TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING
Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary
March 27 2014   

Present: Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman
         Mr. Robert Ericson
	    Mr. Henry Sayers
         Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Also present were members of the Finance and    	PRESENT           School Committees of Lanesborough, Board of              Selectmen from New Ashford, Williamstown,                 Hancock and Richmond, members of the Mt.                 Greylock School Building Committee. 
Mark Maloy, Berkshire Regional Planning         	BERKSHIRE        Commission overviewed the population                   REGIONAL    projections in Berkshire County. They project          PLANNING       that in 2020 there will be around 15,000               COMMISSION             school age children in Berkshire County.
Jean Bacon presented her projections of                POPULATION        Lanesborough/Williamstown enrollment, this             STUDY              report is based on the number of women of             childbearing age and she has included the                   women attending Williams College.  Ms. Bacon               report is an update of the Donahue Projections.
Mark Maloy said that there is a big difference         BRPC   between the Donahue Projections and Berkshire             Regional Planning report.  Donahue is using other          regions beside Berkshire County. 
Bob Ericson broke down the cost of educating           COST OF          each child; choice, tuition and resident               EDUCATING      students.  Mr. Ericson said that once choice           CHOICE       students have been accepted in the elementary          STUDENTS    school they are entitled to remain in the                   district until they graduate, the State mandated           reimbursement is only $5,000 for Choice students                and the actual cost is over $11,000.  
Bob Barton presented a chart showing an overview       OVERVIEW           of placement of 6th, 7th, and 8th grades in            OF GRADES communities near Lanesborough. Mr. Sieloff invited       comments from residents.  Mr. Sieloff asked           surrounding towns to consider polling their             

SELECTMEN’S MEETING – MARCH 27, 2014 – PAGE 2
residents about becoming a member of the Mt.              Greylock School District at their Spring 2014              Annual Town Meeting.
Roger Manzolini, Chairman of the Board of              TOWN OF  Selectmen of Richmond reported that they are           RICHMOND      going through a sustainability study now.  Mr.          Manzolini stated that Richmond used to be a                 member of the Mt. Greylock Regional School District,          but is no longer.  The Richmond school has             maintained the same number of students forever, but          half of the 140 students are now Choice. Mr. Manzolini       also said that the cost would be the same even if            they lost the choice students, because they would           still need the school buildings and teachers.  They          only cost savings would be to consolidate grades.
Paul Sieloff said this meeting was being held to       MEETING       have the different communities affected by the way            the district is constructed to voice their concerns           and consider joining the district.
Mr. Goerlach asked if Williamstown could help get      WATER     quality water to any new high school.  Mr. Ericson     LINE     said that there is nothing wrong with the water            supply because there are 2 new wells, but what            happens in the future is unknown.  Mr. Goerlach said          that the water line is 3 1/2 miles away and also           stated that he checked with the MSBA and they will            not help financially with the installation of a                   water line.
Mr. Ericson wants to remind everyone that $2,000,000   PREVIOUS        was spent on the gym, locker rooms and a new boiler    REPAIRS        in the school in the last few years.
The feasibility study will cover what can be done      STUDY     with the existing structure as well as possibly           building a new school.
Mr. Sieloff staged that if the neighboring towns       DISTRICT  participated in the district they would have a                say in future district decisions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Goerlach thanked everyone for coming tonight.
Adjourned 7:50 p.m.	ADJOURNED
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Footnotes:

1 Berkshire Regional Planning Report
2 Enrollment Projections
3 Cost of Choice and Tuition Students
4 Overview—Placement of Grades


