TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

March 11, 2013   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach


Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


Mr. Robert Barton


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants:  Warrants signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Jonathan Choquette, President of Hoosac Valley 
JDAY OFF

Motorcycle Club of Adams asking for permission 
ROAD

from the Town to hold the JDay Off Road Racing 
RACING

Series on April 28, 2013.  They would like to hire 
EVENT

a Lanesborough Police Officer for traffic and the 

Lanesborough Ambulance in case of an emergency.  

Motion 13-034 Motion made by Mr. Barton to endorse 

the event subject to the approval of the Board of 

Health[#1], seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously 

voted.

Mr. Barton announced that there are still openings 
VACANCIES

on the Planning Board, Sewer Commission and 

Conservation Commission.  Mr. Barton also stated 

that Ellen Boshe, Regina DiLego and James  Moriarty 

expressed an interest in joining the Early Childhood 

Committee, that Public Safety should remove Kirk 

Leslie and from senior services Don Dermyer, Mark 

Froio and Rich Weinsfluth. Motion 13-035 Motion made 

by Mr. Barton to appoint Ellen Boshe, Regina DiLego 

and James  Moriarty to the Early Childhood Committee 

and accept the resignations of  Kirk Leslie, Don 

Dermyer, Mark Froio and Rich Weinsfluth from the 

Town Services Study Committee, seconded by 

Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Carrie Green spoke regarding the Statement of 
MT.GREYLOCK
Interest for Mt. Greylock.   Mr. Barton expressed 

his concerns about maintaining any new structure. 

Motion 13-036 Motion made by Mr. Prendergast as 

follows: Resolved: Having convened in an open 

meeting on March 11, 2013, the Board of Selectmen 

of the Town of Lanesborough, in accordance with 

its charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has voted 

to authorize the Superintendent to submit to the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority the 

Statement of Interest dated February 22, 2013 for 

the Mt. Greylock Regional Middle and High School 
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located at 1781 Cold Spring Rd, Williamstown, MA 
MT.GREYLOCK
01267 which describes and explains the following 
CONT’D

deficiencies and the priority category(s) for which 

the Mt. Greylock Regional School District may be 

invited to apply to the Massachusetts School Building 

Authority in the future:  1. Replacement or renovation 

of a building, which is structurally unsound or 

otherwise in a condition seriously jeopardizing the 

health and safety of school children, where no 

alternative exists. 3. Prevention of the loss of 

accreditation. 5. Replacement, renovation or 

modernization of school facility systems, such as 

roofs, windows, boilers, heating and ventilation 

systems, to increase energy conservation and decrease 

energy related costs in a school facility. 7. Replacement 

of or addition to obsolete buildings in order to provide 

for a full range of programs consistent with state and 

approved local requirements and hereby further 

specifically acknowledges that by submitting this 

Statement of Interest, the Massachusetts School 

Building Authority in no way guarantees the acceptance 

or the approval of an application, the awarding of a 

grant or any other funding commitment from the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority, or commits 

the Town of Lanesborough to filing an application 

for funding with the Massachusetts School Building 

Authority[#2], seconded by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted. 

Mark Seigers, Volunteer with the Berkshire Carousel 
BERKSHIRE

is helping them get a grant to help them get up and 
CAROUSEL

running. It is a matching grant from the Massachusetts 

Cultural Council. The Carousel cannot afford the rent 

at the Mall.  They have looked on Route 7 to find a 

location.  They looked at Dennis Condron’s property 

adjacent to Laston Park as a possible location.  They 

would like the Board of Selectmen to put an Article on 

the Annual Town Meeting Warrant to bond out $500,000 

for a matching grant. The grant needs to see 

municipality support. Steve Barry, engineer helping 

the Carousel put together a site plan for a building, 

which he showed the Board. Motion 13-037 Motion made 

by Mr. Barton to present to the Lanesborough Annual 

Town Meeting a warrant article to raise and appropriate 

or borrow the sum of FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND ($500,000) 

DOLLARS or a lesser amount by bond, being either general obligation or revenue in nature, for the purpose of 

constructing a facility to be owned by the Town of 

Lanesborough and managed by a private partner(s) for 

a carousel and other uses, and accessory uses of 
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that building and the adjoining recreational 
BERKSHIRE

facilities owned by the Town of Lanesborough at the 
CAROUSEL

property identified as Laston Park. And, to draft 

and deliver a letter addressed to the Massachusetts 

Cultural Council, including the terms of the Warrant

Article expressed above, to be included in the 

Berkshire Carousel grant application to the 

Massachusetts Cultural Council (Massachusetts 

Cultural Facilities Fund Grant), seconded by 

Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Letter of retirement from Judy Gallant recommending 
TOWN CLERK

Ruth Knysh to replace her until the position is 
RETIREMENT

filled.  Motion 13-038 Motion made by Mr. Prendergast 

to accept the Judith Gallant's letter of retirement 

with great respect and profound regrets[#3], seconded 

by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-039 Motion made by Mr. Barton to hold the 
ELECTION

State and Town election on June 25, 2013[#4], seconded 

by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Motion 13-040 Motion made by Mr. Barton to modify 
MOBILE

the mobile home park fees from $6.00 to $12.00, 
HOME

seconded by Mr. Prendergast[#5]. Mr. Sieloff reported 
PARK

that there was a change in state law that allows this 

change. Unanimously voted.

