TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

April 28, 2014   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman



Mr. Robert Ericson


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants: Warrants Signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 6:00 p.m.

Public Comment: Mr. Barton stated that the 
LES FY15

Lanesborough Elementary School Budget is not 
BUDGET

final for FY15.

Mr. Barton said that he is going to step down 
DOCKS

as the Chair of the Docks Committee.  He also 
COMMITTEE

stated that the Docks Committee is not comfortable 
with the proposed Docks By-law and therefore he 
suggested not having an Article on the Warrant for 
the Annual Town Meeting this year. 

Mary Reilly representing the Avon Representative 
COMMUNITY

requested the use of the Community Room once a 
ROOM USE

month for meetings[#1]. Motion 014-058  Motion made 
by Mr. Ericson to allow Lynn Ann Clark of Avon  
use the Community Room until the end of the year, 
seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Robert Lear representing the Berkshire 
MEMORIAL

Conservation District requested permission to 
TREE

plant a tree in Aimee Thayer’s memory.  Mr. 
Goerlach suggested forwarding this request to 
the Tree and Forest Committee[#2].  Mr. Ericson 
said that there are a number of trees around 
Town Hall that need to be taken down, maybe it 
could be planted to replace one of them.  Mr. 
Ericson also suggested planting it at Laston Park. 

John Friend presented the Board with an amendment 
ZONING

to the Zoning By-Laws and asked that it be put it 
BY-LAW

on the Annual Warrant[#3].  Mr. Friend also 
AMENDMENT

indicated that a public hearing has been scheduled.
Mr. Ericson presented a list of streetlights that 
STREETLIGHT
the Energy Committee is requesting be removed[#4].  
REMOVAL

Mr. Goerlach stated that the one on Balance Rock 
Road is an area where a lot of people walk.  Mr. 
Goerlach also stated that he feels that certain 
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streetlights on the cause-way should be left alone 
STREETLIGHTS

as well. Motion 014-059   Motion made by Mr. Ericson 
CONT’D

to remove seven lights, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 
Unanimously voted.
Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with a proposal 
from Berkshire Engineering, Inc. regarding the 
TOWN HALL

back roof at Town Hall[#5].  Motion 014-060  Motion 
ROOF

made by Mr. Ericson to accept the bid from Berkshire 
Engineering Inc. for the replacement and partial 
repair of the back roof at Town Hall, seconded by 
Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

In reference the copy of Mr. Cohen’s complaint 
COMPLAINT

that was filed with the Office of the Attorney 
General, the Board received a letter from Town 
Counsel answering his complaint[#6].  Motion 014-061 
Motion made by Mr. Ericson to accept the response 
from Attorney Reily for the Town of Lanesborough, 
seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff introduced Joel Bard and Janet 
TOWN

Pumphfrey of Kopelman and Paige who presented 
COUNSEL

their credentials to act as Town Counsel[#7].  
Motion 014-062  Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
authorize the Chairman to sign an agreement with 
Kopelman and Paige to begin as Town Counsel as 
of May 1, 2014, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 
Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with a new 
LABOR

Retainer Agreement with Dupere Law Offices as 
RELATIONS

Labor Relations Counsel.   They have presented 
ATTORNEY

a proposal of a new retainer amount of $300 per 
month it was previously $200[#8]. Motion 014-063 
Motion made by Mr. Ericson to amend the agreement 
to read $300 per month, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 
Unanimously voted.

Mr. Goerlach presented the Board with a written 
LASTON

request to set up a revolving account to hold 
PARK

donations for an additional land purchase at Laston 
Park[#9].  Motion 014-064 Motion made by Mr. Ericson 
to create a revolving account for donations for 
Laston Field, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 
voted.
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Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with the Annual 
ASSESSORS

Contract from CAI Technologies for the Assessors 
MAPPING

mapping and GIS maintenance services[#10].  Motion 
014-065  Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve the 
contract with CAI Technologies for the Assessor’s 
2015 map/GIS maintenance service, seconded by 
Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with a preliminary 
FY15

draft of the FY15 Budget modifications. Mr. Sieloff 
BUDGET

explained about the changes that were made such as 
to employee salaries (from 2% to 1.5%)[11].  

Mr. Sieloff also stated that he added to the Capital 
FY15

Plan Budget a Mt. Greylock project repairs and 
CAPITAL

eliminated the Town Hall basement repairs and the 
BUDGET

Highway Department furnace replacement for this year. 

Selectmen’s Items

Mr. Ericson said that he will work up an estimate 
BASEMENT

for basement repairs near the oil tanks.
REPAIRS
Mr. Ericson also announced that the cleanup day 
TOWN

will be Saturday, May 3, 2014.
CLEANUP
Mr. Goerlach asked about health insurance costs.  
HEALTH
Mr. Goerlach asked if Mr. Sieloff has been 
INSURANCE
attending the school contract negotiations.  Mr. 
COSTS
Sieloff said that he is planning on going to them.  
Mr. Ericson said that he has been attending the 
Lanesborough Elementary School Board meetings and 
if you are sitting in the audience you cannot hear 
what the Board is discussing.
Mr. Goerlach stated that Katherine Gates contacted 
BALANCE

him with concerns regarding the drain on Balance 
ROCK

Rock Road.  The drain was paved over and needs to 
ROAD

be reinstalled. Mr. Sieloff said that he will speak 
DRAINAGE

with the Police Chief and Highway Superintendent 
about the dangers at this intersection and the 
possible need for additional signage. 
Town Administrator’s Report 

Mr. Sieloff went over some proposed Articles for 
ARTICLES
the Annual Town Meeting Warrant.  He would like 
ANNUAL
to change some of the elected positions to 
TOWN
appointed, like the Sewer Commission and Tree 
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Warden.  There is also a $300 for Guntlow & 
ARTICLES
Associates for an old bill.  
CONT’D
Mr. Ericson stated that when he was cleaning up 
TOWN HALL

the back of the Town Hall and that there are a 
CLEANUP

lot of dead trees hanging over the playground on 
Bridge Street.  Mr. Goerlach suggested contacting 
the Tree Warden.

Acceptance of the minutes tabled until May meeting.
MINUTES
Motion made by Mr. Ericson to adjourn, seconded 
MEETING

by Mr. Goerlach.  Unanimously voted.  Meeting 
ADJOURNED

adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

Footnotes:

 1 Community Room Use –Avon
 2 Berkshire Conservation District

 3 Zoning By-Law Amendment
 4 Streetlight Listing
 5 Berkshire Engineering – Town Hall Roof
 6 Attorney General Letter

 7 Kopelman & Paige - Credentials

 8 Dupere Retainer Agreement

 9 Revolving Account for Laston Field

10 CAI Technologies Contract
11 FY15 Budget
