TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

March 25, 2013   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach


Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


Mr. Robert Barton


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants:  Warrants signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Carrie Greene called to order the public hearing 
MGRSD

for the Mt. Greylock Regional School District, 
BUDGET

introduced Rose Ellis who made a power point 

presentation about the Mt. Greylock Regional School 

District Budget of $10,485,272 which is a $219,710 

increase over FY13[#1]. Al Terranova thanked 

Dr. Ellis for her presentation. Mr. Terranova cited 

the fact that there is a diminishing school 

enrollment and yet the budget continues to rise. 

Mr. Prendergast asked about the amount of money 

budgeted for maintenance. Mr. Barton also expressed 

concerns about the amount of money budgeted for 

maintenance.

Carrie Greene said that they have filed the request 
MGRSD

for funds for the feasibility study and is asking 
FEASIBILITY
the Towns of Lanesborough and Williamstown to set 
STUDY

aside money somewhere to cover the cost if the 

request is accepted by the state ($65,000 from Lanesborough/$105,000 from Williamstown).  Carrie 

Greene closed the Mt. Greylock Regional School 

District Budget Public Hearing.

James Brosnan, Superintendent of the Northern 
MCCANN

Berkshire Vocational Regional School District 
BUDGET

introduced School Committee Chair, Daniel Maloney, 

Jr. and School Committee Vice Chair, Thomas Mahar.   

Mr. Brosnan presented the Northern Berkshire 

Vocational Regional School District Budget of 

$8,467,440[#2].  Most of the budget has been level 

funded this year as it has been for the last 2 or 

3 years.  Mr. Barton thanked Mr. Brosnan for their 

offer to build Town Hall ramp.

Motion 13-043 Motion made by Mr. Barton to accept 
PLANNING

with regret the resignation of Nicholas DeCandia 
BOARD

from the Planning Board[#3], seconded by Mr. 

Prendergast. Unanimously voted.  
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Motion 13-044 Motion made by Mr. Barton to accept  
COUNCIL

the resignation of Charis Keeler as Council on 
ON AGING

Aging Director with great regret and thanks for 
DIRECTOR

her dedication to the Seniors of Lanesborough[#4], 

seconded by Mr. Prendergast.  Unanimously voted.  

Mr. Barton reviewed the Senior White Paper that 

he and Mrs. Keeler put together[#5]. Mr. Goerlach 

assured everyone that it is not the intention of 

the Town to take away from the Seniors to fund 

the Carousel. Mr. Goerlach asked Mr. Sieloff to 

check with other nearby towns to find out what they 

have in place for their Seniors and if there is a

way to share.

Bob Ericson said that the earlier Mt. Greylock 
MGRSD

budget had been increased by $75,000 

(Lanesborough’s Share will be $30,000) because a 

letter was received from Fire Chief Pedercini, 

requiring the school remove the fire curtain on 

the stage in the auditorium as it contains asbestos. 

This amount will cover taking out the curtain and 

replacing it.  

Motion 13-044 Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve 
CURB CUT

a curb cut requested by Richard Ashkar for property 

located on Bailey Road with the stipulation that a 4’ 

blacktop apron on the driveway and a 12” culvert 

be installed[#6], seconded by Mr. Prendergast.  

Mr. Barton yes; Mr. Prendergast yes; Mr. Goerlach 

abstained.  

Mr. Sieloff explained that he has spoken with 
PECKS

Gailanne Cariddi regarding the closing of Pecks 
ROAD

Road to truck traffic.  Ms. Cariddi said to draft 

a letter to each Chair of the Joint Committee on 

Transportation for the Board to sign by the end 

of the week.

Mr. Sieloff explained that we have received a 
SPECIAL

petition from Al Hartheimer requesting a Special 
TOWN

Town Meeting with 220 signatures regarding the 
MEETING

land tax. Mr. Sieloff suggested May 7, 2013. 
PETITION

Mr. Goerlach said that he noticed that there 

were signatures of at least 2 of people who do 

not live here. Mr. Goerlach read the text of the 

petition[#7].  Mr. Hartheimer does not object to 

May 7, 2013. Mr. Sieloff wants to double check 

with Town Counsel about the dates. 
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Mr. Sieloff suggested having the Town Clerk 
TOWN CLERK

position as a stand alone position for 18 hours. 
POSITION

Which would be 8 to 12 Monday through Thursday 

and 6 to 8 on Monday nights.  He would like to 

put an ad in the paper. Mr. Sieloff also stated 

that there is a Temporary Town Clerk in place at 

this time. The Board approved placing an ad in 

the paper. 

Mr. Sieloff proposed adding certain things at 
WEB SITE

the Town’s web site to add local businesses by 

at least listing names, addresses and phone 

numbers. Mr. Barton agreed that it is a good 

idea.  Mr. Goerlach as a local business owner

abstained from the discussion.  Mr. Prendergast 

also agreed that it was a good idea.

Mr. Sieloff stated that we had the 2 school 
FY14

budgets today, and had joint meeting with the 
BUDGET

Finance Committee. Mr. Sieloff also stated that 

at the next Board of Selectmen’s meeting the 

Lanesborough Elementary School will present their 

budget and that should be all of the outstanding 

budgets.  Mr. Sieloff stated that at the following 

meeting he will make further recommendations on 

the budget.  Mr. Barton said that he is concerned 

about the Elementary School budget.

Mr. Prendergast reported that someone requested 
LAKE

Bill Decelles tot put blocks at the end of 

National Street to keep people from driving into 

the lake.  Mr. Prendergast said that he had spoken 

to Mr. Decelles about this.  Mr. Prendergast said 

that he will speak with Mr. Decelles again.  

Mr. Prendergast also stated that the same individual 

stated that where Bull Hill Road meets Imperial and 

Ocean Streets the black top is breaking up.  

Mr. Prendergast stated that there may be an area 
CAROUSEL

for the Carousel near the Water District property 

on Bull Hill Road.

Mr. Prendergast asked Mr. Sieloff what he found 
WINDMILL

out about Berkshire Wind Project’s payments in 

lieu of taxes.  Mr. Sieloff stated that they are 

still working on it.

Mr. Goerlach said that he spoke with Mark Seigers 
CAROUSEL

about the repayment of any bonding for the Carousel.
BONDING
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Mr. Sieloff thanked and recognized the great 
LIGHTING

work done by the Energy Committee for getting a 
AT TOWN

grant and replacing the light bulbs in Town Hall.
HALL

Mr. Sieloff reported that he was reminded by 
WARRANT

Joe Kellogg that it was previously decided not 

to put the Annual Town Meeting Warrant in the 

Town Report as it will be posted around Town 

and on the web site.

Mr. Prendergast reported that he spoke with 
MINER ROAD

Tom McKnight and he thinks that the plaque for 
BRIDGE

the Miner Road Bridge will probably be ready 

in a couple of weeks.

Motion 13-045 Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the March 11, 2013 minutes, seconded 
MINUTES

by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Prendergast disclosed that his wife is 
CONFLICT

employed by the school, therefore the Board
OF

invoked the rule of necessity to sign the School
INTEREST

Salaries Warrant.  

Motion made by Mr. Barton to adjourn,  

MEETING

seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.
ADJOURNED

Meeting adjourned at 9:59 p.m.

Footnotes:

1 Mt. Greylock School Budget

2 Northern Berkshire Vocational Budget

3 Nicholas DeCandia’s Resignation

4 Charis Keeler’s Resignation

5 Council on Aging White Paper

6 Curb Cut

7 Petition for Special Town Meeting

8 Minutes of March 11, 2013
