TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

February 25, 2013   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach


Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


Mr. Robert Barton


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants:  Warrants signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Gailanne Cariddi, MA State Representative, attended 
MA STATE

the meeting to familiarize herself with the Town of 
REP.

Lanesborough. Representative Cariddi stated that 
CARIDDI

she would be happy to answer any questions that 

concerned the Board.

Mr. Goerlach read the letter from Pittsfield 
PECKS

regarding the ban on Pecks Road[#1].  Mr. Goerlach 
ROAD

stated that the town of Lanesborough was not 

notified of this.  The Board asked Ms. Cariddi to 

bring the Town's concerns to the Legislature. 

Ms. Cariddi asked that the Selectmen send her a 

correspondence as well as to Pittsfield.

Mr. Barton suggested that this could be a starting 
PONTOOSUC

point in working with Pittsfield about the Town's 
LAKE

concerns about this as well as the sewer and the lake.  

Motion 13-028 Motion made by Mr. Barton to have 

Mr. Sieloff contact Pittsfield and write a letter 

about this matter, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 

Unanimously voted.

Mr. Goerlach asked Mr. Barton to discuss what 
VACANCIES

vacancies there are on Town committees.  Mr. Barton 

said that we are still look for volunteers for the 

Sewer Commission and Conservation Commission.  

Mr. Barton reminded the Board that Mr. Goerlach had 

stated that he would be happy to serve on the Sewer 

Commission until the next election.    Motion 13-029  

Motion made by Mr. Barton to appoint John Goerlach 

to the Sewer Commission until next election, seconded 

by Mr. Prendergast. Mr. Barton, yes; Mr. Prendergast, 

yes; Mr. Goerlach, abstained.

Mr. Barton said that not all the study committees 
STUDY

are ready to present their white papers.  Barb 
COMMITTEES

Hassan stated that the Public Works Study Group had 
REPORTS

a limited meeting because not all members were able 
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to attend and another meeting has been scheduled. 

Kacy Westwood stated that the Library report is 

done except for the numbers.  Mr. Barton said that 

the next meeting for this will be March 25, 2013.

Bob Ericson representing the Energy Futures 
ENERGY

Committee presented the Board with a proposal for 
COMMITTEE

a medium Size Solar Array Project[#2].  Mr. Ericson 

said that they have had several people in to speak 

about energy conservation and installation of solar. 

The land has to be owned by the Town, must be close 

to Three Phase Power and also must be approved at 

Town Meeting.  Mr. Goerlach asked the committee to 

find out the cost of putting in the 3PH power. 

Barb Hassan suggested having a public hearing 

including the seniors to explain this, considering 

the seniors voted to purchase this land for their 

use.  Motion 13-030 Motion made by Mr. Barton to 

endorse the Committee to continue with the project,

 seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff said that he hoped to have the school 
SCHOOL

budgets available to review by the next meeting.
BUDGETS

The other 2 budgets left are the Sewer and Ambulance 
SEWER &

Enterprise budgets.  The Town Accountant is almost 
AMBULANCE

ready to present them.
BUDGETS

Selectmen's Items

Mr. Barton stated that at the last meeting the 
MT.GREYLOCK
Board appointed Ron Tinkham and Bob Barton to 

the Mt. Greylock Committee.  Mr. Barton reported 

that since the appointment he has gone over all 

the materials for the process and does not feel 

that he can support the project. He feels that we 

need more communities involved besides Williamstown 

and Lanesborough.  Mr. Barton asked to be relieved 

of the assignment.  Mr. Barton also reported that 

Carrie Greene expressed some concerns about the 

appointment of Mr. Tinkham.  Mr. Barton said that 

there are still 4 people from Lanesborough serving 

on the committee so that the balance will be 

preserved even if Mr. Baton and Mr. Tinkham are not 

involved.  Motion 13-031 Motion made by Mr. Prendergast 

to rescind the appointments of Mr. Barton and 

Mr. Tinkham from the Mt. Greylock Regional District 

Committee, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.  
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Mr. Barton reported that Richard Neal will be in 


area on Wednesday and Mark Seigers asked that one 

of the Town’s Selectmen attend a meeting. 

Mr. Prendergast said that the can attend the 

meeting if it held after 3 p.m.
Mr. Barton said that the TIP deadline is the 
TIP

end of March.

Mr. Barton asked about Health Insurance.  
HEALTH

Mr. Sieloff stated that he attended a health 
INSURANCE

insurance meeting in Lenox today.

Mr. Prendergast asked if Mr. Sieloff had spoken 
PLANNING

to Mr. Stein. Mr. Sieloff said that Mr. Stein will 
BOARD

be able to voice his concerns when the Planning 

Board holds a hearing on an application for a 

variance.

Mr. Prendergast suggested that instead of taking 
FUNDS

the money that the Town receives in lieu of taxes 
RECEIVED

and is currently putting in the general fund to 
IN LIEU 

balance the budget, he would like to put some of 
OF TAXES

this money into some kind of discretionary fund 

to support future projects. Mr. Barton would like 

to have the Finance Committee look into this.

Mr. Goerlach said that in speaking with Highway 
MINER

Superintendent Bill Decelles, Mr. Decelles would 
ROAD

like to speak to MASSDot about extending the 

paving on Miner Road.  

Mr. Sieloff said that Rob Reilly contacted him 
ADA RAMP

to let him know that McCann teachers and students 

could redo the ADA ramp at Town Hall. The labor 

will be free and the Town would pay for materials.  

Mr. Goerlach asked the Board if they want to look 

into putting the ramp toward the back from the 

Library entrance.  Mr. Barton said that he would 

like to walk the area.

Mr. Goerlach received a call from the owner of 
COYOTE

the Coyote Den and that she was concerned that 
DEN

the Town would feel that she would serve minors.  

Mr. Goerlach suggested that the Police Chief should 

have spoken with the owner to find out the 

particulars before coming to Town Hall with his 

concerns.
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Town Administrators’ report

Mr. Sieloff stated that the Board should move 
TOWN

the Town election to June 25, 2013 to coincide 
ELECTION

with the State election to replace Senator Kerry.

Mr. Tinkham stated that there will be a meeting 
BAKER

of the Baker Hill Road District Working Group on 
HILL

March 20, 2013 at 4 p.m.

Motion 13-032 Motion made by Mr. Barton to 
ACCEPTED

approve the Minutes of the February 11, 2013 as 
MINUTES

amended[#3], seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously 

voted.

Motion 13-033 Motion made by Mr. Barton to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the February 11, 2013 executive 
MINUTES

session[#4], seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously 

voted.

Mr. Goerlach asked if Mr. Prendergast had spoken 
MINER 

with Tom McKnight about the plaque for the Miner 
ROAD

Road Bridge.
BRIDGE

Mr. Prendergast wants to speak with Mr. Sieloff 
VETERAN’S

about a Veterans' wall in Town Hall and how to 
WALL

get participation.

Mr. Prendergast asked Ms. Cariddi how much she 
BERKSHIRE

knows about the Carousel and she said she would 
CAROUSEL

be happy to look into it. Ms. Cariddi also stated 

that she would like to see an electronic copy of 

the Selectmen’s minutes so that she can keep up 

with what is happening. 

Mr. Prendergast disclosed that his wife is 
CONFLICT

employed by the school, therefore the Board
OF

invoked the rule of necessity to sign the School
INTEREST

Salaries Warrant.  

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn,  

MEETING

seconded by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted.
ADJOURNED

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

Footnotes:

1 Truck Ban on Pecks Road

2 Solar Array Report

3 Minutes of February 11, 2013

4 Minutes of February 11, 2013 Executive Session 
