TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

April 8, 2013   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach


Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


Mr. Robert Barton


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants:  Warrants signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Joe Scelsi, Manager of Berkshire Mall stated 
GILLETTE

that the Gillette Circus will be held from April 
CIRCUS

25, 2013 through May 5 at the Mall. Proceeds will 

benefit Regal Stars of Hope and the Fire 

Department.  He has already spoken with the 

Health Department, Fire Department and Police 

Department. Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve 

the permit for the Gillette Circus, seconded by 

Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Barton announced on behalf of Martha Freedman 
TOWN

that the 5th Annual Lanesborough cleanup will be 
CLEAN UP

held on Saturday, April 27, 2013 from 9:30 am to 

12:30 pm starting at the Lanesborough Elementary 

School.  There will be trucks located in the same 

three locations as last year.  If necessary a rain 

date will be listed on the Town Web Site.

Stacy Parsons, Conservation Commission Chair 
CONSERVATION
requested that the Board appoint Dean Maynard to 
COMMISSION

the Conservation Commission.  Motion 13-046  
APPOINTMENT

Motion made by Mr. Barton to appoint Dean Maynard 

to the Conservation Commission to serve until 

June 30, 2016, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 

Unanimously voted[#1].

Stacy Parsons, Teacher at Lanesborough and member 
PRE-K

of the Lanesborough Teachers Association stating 
PROGRAM

that she and the Association are here to request 

that the Pre-K program be kept in the budget.  On 

behalf of the Early Childhood Group, Mr. Barton 

spoke in favor of keeping the Pre-K program.  

Several teachers and parents spoke in favor of the 

Pre-K program.

Mr. Sieloff explained that the Elementary School 
ELEMENTARY

Committee has not yet had their public hearing and 
SCHOOL

tonight is an informational meeting only. Mr. Sieloff 
BUDGET
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asked that the Selectmen postpone their April 22nd, 
ELEMENTARY 

meeting to April 29th.  Rose Ellis, Superintendent 
SCHOOL

of Schools stated that the Public Meeting will be 
BUDGET

at 7 p.m. on April 24, 2013 in the Lanesborough 
CONT’D

Elementary School cafeteria.  Dr. Ellis presented 

an overview of the budget for the Lanesborough 

Elementary School[#2].

Mr. Barton announced that we are still looking for 
VOLUNTEERS

volunteers to serve on the Sewer Commission, 

Planning Board and Board of Registrars.

Motion 13-047 Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve 
ROAD 

the road opening permit requested by Berkshire Gas 
OPENING

for the installation of a new gas service to 30 
PERMIT

Baker Street, Lanesborough, seconded by 

Mr. Goerlach[3]. Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-048 Motion made by Mr. Barton to appoint 
INTERIM

Ruth Knysh as Interim Town Clerk to serve until 
TOWN

May 30, 2013, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 
CLERK

voted.

Mr. Sieloff asked the Board how they want to 
WARRANT

handle approval of the Warrant Articles for the 
ARTICLES

Special Town Meeting. Mr. Sieloff stated that he 
SPECIAL

spoke with Bill Decelles about what he needs to 
TOWN 

do the lot paving.  Mr. Decelles said that an 
MEETING

additional $40,000 to do the Police, Highway, 

Library, Town Hall parking lots.  Mr. Sieloff 

would like to finish the project all at once.  

Mr. Goerlach asked that Mr. Sieloff check on the 

septic system at Town Hall.  Mr. Barton asked to 

find out about getting rid of the kennel.

Mr. Barton is asking to turn the open tasks 
OPEN

roster over to someone.
TASKS

Town Secretary said that she has received a 
TOWN CLERK

dozen responses to the advertisement for Town 

Clerk. Mr. Sieloff would like to have Bob Ericson, 

Bruce Durwin and himself review the resumes.  

The Board agreed.

Mr. Sieloff stated that an ad for the Council on 
COA

Aging Director position will go in the paper in 
DIRECTOR

the next couple of weeks.  Mr. Barton would like 
AD

to have this be an agenda item on a future meeting 

to discuss the position before the ad is published.
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Mr. Sieloff explained the Special Town Meeting 
SPECIAL

Articles as follows: Article 1 for Free Cash 
TOWN

Transfers to cover $4,000 to the Landfill Monitoring 
MEETING

because of the need for additional monitoring[#4], 

$8,000 to Winter Roads, $10,000 to Reserve Fund to 

replace funds that were withdrawn earlier this year, 

and $40,000 to the Highway Department to cover paving 

and Article 2 Land Value Petition. Motion 13-049 

Motion made by Mr. Barton to set Tuesday, May 7, 

2013 as the date for a Special Town Meeting in the 

Lanesborough Elementary School cafeteria at 7 p.m., 

seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.  

Mr. Sieloff explained that the Animal Control 
ANIMAL

Officer, Mike McClay said that if the town gives 
CONTROL

him the truck, he will take over the insurance, 
TRUCK

do all repairs and only charge the town mileage.  

Mr. Goerlach is against giving him the van. 

Mr. Prendergast is concerned about the liability.  

Mr. Sieloff will get more information.  

Mr. Barton announced that there will be a public 
CABLE 

forum at 6 p.m. on April 22, 2013 in the 
SERVICES

Selectmen’s office at Town Hall regarding cable 

services.

Mr. Barton said that the Early Childhood Study 
EARLY

Group is ready to present their white paper at 
CHILDHOOD

the Selectmen’s April 22, 2013 meeting.

Mr. Prendergast asked about the agreement with 
BERKSHIRE

Berkshire Wind Power’s payment in lieu of taxes. 
WIND POWER

Mr. Barton said that he spoke to a representative 
ETHICS

from the Ethics Commission regarding his appointment

to the Early Childhood Committee.  Mr. Barton went 

on to say the reasons the Board can agree that it 

is ok that he serves on the Early Childhood 

Committee is not a conflict of interest. 

Mr. Goerlach read the letter from Mr. Barton to the 

Board of Selectmen[#5].  Mr. Prendergast expressed 

his concerns, citing his answer from the Ethics 

Commission. Mr. Barton said that this is concerning 

his service on the Early Childhood Committee. 

Mr. Goerlach does not have any concerns. 

Mr. Prendergast stated that he would sign the letter 

but he wants on record that he does not know what 

Mr. Barton’s interests are and he cannot attest to 

the service. Motion 13-050 Motion made by 
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Mr. Goerlach to accept letter from Mr. Barton, 
ETHICS

seconded by Mr. Prendergast with the aforementioned 
CONT’D

concerns. Mr. Goerlach, yes; Mr. Prendergast, yes; 

Mr. Barton abstained.

Motion 13-051 Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the March 25, 2013 minutes, seconded 
MINUTES

by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Prendergast disclosed that his wife is 
CONFLICT

employed by the school, therefore the Board
OF

invoked the rule of necessity to sign the School
INTEREST

Salaries Warrant.  

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn,  

MEETING

seconded by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted.
ADJOURNED

Meeting adjourned at 9:59 p.m.

Footnotes:

1 Dean Maynard’s Appointment to Conservation Commission

2 Lanesborough Elementary School Budget

3 Berkshire Gas Co. Road Opening Permit

4 Culligan Water Filtering

5 Letter from Mr. Barton

6 Minutes of March 11, 2013
