TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

April 7 2014   

Present: Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman

         Mr. Robert Ericson


    Mr. Henry Sayers

         Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants:  Warrants signed.

Mr. Goerlach opened the meeting at 6:00 p. m.

Mr. Stevens called the Finance Committee to order at 6:00 p.m. 
Robert Barton of the Lanesborough Elementary         LES        School Committee reported that he was informed       COMMITTEE     today that the Lanesborough Elementary School was              to be at this meeting today and they are not              prepared to present their budget.  Mr. Stevens             stated that this meeting is to discuss budgets. 
There was review and discussion about the Highway    HIGHWAY    Department Budget.  Mr. Decelles explained his       BUDGET         new budget items and how the diesel fuel use is             separated by department. 
There was review and discussion about the Police     POLICE DEPT  Department Budget including the Baker Hill Road      BUDGET District’s contribution. Mr. Wolf of the Finance        Committee said that he thinks the agreement with              the Baker Hill Road District should be renegotiated            to allow a higher rate of reimbursement. 
Review and discussion of the Fire Department         FIRE  budget including putting money aside in the          BUDGET Capital Plan for the purchase of a new vehicle.                Mr. Sieloff explained that he has proposed in                 the Capital Plan that the town put about $100,000               in the Capital Plan this year and again next year             and then purchase the vehicle. Chief Durfee is             looking at possible grant money.
Review and discussion about the Mt. Greylock         MT.GREYLOCK   Regional School budget, David Langsten represented   BUDGET          the Mt. Greylock Regional School Committee.  The          official letter received from the school lists          $2,623,181 as the schools budget.  David said that            they have gotten the budget down by 2.78% from the        
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original 4.0%.  They managed to do this because     MT.GREYLOCK           they have received a grant and will postpone the    CONT’D payment on the bond for the gym.  One thing they              have done to cut the budget is to eliminate the               late buses.  Mr. Ericson said that the feels that           there should be an announcement at the Town Meeting          that there will be no late buses.
Mr. Stevens announced that the Finance Committee    LES         does not yet have the Lanesborough Elementary       BUDGET       School Budget.  There is a public meeting           MEETING          scheduled for April 16th to finalize the budget.    APRIL 16
Mr. Sieloff said that there is an additional        MT.GREYLOCK $33,000 budgeted for Mt. Greylock that will                    have to be found. 

Motion 14-044 Motion made by Mr. Sayers that        SALARIES         the increases in salary for non-union employees              will be only 1.5%, seconded by Mr. Goerlach.            Unanimously voted.
During the discussion about the Capital Plan        CAPITAL        the Board of Selectmen stated that they wish        PLAN            to add a line item for a water line for                 properties located near the closed landfill                    of $200,000.  Mr. Goerlach said that he understood            that it would be $300,000.  Mr. Sieloff said that              he was hoping to get a grant for the additional            $100,000, but will increase the amount to $300,000            and it would be a loan.
Mr. Sieloff went through the proposed budget        OTHER     and noted several changes: $5,000 increase in       BUDGET    the Town Accountant Salary; increase Assessors      CHANGES  Clerk $1.00 per hour because the clerk also                 serves on the Assessors Board.  Mr. Sieloff also             added an additional $2,000 to the law account                 and made small changes in the Town Clerk expenses              for additional training and an additional $1,000               for WiredWest.  Mr. Sieloff also discussed his            proposal to add hours to the Town Secretary and          Assistant Town Secretary positions. He has added            money for Town Hall for emergencies.  The Cemetery        Department is planning to do repairs in the             cemeteries this year and wants to update their            
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computer software.  Mr. Goerlach said that he is      BUDGET     meeting with Bruce Durwin on Wednesday morning to     CONT’D         go over this budget.
Mr. Sieloff had proposed to the Board of Health       BOARD OF          to cut their budget $5,000.  The Board of Health      HEALTH        said that they now have 3 people.  The third person   BUDGET       deals with decrepit buildings so that $5,000 will              be needed.
Mr. Sieloff explained that there is a new line        ADA    item for ADA $500.  Mr. Stevens suggested an          BUDGET automatic door on the handicap ramp.

Mr. Sieloff proposed a cut of $3,000 for the          AMERICAN  American Legion and that $3,000 be added to           LEGION Veterans Benefits.  Mr. Stevens wants to have         BUDGET further discussion with the American Legion about             their budget needs.
Library asked for a 3% increase, Mr. Sieloff          LIBRARY   has changed it to 2%.  Mr. Stevens said that          BUDGET   the Library gets funding from the state according              to the amount of salaries and he is concerned that             it will be impacted by the reduction.  Mr. Sieloff             said that they were over the amount necessary.
Motion 14-045 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to enter     EXECUTIVE into Executive Session pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A,     SESSION     s. 21(a) (2) to conduct strategy sessions in            preparation for negotiations with union and               nonunion personnel and in regard to lawsuits and        reconvene to open session, seconded by Mr. Sayers.         Unanimously voted. Mr. Sayers, yes; Mr. Ericson,              yes; and Mr. Goerlach, yes.

Motion was made by Mr. Goerlach to consider           MACH offering the right of way to Ms. Mach instead of              the settlement, no second.
Motion made by Mr. Ericson to adjourn, seconded       ADJOURNED by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted. Meeting                  adjourned at 9:38 a.m.

Footnotes:

1 Department Budget Requests for FY15
