TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

May 13, 2013   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach



Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


Mr. Robert Barton


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants:  Warrants signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Jeff DeChaine provided information regarding 
MEMORIAL

the Memorial Day Parade. Mr. DeChaine stated that 
DAY

the parade will be on Sunday, May 26 starting at 
PARADE

2 p.m. from the parking lot of the Olde Forge 
Restaurant, there will be refreshments served at 
the Town Hall after the parade. Mr. DeChaine said 
that they are also planning a Town picnic later 
this Summer.  Mr. Prendergast announced that he 
will be speaking that day and will include comments 
about Greg Noonan.

George Himmel, Commander of American Legion Post 
AMERICAN

446 in Lanesborough, explained the issue regarding 
LEGION

the land surrounding the post property on Old State 
Road. Mr. Himmel is requesting that Town Counsel 
review all the paper work that he presented to the 
Board and advise who is entitled to use the property[#1].

Regina DiLego responded to Mr. Himmel’s complaint 
AMERICAN

stating that she and her family have never denied 
LEGION

access to anyone using the American Legion property 
and she requested a copy of everything Mr. Himmel 
presented to the Board.

Mr. Prendergast opened the meeting for the 
LIQUOR

license: read the notice as it appeared in the 
LICENSE

Berkshire Eagle. TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH LICENSING 
HEARING

BOARD PUBLIC NOTICE - Notice is hereby given that 
an application for a change of beneficial interest 
has been filed with this Board by Boston Culinary 
Group, Inc. D/B/A Hendricks Summit Lodge, address 
Off Potter Mountain Road, Lanesborough, MA. The 
premises located at Off Potter Mountain Road, 
Lanesborough, MA. Said application will be considered 
at a meeting of this Board at the Newton Memorial 
Town Hall, Lanesborough, Massachusetts at 7:00 p.m. 
on May 13, 2013. Board of Selectmen Acting as Local 
Licensing Authority, By John Goerlach, Chairman.  
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James Bronson explained that it is simply a change in 
LICENSE

beneficial interest, nothing at the business location 
HEARING

has changed. Motion 13-061 Motion made by Mr. Barton 
CONT’D

to approve the application for Change of Beneficial 
Interest filed by Boston Culinary Group, Inc. d/b/a 
Hendricks Summit Lodge, seconded by Mr. Prendergast[#2]. Unanimously voted.

Letter from Mr. Barton resigning from Board of 
RESIGNATION
Selectmen effective June 30, 2013[#3] and a second 
letter from Mr. Barton delaying the effective date 
of his resignation until his replacement is elected[#4].  
Mr. Goerlach said that Lanesborough School Committee 
is not a Special Municipal Employee and if Mr. Barton 
is elected to service on the School Committee he will 
not be allowed to sit on the Board of Selectmen.  
Mr. Sieloff said that he spoke with Town Counsel 
affirming the fact that Mr. Barton cannot be on both 
Boards.  Mr. Sieloff also stated that the Regional 
School District is handled differently, so Mr. Ericson, 
if elected to the Board of Selectmen can be on both 
boards but must recuse himself from any decisions 
made regarding Mt. Greylock. Mr. Goerlach asked if 
the Board can appoint a Selectmen. Mr. Sieloff 
indicated that they cannot and you have a few options: 
you can keep the position open, have a special election 
or put it on the November State election date to save 
money. Mr. Prendergast would like to know if Mr. Barton 
would like to leave earlier so that there will be no 
conflict of interest with Mr. Barton running for the 
Lanesborough School Committee.  Mr. Barton said that 
he does not feel there is a need to leave sooner. 
Motion 13-062 Motion made by Mr. Prendergast not 
to accept Mr. Barton’s resignation from the Board 
of Selectmen effective June 30, 2013 at this time, 
seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Mr. Goerlach, yes; 
Mr. Prendergast, yes. Mr. Barton abstained.

Motion made by Mr. Barton to accept the resignation
NORTHERN

of Lee M. Appelbaum from the Northern Berkshire 
BERKSHIRE

Cultural Council with regret and congratulations 
CULTURAL

on her new job, seconded by Mr. Prendergast[#5]. 
COUNCIL

Unanimously voted.

Joe Scelsi, Manager of the Berkshire Mall on 
EMS EXPO

Sunday, May 19, 2013 from 11 am to 6 p.m. 4th 
Annual EMS expo.  Motion 13-063  Motion made by 
Mr. Barton to grant the permit to the Mall for the 
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EMS expo on May 19, 2013, seconded by 
EMS

Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.
CONT’D
Citizen’s Interest form filed by Selma Josell 
NORTHERN

indicating an interest in being appointed to the 
BERKSHIRE

Northern Berkshire Cultural Council to fill a 
CULTURAL

vacancy.  Mr. Barton requested that the position 
COUNCIL

not be filled until the next meeting which is 
May 20, 2013 in order for anyone else who may be 
interested to apply.
Motion 13-064  Motion made by Mr. Barton to 
BERKSHIRE

appoint Paul Sieloff as Representative to the 
HEALTH

Berkshire Health Group, seconded by 
GROUP

Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-065  Motion made by Mr. Barton to 
BERKSHIRE

appoint Bruce Durwin as alternate representative 
HEALTH

to the Berkshire Health Group, seconded by 
GROUP

Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted. 

