TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

April 29, 2013   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach



Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


Mr. Robert Barton


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants:  Warrants signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Peter Gallant, the Representative to the 
ASHUWILLTICOOK
Ashuwillticook Rail Trail Committee thanked the 
RAIL TRAIL
team that cleaned the trail this past weekend.  
Mr. Gallant also reported that there are a lot of 
young people using the trail now, but there is also 
a lack of concern by dog owners, dogs are not on 
leashes and the owners are not cleaning up after 
their dogs.  Mr. Gallant asked if there is a way to 
contact Gailanne Cariddi and ask about putting up 
signs to ask people to clean up after their pets.  
Mr. Goerlach asked about when the committee meets.  
Mr. Gallant said that he has been on the committee 
for several years and there have been no meetings.  
Mr. Sieloff reported that he has seen the plaque 
MINER ROAD

for the Miner Road Bridge and asked what the next 
BRIDGE

step is.  Mr. Prendergast said that the next thing 
to do is to figure out exactly where on the bridge 
to place it and have a dedication ceremony. 
Mr. Sieloff suggested that the ceremony be held on 
the day of the Town’s Memorial Day Parade.  Mr. Barton 
said that he has been in contact with Jeff DeChaine who 
is working on the Memorial Day events and will discuss 
the matter with him.

Mr. Sieloff went over the changes that have been 
BUDGET

made to the budget: an increase to the collector’s 
CHANGES

salary, increase in the law account, since the Town 
Secretary is going to retire in the next couple years, 
he would like to have someone trained as assistant 
Town Secretary so there will be a smooth transition; 
the Town Clerk position is recommended as an 18 hour 
position with cross-training with the Town Secretary 
and Collector, a decrease in the Town Clerk and E911 
costs and increase the school budget.
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Mr. Barton presented the Board with a petition signed 
PRE-K

by more than 200 town residents asking the Board 
to consider including in the School budget money to 
continue the pre-k program and to increase the 
kindergarten to 2 regular classes. Mr. Barton 
suggested several ways to cut other budgets to cover 
the costs.  Mr. Sieloff is concerned that the school 
is not interested in this plan in this year and they 
expressed an interest in looking into it for next 
year.  Mr. Goerlach wants to know how this is going to 
be implemented by the end of the fiscal year.  
Mr. Stevens stated that the petition does not seem to 
be just about the pre-k, so he is not sure that all 250 
people are for the pre-k.  Mr. Stevens went on to say 
that there have been 2 meetings about the school budget 
and there was no mention of cutting $50,000 from their 
budget at either meeting.  Mr. Stevens said that the 
School Committee is not here tonight to speak to this 
issue.  Mr. Stevens also said that the petition was not 
accurately written. Mr. Prendergast is concerned about 
the cuts that Mr. Barton is proposing, Town Secretary, 
Health Department (eliminate 1 agent) and Police 
Department.  Mr. Goerlach asked Mr. Sieloff how this 
could be done.  Mr. Prendergast stated that he would 
only accept the addition of the $35,000 to the warrant 
if the School Committee and School Administration would 
agree to oversee the program, and that none of the cuts 
noted in Bob Barton’s suggested cuts, including the 
Board of Health, Police and Town Secretary be considered.

Mr. Sieloff stated that one option if the Board of 
Selectmen wants to bring this proposal to Town Meeting 
is to have funds taken from the school budget.

Mr. Sieloff continued with his proposed changes to 
BUDGET

the budget, school insurance has been reduced by 
CHANGES

$35,000; we are now members of McCann this line item 
is eliminated and 4 lines are added in and the total 
is less; increase Highway Department and Visiting 
Nurse Association, Council on Aging, the county 
assessment and retirement benefits.  This shows 
additional money which will be offset by the fact 
that State funds have been reduced.

Mr. Goerlach would like to know if the Elementary 
PRE-K

School is on Board with an additional $35,000 for 
Pre-K and if it is legal for the Board to change 
the School Board budget.  Mr. Sieloff said that this 
should be made a separate article on the Annual Town 
Meeting Warrant and not be part of the budget. 
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Motion 13-056 Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to 
FY14

accept the FY14 Budget with the changes as presented 

by Mr. Sieloff, seconded by Mr. Barton[#1]. Mr. Goerlach, 

yes; Mr. Prendergast, yes; Mr. Barton, no.
Motion 13-057 Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve 
SEWER

the Sewer Enterprise Fund Budget as presented[#2], 
FUND

seconded by Mr. Prendergast.  Unanimously voted.
BUDGET
Motion 13-058 Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve 
AMBULANCE

the Ambulance Enterprise Fund Budget as presented[#3], 
FUND

seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.
BUDGET
Motion 13-059 Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve 
CAPITAL

the Capital Plan as presented[#4], seconded by 
PLAN

Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.
It was indicated that the intent of the Board was 
PRE-K

to bring forward an Article to fund $35,000 for a 
Pre-K Program at the Lanesborough Elementary School.
Selectmen’s Items

Mr. Prendergast said that there is a letter from 
CHARTER

the State regarding the Town’s contract with 
CABLE

Charter Communications and they want to know where 
the negotiations stand.
Mr. Prendergast said that there is a dog complaint 
DOG 

in the mail. Mr. Sieloff explained that Mr. McClay 
COMPLAINT

is concerned about bringing the matter forward if 
the Selectmen are not going to act, as this has 
been brought before the Board before and nothing 
was done.  Mr. Barton suggested the Board review 
the file.

Mr. Prendergast stated that there is a letter 
MINER ROAD

from MASSDOT regarding the Miner Road project[#5].  
PAVING

He stated that the paving job is awful.  Mr. Sieloff 
will speak to the Highway Superintendent and find 
out if there is anything the Town can do.
Mr. Prendergast also stated that there is a letter 
SURVEY

in the mail from Sackett Survey Services, Inc. 
informing the Town that there will be survey of 
Mrs. Mach’s property, which is adjacent to Laston 
Field[#6].
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Mr. Goerlach questioned selling of the vehicle to 
ACO

the Animal Council Officer.  Mr. Goerlach said that 
TRUCK

he does not think we can give it away without 

offering it to others first. Mr. Sieloff said that 

he feels that $500 is fair and does not require 

notification to any one else.  Mr. Goerlach is 

concerned about the use of the vehicle for other 

than Town business.

Mr. Sieloff said that he has received complaints 
ACO

about the abuse of town vehicles.  Mr. Sieloff 
will check into the complaints about the Animal 
Council Officer.  

Motion 13-060 Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve 
ACCEPTED 

the Minutes of the April 8, 2013 meeting[#7], 
MINUTES

seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Motion made by Mr. Barton to adjourn,  

MEETING

seconded by Mr. Prendergast, Unanimously voted.
ADJOURNED

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

Footnotes:

1 FY14 Budget

2 Sewer Enterprise Fund Budget

3 Ambulance Enterprise Fund Budget

4 Capital Plan

5 MASSDOT Miner Road

6 Sackett Survey – Mrs. Mach

7 Minutes April 8, 2013

