TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

April 14, 2014   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman



Mr. Robert Ericson



Mr. Henry Sayers


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants: Warrants Signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 6:00 p.m.

Joe Scelsi, Manager, Berkshire Mall asking for 
CARNIVAL

permission to hold a Carnival on from 6 p.m. to 11
BERKSHIRE

p.m. on May 1 to May 11, the event is to benefit 
MALL

the Lanesborough Fire Department and a charity of 
the Carnival’s choice. Mr. Scelsi stated that he 
has spoken with the Police and Fire Departments 
and everything is set.  Motion 014-046  Motion made 
by Mr. Ericson to approve the Carnival from 6 p.m. 
to 11 p.m. on May 1 through May 11 on site by April 
27 packed up and off site by May 15, seconded by 
Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted.

Hearing for Pawn Broker License -- Mr. Quaseem 
PAWN

on behalf of Gold Expression at the Berkshire 
BROKER

Mall.  Officer Sorrell said that he had no 
LICENSE

problems with Mr. Quaseem in the past[#1].  
HEARING

Motion 014-047 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
approve the Pawn Broker License, seconded by 
Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff announced openings on the Sewer 
VACANCIES

Commission, Tree & Forest Committee, Historical 
Commission and Local Access Cable TV Channel 
Committee.  

Motion 014-049   Mr. Sieloff requested that the 
COMMUNITY

Community Clean-Up rain date be May 3[#2]. Motion 
CLEAN-UP

made by Mr. Ericson to allow a rain date of May 3, 
2014 for the Town Clean-Up, seconded by Mr. Sayers. 
Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff reported that Lynn Ann Clark of Avon 
COMMUNITY

Products is not here regarding her request for use 
ROOM USE

of the Community Room[#3].  Mr. Sieloff stated that 
he is waiting for more information.  Mr. Goerlach 
stated that the Board would give her one more chance 
to explain her request.
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Motion 014-050   Motion made by Mr. Sayers to 
ANIMAL

appoint Michael McClay as Animal Control Officer 
CONTROL

through June 30, 2014, seconded by Mr. Ericson. 
OFFICER

Unanimously voted. 

Mr. Ericson explained the streetlight list and 
STREETLIGHTS
explained about wanting to remove some streetlights 
to save the Town money[#4]. Mr. Goerlach asked that 
the decision be postponed until the next meeting 
so that he has time to review where they are 
located.

Mr. Goerlach explained that he and several 
LASTON

others are trying to raise money to purchase 
PARK

the property in front of Laston Park[#5].  Mr. 
Sieloff explained where the property is located.

The Board will be meeting Wednesday April 16, 
LES BUDGET

2014 at the Lanesborough Elementary School for 
their public hearing on the budget.

Town Administrator’s Report 

Mr. Sieloff is proposing some changes to the 
EMPLOYEE

budget to keep it lower.  Mr. Sieloff reminded 
RAISES

the Board that they had requested to lower the 
employee raises from 2% to 1.5%.  Mr. Sieloff 
explained also that the Assessor’s Clerk has 
taken on more work and the extra $1 per hour is 
earned.  The Assessor’s Clerk has also obtained 
the licenses to be able to represent the Town at 
any hearing.  

Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with the final 
ENROLLMENT
report of the enrollment projections[#6].

Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with an e-mail 
JET SKI

with objections to the jet ski event[#7].  Mr. 
EVENT

Sieloff said that the MASSDEP is also looking 
into the event as well to make sure that there 
are no violations.

Selectmen’s Items

Mr. Ericson announced that the tick season has 
TICK

begun.
SEASON
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Motion 14-051 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the March 24, 2014 Meeting
MINUTES

[#8], seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously 

voted. 

Motion 14-052 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the March 24, 2014 Executive 
MINUTES

Session[#9], seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously 

voted.

Motion 014-053 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
ACCEPTED
approve the Minutes of March 27, 2014 meeting[#10], 
MINUTES
seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted
Motion 014-054  Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
ACCEPTED
approve the Minutes of April 7, 2014 meeting[#11], 
MINUTES
seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted 
Motion 014-055  Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
ACCEPTED
approve the Minutes of March 27, 2014 Executive
MINUTES
Session[#12], seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously 
voted.
Motion 14-056 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to enter 
EXECUTIVE

into Executive session pursuant to M.G.L. c. 
SESSION

30A, s. 21(a) (2) to conduct strategy sessions  

in preparation for negotiations with union and 

nonunion personnel, potential employee discipline 

and in regard to lawsuits and reconvene to open 
session, seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted. 
Mr. Sayers, yes and Mr. Goerlach, yes.

Reconvened Open Session:

Mr. Sieloff explained that several years ago there 
MACH

was a lawsuit instituted by Ms. Mach regarding her 
LAWSUIT

right of way across Laston Field. Motion 014-057  
Motion made by Mr. Ericson, with respect to the 
Mach v. Town judgment by the Berkshire Superior 
Court C.A. No. 2011-019, I move that Town elect 
not to restore the right of way as allowed by the 
Judgment and instead elect to pay Ms. Mach $84,900 
together with interest calculated pursuant to 
G.L. c. 231 section 6I from September 1, 2008 
as awarded by the Judgment[#13], seconded by Mr. Sayers.  
Mr. Goerlach abstained, Mr. Ericson, yes; 
Mr. Sayers, yes.
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Mr. Goerlach suggested that he and the rest of 
RETAINING

the Board go outside the Town Hall and view the 
WALL

retaining wall on the south side of the building.

Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to adjourn, seconded 
MEETING

by Mr. Sayers.  Unanimously voted.  Meeting 
ADJOURNED

adjourned at 7:33 p.m.

Footnotes:

 1 Pawn Broker License 
 2 Rain Date Town Clean-up
 3 Community Room Use

 4 Street Lights

 5 Laston Field Fund Raiser

 6 Educational Enrollment Forecasts

 7 Jet Ski Event

 8 March 24, 2014 Minutes

 9 March 24, 2014 Executive Session Minutes

10 March 27, 2014 Minutes

11 April 7, 2014 Minutes

12 April 7, 2014 Executive Session Minutes

13 Mach Land Dispute Settlement Proposal
