072 Motion made by 
Mr. Barton to sign the Agreement with Charter 
Communication[#4], Seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 
Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-073  Motion made by Mr. Barton to 
DOCK

reconvene the dock Committee with 7 members to 
COMMITTEE

expire on December 31, 2013, seconded by 
Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.  

Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with the Public 
MUTUAL AID

Safety Mutual Aid Law and the Public Works 
AGREEMENTS

Municipal Mutual Aid law.  Mr. Decelles, the 
Police Chief and Fire Chief are in support of both 
Mutual Aid agreements. Motion 13-074 Motion made 
by Mr. Barton that the Town of Lanesborough opt 
into the Public Safety Mutual Aid Law and the 
Public Works Municipal Mutual Aid law[#5], seconded 
Mr. Goerlach.  Mr. Barton asked about insurance 
coverage if our vehicles and employees that travel 
to another community.  Mr. Sieloff said that they 
will all be covered.  Mr. Sieloff stated that he 
believes that there is also reimbursement for 
expenses. Unanimously voted.
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Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with a copy of 
ANNUAL

the proposed Annual Town Meeting Warrant. 
TOWN

Mr. Sieloff stated that he added the “selectmen’s 
MEETING

approval” and Article 16 regarding the lease of 
WARRANT

the Prospect Street property for a solar field. 
Mr. Barton stated that he has e-mailed an 
additional article regarding early childhood to 
establish a $25,000 budget to start the process 
necessary to re-open the Pre-K for FY15. Mr. Barton 
said that the Finance Committee has not yet met as 
of yet. Mr. Sieloff asked about the source of the 
funding. Mr. Sieloff said that the best source of 
money would be a transfer from Free Cash.  Motion 
13-075 Motion made by Mr. Barton to add Article 17 
contingent on the Finance Committee having no 
objection to the wording of the Article, seconded 
by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.  Motion 13-076 
Motion made by Mr. Barton to place Articles 1-17[#6], 
seconded  Motion 13-077  Motion made by Mr. Barton 
that the Board recommend the Articles 2 through 17, 
seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted. 

Selectmen’s Items

Mr. Barton would like to add an item to the 
TASK 

Task Roster to have the Town ban Styrofoam. 
ROSTER
Mr. Goerlach asked about the cost of repairs of 
HIGHWAY

the Highway Department truck.  Mr. Sieloff said 
TRUCK

that Mr. Decelles said that if it is too expensive 
he will hold off on repairs.

Mr. Barton said that he is going to resign as 
RESIGNATION
of June 30, 2013. Mr. Sieloff stated that he spoke 
with Town Counsel and there is no need for the 
Selectmen to accept resignations.

Administrator’s Report

Mr. Sieloff said that the chimney project has 
ADA RAMP

been finished.  A couple of the Highway Department 
staff inspected the project. 

There has been a lot of progress on the ramp.  
ADA RAMP

The senior students have finished their part of 
the project and have turned over the remainder of 
the project to their under-classmates.
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Mr. Sieloff said that there is a dog in Town 
DOG

that has be running loose and has again attacked 
COMPLAINT

another dog.  The Animal Control Officer would 
like to have a hearing and will be asking that 
the Board to ban the dog from Town.  The Board 
would like to see the documentation on the dog 
before calling a hearing. 

Mr. Sieloff reported to the Board that he had 
MUTUAL
signed the Berkshire County Law Enforcement 
AID
Council Mutual Aid Agreement which will allow 
AGREEMENT
the Lanesborough Police Department to work even 

more closely with neighboring police departments.

Motion 13-078  

Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve the Minutes 
ACCEPTED

of the April 8, 2013 meeting[#7], seconded by 
MINUTES

Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted. 

Motion 13-079
Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve the Minutes 
ACCEPTED

of the April 22, 2013 meeting[#8], seconded by 
MINUTES

Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted. 

Motion 13-080 Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the April 29, 2013 meeting as 
MINUTES

amended[#9], seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously 
voted. 

Motion made by Mr. Barton to continue the 
CONTINUED

meeting to 5 p.m. Thursday, May 23, 2013, 
MEETING

seconded by Mr. Goerlach, Unanimously voted.

Footnotes:

1 Citizen Interest – S. Josell

2 Laston Park Sign Design

3 Tristany Dock Location

4 Cable TV License Renewal

5 MEMA Public Safety Mutual Aid

6 Annual Town Meeting Warrant
7 Minutes April 8, 2013

8 Minutes April 22, 2013

9 Minutes April 29, 2013