Fire Department fee discussion tabled for 2 weeks.
FIRE

Mr. Prendergast said that he has not heard from 
MINER ROAD

Tom McKnight about the Miner Road Bridge dedication.
BRIDGE

Mr. Barton made a 4-part proposal, discuss the 
TEMPORARY

first tonight and table the others for future 
TOWN CLERK

discussion.  Mr. Barton would like to direct 

Mr. Sieloff to find someone to work with Ms. Gallant 

immediately.  Motion 13-041 Motion made by Mr. Barton 

to appoint Ruth Knysh as Temporary Town Clerk or 

someone of equal ability, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 

Unanimously voted.  Mr. Barton would like to look 

into combining the Town Clerk and Town Secretary jobs.
Mr. Barton reported that there is a proposal in 
CHARTER

front of Charter Communications and once they 
CABLE

respond, the Cable Committee will bring the proposal 

to the Board.  The Cable Committee is looking to 

renew the contract with Charter for 5 years instead 

of 10, because of the changes in fiber optics coming 
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to Lanesborough.  They are also proposing a small 
CHARTER

fee to be passed along to subscribers to cover cost 
CABLE

of the government access channel.  The Committee is 

also trying to get Charter to update the wiring.  

Mr. Prendergast asked if Charter can use the fiber 

optics being installed by Mass Broadband. 

Mr. Barton said that the Elementary School Committee 
PRE-K

is having a meeting on Wednesday and they are talking 

about eliminating the Pre-K to balance the budget.  

Mr. Sieloff presented the Board with copies of the 
AMBULANCE 

proposed budgets for the Ambulance and Sewer 
& SEWER

Enterprise Funds[#6].  Mr. Sieloff said that at the 
ENTERPRISE

next meeting the McCann and Mt. Greylock School 
BUDGETS

Budgets will be presented.  Mr. Sieloff is hoping to 

finalize the Town budget by the April 22nd meeting.

Mr. Sieloff reported that the he had put money in 
FY14

the FY14 budget for the ADA Ramp at Town Hall.  
BUDGETS

Mr. Sieloff stated that Rob Reilly who is the 

Town’s representative to McCann found out that 

the students can build the ramp for about $10,000.

Mr. Prendergast asked if we should have Town 
BAKER HILL

Counsel at the upcoming Baker Hill Road District 
ROAD

Working Group meeting.  Mr. Sieloff stated that he 
DISTRICT

does not feel Town Counsel is needed this week but 

next month he will need to be at the meeting.  

Mr. Seigers said that the Mall counsel would like 

to have the meeting with all the parties this 

Friday, March 15, 2013. Mr. Seigers suggested 

posting an "executive session phone meeting" 

for Friday.

Mr. Prendergast reported that he has noticed 
SHERIFF’S

that Lee and Pittsfield are using Berkshire 
DEPARTMENT

County Sheriff’s Department work release men 

to clear snow at the town buildings.

Mr. Prendergast asked about the Putnam Road 
PUTNAM 

Bridge status. Mr. Goerlach said that there is 
ROAD

one more thing Guntlow & Associates has to do.
BRIDGE

Mr. Goerlach asked if Mr. Sieloff had reviewed 
ADA RAMP

the ADA ramp plans that Guntlow & Associates 

prepared and check the contract to see if there 

is any money left or owed.
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Mr. Barton would like to invite Charis Keeler 
COUNCIL ON

to the March 25, 2013 meeting to present the 
AGING

Council on Aging white paper and her resignation.

Mr. Barton reported that March 2nd was "Read Across 
READ 

America" he said that 26 or so people went up to the 
ACROSS

school to read.  It was organized by Beth Nicols.
AMERICA

Mr. Barton said that he received a call from one 
TOWN

of our inspectors about a new project in Town.  
INSPECTORS

Mr. Barton spoke with the Building Inspector who 

said there was no problem with the project; but 

Mr. Barton wondered by the inspectors were not 

talking to each other.  Mr. Sieloff will have a 

conversation with the Building Inspector.

Town Administrator Report

Mr. Sieloff said that he finished the grant 
SUMMER 

application for Summer Street. He has spoken 
STREET

with Mr. Decelles and he stated that the plan 
GRANT

was to use Chapter 90 funds for design. 
APPLICATION

Mr. Goerlach said that we should use the 

opportunity to get the water lines in for 

Berkshire and also get sewer lines from the 

school down to Route 7.  Mr. Sieloff said that 

he called the Mayor’s office in Pittsfield, 

he is out of town, and left a very specific 

message as to what he wants to speak with the 

Mayor about.

Motion 13-042 Motion made by Mr. Barton to 
ACCEPTED

approve the Minutes of the February 25, 2013 as 
MINUTES

amended[#6], seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously 

voted.

Mr. Prendergast disclosed that his wife is 
CONFLICT

employed by the school, therefore the Board
OF

invoked the rule of necessity to sign the School
INTEREST

Salaries Warrant.  

Motion made by Mr. Barton to adjourn,  

MEETING

seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.
ADJOURNED

Meeting adjourned at 9:31 p.m.
Footnotes:

1 NETRA Event

2 Approval of Statement of Interest

3 Town Clerk Retirement

4 Town & State Election

5 Mobile Home Park Fees

6 Ambulance & Sewer Enterprise Budgets

7 Minutes of February 25, 2013