Mr. Prendergast said that he will speak about the 
MINER

memorial plaque honoring Gregory Noonan which has 
ROAD

been installed on the Miner Road Bridge at the 
BRIDGE

Memorial Day Parade ceremony.  Mr. Goerlach said 
PLAQUE

that it may be a good idea to have a place in Town 
to list other veterans. Mr. Sieloff stated that 
Mr. McKnight is going to have a ceremony in June 
at the site of the plaque on the Miner Road Bridge.

Mr. Barton stated that he would like his Cable 
CABLE

Committee report the postponed until the next 
COMMITTEE

meeting.

Mr. Barton asked Mr. Sieloff to check into 
INSURANCE

liability coverage for  people running a Town 
event.

Mr. Barton requested that Mr. Sieloff find out 
DOCK
if the dock by-law affects regarding rights of way.  
BY-LAW
Mr. Gero spoke to the matter stating that the votes 
taken say the By-law does not apply to anything but 
rights of way.  Mr. Barton stated that we have to 
check on the reasons why the By-law was not posted.  
Mr. Prendergast asked if it is legal to make a 
by-law that takes away grandfathered rights.  Mr. 
Sieloff said that he has reviewed the tape of the 
special town meeting and compared it to the minutes.  
Mr. Goerlach asked Mr. Sieloff to asking DEP to 
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delay issuing dock permits until this is settled. 
DOCK
Motion 13-066   Motion made by Mr. Barton to have 
BY-LAW
the Harbormaster issue a letter to DEP stating that 
CONT’D
the Town would like a moratorium on issuing dock 
permits, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously 
voted.

Mr. Sieloff stated that there were 3 applicants 
HIGHWAY
for the Summer/Seasonal Highway Department employee. 
SEASONAL
Mr. Decelles and Mr. Sieloff reviewed the applicants 
EMPLOYEE
together and recommend that the Board appoint Nick 
Amuso.  Motion 13-067 Motion made by Mr. Prendergast 
to appoint Nick Amuso as the Summer/Seasonal Highway 
Department employee, seconded by Mr. Barton. 
Unanimously voted. 

Mr. Sieloff stated that there were 16 applicants 
TOWN CLERK
for the Town Clerk position. Mr. Sieloff said that 
POSITION
they decided on four, but one does not want the job 
because it is not full-time, one did not give the 
right phone number, so could not be contacted; they 
are interviewing three. Mr. Sieloff stated that we 
may have to extend the appointment of the Interim 
Town Clerk to the end of June.  Mr. Sieloff would 
like to get the advertisement for the COA Director 
in the paper for Sunday.

Mr. Sieloff reviewed the 17 Articles for the 
ANNUAL

Annual Town Meeting. Regarding Article 1 Mr. 
TOWN
Sieloff explained the mix up in the number of 
MEETING
vacancies on the Finance Committee.  Mr. Barton 
WARRANT
suggested explaining how the Baker Hill Road 
District funds and the Police Department expenses 
are related. Mr. Siegars spoke regarding the 
Warrant Article for the Carousel.  Mr. Prendergast 
asked about the wording of this Article.  Mr. Siegars 
explained that if the Carousel does not get the grant 
from the State the Town will not be involved at all.  
The Town will not be raising and appropriating money 
it will be borrowing under a bond that the Carousel 
will be paying off each year.  Mr. Barton suggested 
that the Warrant state whether the Board recommends 
the article.  Mr. Barton would like to know if there 
have been any other towns that have done this.
Mr. Siegars explained that the Town of Lanesborough 
did this with the Mall Road. Mr. Barton is in 
agreement to approve Articles 1 to 14. Mr. Barton 
asked about holding a public meeting for Article 17.  
Mr. Barton also asked that Mr. Sieloff let the Early 
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Childhood Group know that they have to have an 
WARRANT
Article regarding the Pre-K Program ready for May  
CONT’D
20, 2013 to have it included in the Warrant for 
the Annual Town Meeting[#6].  The Board agreed to 
the first 15 articles presented by Mr. Sieloff.

Selectmen’s Items

Mr. Barton reported that performance reviews 
PERFORMANCE
have not been done for the following positions, 
REVIEWS

Assistant Assessor, 2 highway employees and the 
Police Chief. Mr. Barton asked if we are going to 
do them before the end of June.  Mr. Goerlach said 
that it should be done.  Mr. Prendergast said that 
it is only fair to the others that have been already 
reviewed everyone is reviewed. Mr. Goerlach asked who 
will be doing the Police Chief’s review.  Mr. Barton 
said Mr. Sieloff, Mr. Barton and someone from the 
Police Advisory Committee should be present.

