TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

March 24, 2014   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman



Mr. Robert Ericson



Mr. Henry Sayers


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants: Warrants Signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 6:00 p.m.

Hearing for Pawn Broker License for Best Buy: 
PAWN

Mr. Ericson opened the hearing by reading the 
BROKER

Legal Notice.  Brandon Warner representing Best 
LICENSE

Buy stated that their trade-in program comes under 
BEST BUY

the Pawn Broker License By-Law which was enacted 
by the Town.  Mr. Warner explained that Best Buy 
only gets trade-ins for computers, cell phones and 
computer games.  Mr. Warner also stated that there 
is no cash exchanged. Payment is made with gift 
cards to the store[#1].  Motion 14-035  Motion made 
by Mr. Ericson to approve the issuance of the Pawn 
Broker License, seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously 
voted.
Public Comment: Richard Cohen with comments on 
PUBLIC

conflict of interest and violations of ethics.  
COMMENT

Mr. Cohen submitted a letter of complaint to the 
Board of his concerns[#2].  
Mr. Tinkham reminded the Board that there is 
SCHOOL

a meeting on Thursday, March 27, 2014 regarding 
ENROLLMENT
school enrollment.
MEETING
Application for Permit from Berkshire Gas Company 
BERKSHIRE

requesting to retire an inactive service at 40 
GAS CO.

Hobomack Avenue. Motion 14-036  Motion made by 
Mr. Ericson to approve the application from 
Berkshire Gas Company requesting to retire an 
inactive service at 40 Hobomack Avenue [#3], 
seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted.

VNA Contract Motion 14-037 Motion made by 
VNA

Mr. Ericson to approve the contract for the 
CONTRACT

Visiting Nurse Association, seconded by Mr. 
Sayers[#4]. Unanimously voted.
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Application for use of the Community Room received 
COMMUNITY

from Lynn Ann Clark representing Avon Products.  
ROOM

No one came to the meeting so it was tabled to 
April 14, 2014.

Martha Freedman of Quarry Road on behalf of the 
TOWN

Lanesborough Cleanup Committee asked for approval 
CLEANUP

to hold the 6th Annual Town cleanup[#5]. She would 
like to have it on Saturday, April 26, 2014 between 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Mr. Goerlach stated that 
he will donate the use of truck again this year. 
Motion 14-038  Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
approve the cleanup day to be held on Saturday, 
April 26, 2014 between 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
subject to the conditions outlined by Bill DeCelles, 
Highway Superintendent: number of trucks needed, 
where they will be placed and where the trash is 
going after the cleanup is over, seconded by Mr. 
Sayers. Unanimously voted.
Wayne Ordon of Northeast Watercraft Alliance 
WATERCRAFT

appeared to explain about the jet ski races that 
EVENT

his organization would like to hold on July 12 
and 13, 2014[#6].  Northeast Watercraft would like 
to hold the event on Pontoosuc Lake in front of 
Matt Reilly’s from 8 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. This event 
is open to the public and free of charge.  Jack 
Hickey, Assistant Harbor Master and representative 
of the Friends of Pontoosuc, presented the Board 
with his concerns about the possible infestation of 
Zebra Mussels. Mr. Hickey also stated that he has 
already started working with DCR. Mr. Hickey is 
also concerned about the noise problem of jet skis 
and that the abutters to the area of the race will 
be the most impacted by the noise.  His biggest 
concern is the policing of the event in regard to 
any pollution to the lake. Mr. Hickey suggested 
moving the event farther south on the lake to 
alleviate the noise problem.  Mr. Goerlach does not 
feel that moving the event to the area in front of 
the concrete wall will diminish the noise. Mr. Ordon 
said that a representative from DCR will be on site 
to police the event.  Mr. Sayers stated that he would 
like to hear from the abutters as to the event. Mr. 
Goerlach asked that Mr. Ordon present the Town with 
a document indicating his intention to contract 
with the Lanesborough Police and Volunteer Fire 
Squad for the event.    Motion 14-039  Motion made 
by Mr. Ericson to approve the NEWA Regional 
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Watercraft Race event on July 12 and 13, 2014 from 
WATERCRAFT
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. subject to Mr. Ordon contracting 
CONT’D
with the Lanesborough Police Department and Volunteer 
Fire Squad for the event, seconded by Mr. Sayers. 
Unanimously voted.
Mr. Barton, Chair of the Lake Roads Committee 
LAKE ROADS

presented the Board explaining what the 
COMMITTEE

Committee is trying to achieve[#7].  Mr. Barton 
said that there are 2 sources of revenue: to 
accept roads which would increase Chapter 90 and 
delete small roads that have never been accepted 
as roads and no longer really exist.  Mr. Barton 
would like these “paper roads” be privatized and 
become part of taxable property.  This would cost 
the Town approximately $25,000 to accept the roads 
and a capital expenditure of approximately $125,000 
for other projects.
Mr. Cohen stated that the Finance Committee 
FY15

could not comment at this meeting for the budget 
BUDGET

because they have not duly posted their meeting.   
Mr. Goerlach postponed the budget meeting.  Mr. 
Sieloff stated that there is at this time a balanced 
budget.  

Motion 14-040 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to enter 
EXECUTIVE

into Executive session pursuant to M.G.L. c. 
SESSION

30A, s. 21(a) (2) to conduct strategy sessions  

in preparation for negotiations with union and 

nonunion personnel and in regard to lawsuits and 

reconvene to open session, seconded by Mr. Sayers.

Unanimously voted. Mr. Sayers, yes; Mr. Ericson 

and Mr. Goerlach, yes.

Mr. Decelles said that the Highway Department can 
TOWN HALL

build a wall around the IT equipment in the 
WORK

basement of Town Hall.  The Board agreed to this.  
Mr. Decelles said that he also has a call into 
Wooliver about the roof.

Town Administrator’s Report

Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with a proposed 
AGENDA

agenda for the Thursday, March 27, 2014 meeting[#8].
3-27-14
Motion 14-041   Motion made by Mr. Sayers to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the February 26, 2014 meeting[#9] 
MINUTES

seconded by Mr. Ericson. Unanimously voted.
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Motion 14-042   Motion made by Mr. Sayers to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the March 10, 2014 meeting[#10], 
MINUTES

seconded by Mr. Ericson. Unanimously voted.

Motion 14-043   Motion made by Mr. Sayers to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the March 10, 2014 executive
MINUTES

session[#11], seconded by Mr. Ericson. Unanimously 

voted.

Motion made by Mr. Sayers to adjourn, seconded 
MEETING

by Mr. Ericson.  Unanimously voted.  Meeting 
ADJOURNED

adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Footnotes:

 1 Pawn Broker License
 2 Letter from Rich Cohen
 3 Berkshire Gas Request
 4 VNA Contract
 5 6th Annual Cleanup Day

 6 NEWA Watercraft Race

 7 Lake Roads Committee Report
 8 Agenda March 27, 2014 Meeting

 9 March 27, 2014 Agenda

10 February 26, 2014 Minutes

11 March 10, 2014 Minutes

12 March 10, 2014 Executive Session Minutes
