May 16, 2012   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach

Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


Mr. Robert Barton


Mr. Joseph Kellogg, Interim Town Administrator

Warrants:  Warrants signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 6:30 p.m.

Mr. Goerlach opened the Parking ticket hearing.  
PARKING

Kristina Cusson explained that she is her brother's 
HEARING

full time caretaker as he is handicapped. Ms. Cusson

explained that he has a tendency to take the placard 

down and that is what he did that day.  Ms. Cusson 

presented the Board with the handicap placard. Motion 

made by Mr. Prendergast to waive he parking violation 

due to the fact that the placard was accidentally 

removed, seconded by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted.

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to approve the 
ACCEPTED

May 7, 2012 minutes, seconded by Mr. Barton.  
MINUTES

Unanimously voted. 

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to approve the 
ACCEPTED

May 7, 2012 minutes executive session, seconded
MINUTES

by Mr. Barton.  Unanimously voted. 

Town Administrator's Report

Mr. Kellogg presented the Board with 2 additional 
WARRANT

articles for the warrant for the annual town 

meeting.  Motion made by Mr. Barton to add the 2 

articles for the annual town meeting warrant, 

seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Kellogg stated that the town received a letter 
MALL

back from the Mall and they would like to meet but 

cannot do so until June.

Mr. Kellogg reported that the Attorney General has 
ZONING

stated that there is a defect in the original notice 

for the Zoning re-codification. All the town has to 

do is publish a notice stating that there was a 

defect in the notice and give everyone 14 days to 

object.

End Town Administrator's Report

Mr. Barton did a preliminary presentation of the 
“STATE OF
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"State of the Town" report.
THE TOWN”

Mr. Goerlach reported that Mr. Decelles replaced 
POTTER MTN

the lock on the Potter Mtn. Road gate. Mr. Decelles
ROAD GATE

said that someone from the State locked it open in 

Lanesborough and Hancock so that hunters could have 

access for turkey season.  Mr. Decelles described 

several ways that people are bypassing the locks.  

The state said that they had a couple of cameras that 

they will install.  The board said that they will open 

the gate only for big game hunting.

Mr. Decelles said that he is over budget on beaver 
BEAVER

control.  Mr. Goerlach does not believe this should 
CONTROL

come out of the Highway’s operating budget.  Mr. 

Goerlach asked Mr. Decelles if anyone on the Highway 

Department would be interested in training to take 

care of the beaver problem in town.

Mr. Decelles asked if the Board wants him to pursue 
SUMMER

the grant for the work on Summer Street. Mr. Barton
STREET

said that he will follow-up.

Mr. Decelles said that he has a speed sign on Swamp 
SWAMP

Road that is down and wants to know if the Board 
ROAD

wants a new sign at 25 or 35.  Board should post it 
SPEED

for the legal limit at 35 mph.

Mr. Decelles asked if he can keep the seasonal man 
SEASONAL

for the Summer for mowing. The Board okayed the 
WORKER

seasonal worker at $15.00 per hour for the Summer.

Mr. Prendergast asked about the status of the 
PUTNAM

Putnam Road Bridge.  Mr. Decelles said that 
ROAD

everything is in Guntlow and Associates hands.  
BRIDGE

Mr. Kellogg will follow up.

Mr. Goerlach asked when the salt shed door is 
SALT SHED

going to be repaired.  Mr. Goerlach said that he 
REPAIR

would ask Skip Bouchard to look at it and give 

the town an estimate for repairs. 

Mr. Tinkham said that there has been a road study 
CONNECTOR

completed for the connector road and the Baker Hill 
ROAD

Road District has approved the requirements for curb
STUDY

cut applications.  Motion made by Mr. Barton to adopt 

the recommendations of the Baker Hill Road District 

performance and access management guidelines subject 

to the Town Administrator’s review  and approval, 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING – MAY 16, 2012 – PAGE 3

seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Tinkham also reported that he and Mr. Kellogg 
WIRED

attended a seminar about the Mass Broadband project 
WEST

and expressed concerns that that Wired West may not 

be the way to proceed.

Mr. Kellogg said that there is a letter from 
BERKSHIRE

Berkshire Wind Power Corporation, they want to 
WIND

meet regarding real estate tax.
TOWER

Selectmen's Items

Mr. Goerlach said that Berkshire Mall is in the 
MALL

process of instituting a no smoking policy on Mall 

property and he is concerned about the safety of 

persons crossing the road to smoke.

Motion made by Mr. Barton to accept the proposal 
MIIA

from MIIA for property liability insurance for 

FY13, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Barton asked if we had appointed a 
BERKSHIRE

Representative and alternate to Berkshire Health 
HEALTH

Group.  Mr. Kellogg said that they already appointed 
GROUP

Nancy Giardina as the representative and Bruce Durwin 

is the alternate.

Mr. Barton said that there have been meetings by 
NEW

most of the new committees.
COMMITTEES

Mr. Barton said that he needs someone to join him 
ENERGY

and Bob Ericson in the Alternative Energy Group.  
GROUP

Mr. Tinkham suggested Gordon Zaks.

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to go into 
EXECUTIVE

executive session for the purpose of discussing 
SESSION

collective bargaining and contract negotiations 

with non-union Personnel and to reconvene to 

open session, seconded by Mr. Barton. Unanimously 

voted.  Mr. Prendergast, yes; Mr. Barton, yes; 

Mr. Prendergast, yes.

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn,  
MEETING

seconded by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted.
ADJOURNED

Meeting adjourned at 8:59 p.m.
