TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

April 22, 2013   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach


Mr. Robert Barton


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants:  Warrants signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Sieloff asked Maria Caccaviello representative 
CAROUSEL

of the Berkshire Carousel, about the location for 
the carousel and the wording on the Warrant.  

Tim Sorrell representing the Recreation Committee 
LASTON

said that there has been scheduling conflicts at 
FIELD

Laston Park, but he has worked them out so the 
cruisers event can go on as scheduled.  Mr. Sorrell 
is also concerned about allowing cars on the field 
because it has been a wet season and the ground is 
very soft.  Mr. Sorrell asked that the Selectmen 
give the Recreation Committee some power about 
limiting cars driving on the field. Motion 13-052 
Motion made by Mr. Barton that for the May 11, 2013 
event either the Recreation Committee or the Laston 
Field Committee are authorized to supervise the use 
of the ball fields during the car show, seconded by 
Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Rob Reilly stated that he feels that the there seems 
ARTICLES

to be a need a by-law to cover financial warrant 
articles for special town meetings because often 
articles are placed on a warrant and the Finance 
Committee has had no opportunity to review them in 
advance. Mr. Sieloff will check with Town Counsel.

Mr. Sieloff reported that there were 17 applicants 
TOWN CLERK

for the Town Clerk position.  Mr. Sieloff stated that 
POSITION

Bob Ericson and Bruce Durwin have agreed to review the applications.  

Mr. Sieloff asked if Mr. Barton wanted to talk 
STAFFING

about the Council on Aging Director position.  
TOWN HALL

Mr. Barton stated that he wants a plan for the 
staffing of Town Hall.  Mr. Sieloff said that he 
was looking at expanding the role of the Council 
on Aging Director.
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Carrie Greene chair of the Mt. Greylock Regional 
MGRSC

School Committee and Stephen Hemman from the 


Massachusetts Association of Regional Schools spoke 
to the Selectmen.  Ms. Greene explained that they 
were here today to give an overview of what would 
happen if there was a regionalization of the 2 
elementary schools and the high school.  The School 
Committee received a grant and have hired 5 consultants. 
Mr. Hemman made a presentation[#1]. 

Request from D. Condron Construction for a Road 
ROAD

Opening Permit to install a sewer main in front of 
OPENING

10 Opechee Street.  Motion 13-053 Motion made by 
PERMIT

Mr. Barton to approve the Road Opening Permit to 
install a sewer main in front of 10 Opechee Street 
with the following stipulations: contractor shall 
notify the Highway Superintendent when the work is 
started; contractor shall secure the job site at the 
end of each day and the contractor shall properly 
patch the trench with 2 layers of blacktop, base 
and top[#2], seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 
voted. 

Motion 13-054 Motion made by Mr. Barton to reappoint 
VETERANS’

Rosanne Frieri as Veterans’ Agent for a term ending 
AGENT

June 30, 2014, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 
voted.

Joan Giguere explained the damage to her house from 
STORM

a storm.  Ms. Giguere said that the town's insurance 
DAMAGE

company stated that it is an "act of god" and denied
her claim.  Mr. Goerlach asked that Mr. Sieloff look 
into the matter further.

Mr. Sieloff reported that he has seen the plaque for 
MINER ROAD

the Miner Road Bridge.  Mr. Sieloff will speak with 
BRIDGE

Mr. Prendergast.

Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with the Highway 
ROAD 

Superintendent's Chapter 90 request. Mr. Sieloff 
PAVING

explained that the Berkshire Regional Planning 
PLAN

Commission will, for $2,500, review and collect data 
on the status of all town roads.  Mr. Barton would 
like to have this apply to all roads paved and not 
paved[#3]. Motion 13-055 Motion made by Mr. Barton to 
approve Berkshire Regional Planning Commissions offer,
with comments already stipulated, seconded by 
Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.
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Mr. Sieloff explained that the Lanesborough 
LES BUDGET

Elementary School is having their final budget 
hearing on April 24, 2013, after that meeting he 
will have final budget figures for the next 
Selectmen’s meeting.  Mr. Sieloff stated that he 
is proposing a part-time person to act an Assistant 
Town Secretary for a couple of hours a week and also 
talked about expanding the Council on Aging position’s 
duties.
Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with the proposed 
WARRANT

Warrant for the Special Town Meeting. Mr. Scelsi, 
Manager of Berkshire Mall voiced his concerns about 
the impact that the change in taxation would have 
on the Town.  Mr. Tinkham wants to make sure the 
public knows about the 2nd article on the Special 
Town Meeting Warrant.  It was suggested to put 
information on the Government Access Channel, the 
website and the Fire Department information board.

Mr. Sieloff presented proposed changes to the format 
WARRANT

for the Annual Town Meeting Warrant.

Mr. Sieloff described the Animal Control Vehicle. 
ACO

Mr. Goerlach said that he feels that the town 
VEHICLE

should maintain the vehicle for animal control.  
Mr. Goerlach asked Mr. Sieloff to check into 
liability to the Town.

Mr. Sieloff presented the board with the Fire 
FIRE

Department Fee Schedule.  Motion 13-056 Motion made
DEPARTMENT

 by Mr. Barton to adopt the new fees[#4], seconded 
by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.
Mr. Barton asked about a budget for a new police 
CRUISER

cruiser.  Mr. Sieloff stated that there is no 
cruiser in the FY14 Budget.

Mr. Goerlach recused himself from the Board and 
ORCHARD

asked about an e-mail regarding work done on 
AVENUE

Orchard Avenue. Mr. Goerlach said that there was 
already a wall in the right of way.  The owner just 
replaced what was existing.  Mr. Barton said that 
this is a private issue not a Town issue, because it 
is a private right of way.

Mr. Sieloff reported that he has been working with 
BAKER HILL

the Baker Hill Road District in a discussion about
ROAD

a road maintenance agreement.
DISTRICT
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Town Administrators’ report

Mr. Sieloff reported that he reviewed the July 
SPECIAL

31, 2012 Special Town meeting video and that 
TOWN 

there are 2 major changes and that he can put 
MEETING

together the finalized document.
JULY 2012
Acceptance of the Minutes of the April 8, 2013 
MINUTES

meeting were tabled until the next meeting.

Mr. Barton disclosed that his wife is 
CONFLICT

employed by the school, therefore the Board
OF

invoked the rule of necessity to sign the School
INTEREST

Salaries Warrant.  

Mr. Barton rescinded his signature on the Town 
Warrant because he is a recipient of reimbursement.

Motion made by Mr. Barton to adjourn,  

MEETING

seconded by Mr. Goerlach., Unanimously voted.
ADJOURNED

Meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

Footnotes:

1 School District Regionalizaton

2 Road Opening Permit

3 Berkshire Regional Planning Commission

4 Fire Department Fees