Mr. Barton asked about the task list. Mr. Goerlach 
TASK

would like to have it come back to the Selectmen. 
LIST

Mr. Barton suggested working with the Town Secretary 
to put together a list.

Mr. Barton asked about a meeting to go over what 
GRANTS

grants might be available to the Town.

Mr. Prendergast said that he received a call from 
ILLEGAL

Mike Cartier who lives by the lake.  Mr. Cartier
BURNING

said that he had a neighbor tear down a deck, 
which was composed of pre-treated lumber and 
then burn it in his back yard after burn season 
had ended.  Mr. Cartier said that his wife had to 
be taken to the hospital.  Mr. Prendergast said 
that he spoke with Chief Durfee. The Chief said 
that he did not receive the information until 
after the yard was cleaned up.  Mr. Prendergast 
asked that we find out what happened so that it 
does not happen again.  Mr. Goerlach said that the 
Fire Department should have been called immediately 
not after the fact.  Mr. Cartier called during the 
Selectmen’s meeting and stated that it happened at 
night and his wife went to the doctor not the 
hospital. Mr. Prendergast said we need to find 
out if there was a demolition permit.  Mr. Sieloff 
stated that he is meeting with Building Inspector 
and would ask him to check.
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Mr. Goerlach said that these items are for the
TRYBUS

parking lot. Trybus property we need to find 
out if DEP feels that it is the Town’s responsibility 
and we need to come to some solution.  Mr. Goerlach 
said that as a friend of the Trybus family, he feels 
that the contractor needs to repair the filter system.  
Mr. Goerlach asked if we should be asking DEP for 
help with funds to bring water out to this entire 
neighborhood.  Mr. Barton said that there was no 
air problem in the ground.  Mr. Sieloff said that 
because of the plumbing issues the air quality tests 
have not been done and that within the next couple 
of weeks we should be able to have the air tests 
done.  Mr. Sieloff has been in contact with DEP and 
they are satisfied with what the Town is doing.
 Mr. Barton stated that this should be on the agenda 
until it is resolved.

Mr. Goerlach stated that he believes that there 
CEMETERY

is money in the Cemetery Account to cover cost of 
MAINTENANCE
keeping the roads maintained.  Mr. Sieloff said 
that the Finance Committee is looking into financing 
the maintenance of the cemetery.

Mr. Goerlach asked about the dock request for 
DOCKS

169 Narragansett Avenue and there is no set back 
listed on the request[#7].

Mr. Goerlach said that he understands that the 
WATER

Water Department is going to run a water line 
DEPARTMENT

done Sunrise and Orchard.  Mr. Goerlach wants to 
know how we are going to hold the water department 
to task for repairing roads that they dig up. 

Administrator’s Report

Mr. Sieloff said that the Highway Department has 
ADA RAMP

done a lot of work on the ramp as well as the 
McCann students.

Mr. Sieloff said that we are also in the process 
CHIMNEY

of replacing the chimney on the same side of the 
REPAIR

building and should be done in the next day or two.

Mr. Sieloff showed the pictures that have been 
TOWN

suggested for the Town Report.
REPORT
Mr. Prendergast disclosed that his wife is 
CONFLICT

employed by the school, therefore the Board
OF
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INTEREST

Salaries Warrant.  

Mr. Sieloff reported that there are Mutual Aid 
MUTUAL AID

Agreements for Highway and Police emergencies[#8]. 
AGREEMENT

There is also an agreement for a statewide emergency 
and we are one of the few towns that have not yet 
signed on.

Mr. Sieloff reported that Sandy Totter from 
BULKY 
Northern Berkshire Solid Waste contacted him and 
WASTE
stated that the bulky waste that usually happens 
around this time of the year the Northern Berkshire 
Solid Waste would like to do it in the Fall.

Mr. Prendergast stated that he did not have a copy 
MINUTES

of the Minutes of the April 22, 2013, so the matter 
was tabled to the next meeting.

Mr. Barton has several changes to the Minutes of 
MINUTES

the April 29, 2013 meeting.  Mr. Prendergast stated 
that he also had changes, so the matter was tabled 
to the next meeting.
Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn,  

MEETING
seconded by Mr. Barton, Unanimously voted.
ADJOURNED

Meeting adjourned at 10:06 p.m.

Footnotes:

1 American Legion
2 License Hearing

3 Mrs. Appelbaum’s resignation

4 Mr. Barton’s resignation
5 Mr. Barton’s second resignation

6 Draft ATM Warrant

7 Dock License

8 Mutual Aid Agreements

