January 30, 2012

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach


Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


Mr. Robert Barton



Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.

Mike McClay, resident of Dalton, Massachusetts 
NEW

and Animal Control Officer for Lanesborough and 
BUSINESS

Dalton, stated that he is looking at property on 

Cheshire Road in Lanesborough to open a business 

for dog grooming and training and in the future 

possibly a kennel and boarding facility. Before 

committing to any contract for the property he 

wanted to make sure there is no ordinance against 

it.  The Selectmen said that they do not have any 

problem with the use but they are not the deciding 

board.  Mr. Tinkham said that it is allowed by 

special permit under the Zoning By-Laws and he 

would have to proceed through the Planning Board. 

Finance Committee to discuss the Lanesborough 
BUDGET

10-year Forecast Plan put together by Bill Stevens.

Present were members of the Finance Committee, 

department heads and representatives to the various 

town unions.  Mr. Barton opened the meeting with a 

short explanation.

Mr. Barton disclosed that his wife is employed  
CONFLICT

by the school, therefore the Board invoked the rule 
OF

of necessity to sign the salaries warrant.  
INTEREST

Town Administrator's Report:

Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with documents to 
REFINANCE

sign for the refinance of the Town Hall renovations.

End Town Administrator's Report

Mail:

Report from the Town Secretary outlining the 
APPOINTMENT
procedure for appointed positions.
PROCEDURES
E-mail from Williamstown Town Clerk regarding 
MGRHSC

a vacancy on the Mt. Greylock Regional High 
VACANCY

School Committee listing the criteria for 

replacing the individual that has resigned, 

i.e. the boards of selectmen from both 
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Lanesborough and Williamstown will meet 
MGRHSC

together with the remaining school committee 
CONT’D

members to fill such vacancy by roll call vote.  

This meeting shall be called and conducted by 

the Town Moderator.  The meeting date has been 

tentatively set for February 28, 2012 at 6:30 

p.m. at Mt. Greylock Regional High School.

Request from Town Clerk for appointment of 
BOARD OF

Regina DiLego to the Board of Registrars.  Mr. 
REGISTRARS

Goerlach said that a letter from all members 

of the Board of Registrars would suffice. 

Notice from LAPA-West that they are holding a 
GEESE

Seminar on how to control the geese population 
POPULATION

on February 7, 2012 at 7 p.m.

MassDOT Bridge inspection reports for the bridges 
BRIDGE

on Bull Hill Road and Narragansett Avenue.
INSPECTION

Information from the University of Massachusetts/
KEYSTONE

Amherst announcing a 3-day training under the 
PROJECT

Keystone Project at the Harvard Forest from 

Thursday, April 19 through Sunday April 22.

MassDOT stating that payment vouchers for various 
MASSDOT

town roads projects have been submitted for payment.

Thank you from Rose Ellis, Tri-district 
SCHOOLS

Superintendent, thanking the Board for their 

efforts on behalf of the Williamstown-Lanesborough 

Public Schools’ application for the Community 

Innovation Challenge Grant.

Newspaper notice of the dead line, March 1, 2012, 
DOCK 

for any objections to Mr. Barton’s dock request.
REQUEST

Notice from MIIA of a dividend awarded to the 
MIIA

town in the amount of $1,015.
DIVIDEND

Old Business:

Mr. Barton asked about the plaque for Mr. Andrew. 
PLAQUE

Town Secretary stated that it has been ordered.

Mr. Barton stated that the Cable Committee needs 
CABLE

2 new members, Mr. Barton asked if any one on the 
COMMITTEE

Tech Committee would be interested in joining the 

Cable Committee.
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Mr. Barton stated that he has someone interested 
SENIOR

in being involved with the Senior Housing 
HOUSING

Committee.  Mr. Goerlach asked Mr. Barton to 
COMMITTEE

get a Citizen Participation form from the individual.

Mr. Barton asked that the selectmen be at the 
PONTOOSUC

February 8, 2012 at 7 p. m. meeting on the 
LAKE

rights of way by Pontoosuc Lake.  Mr. Goerlach 
MEETING

asked if Mr. Boudreau had given Mr. Barton a list 

of the roads that the town has been unable to get 

approved as town roads.  Mr. Boudreau said that he 

and Mr. Barton had spoken about it but he had not 

as yet given him a list.

Mr. Prendergast asked if the town will be paying 
ELECTRIC

the new rate on streetlights as well as their 
RATE

other electric use. Mr. Boudreau said that, yes, 

they will be treated the same. 

Mr. Goerlach said that the pre-construction 
MINER ROAD

hearing for the Miner Road Bridge is being held 
BRIDGE

February 9 at 10 a.m. in Lenox.  Mr. Boudreau said 

that he cannot attend. Mr. Prendergast is going to 

try to attend.

Mr. Goerlach said that when Tri-Town paving was 
TRI-TOWN

working for the town there was a difference in 
PAVING

the cost of asphalt had dropped so that Tri-Town 

owes the town $9,967.06.  Mr. Boudreau has already 

asked for the money from Tri-Town.

Mr. Goerlach reported that the personnel policies 
PERSONNEL

had incorrect information regarding snow days.  
POLICIES

Mr. Barton said that there are several other 

changes to be made as well.

End Old Business

New Business:

Mr. Barton said that he spoke with Mr. Decelles 
SALT &

and Mr. Decelles indicated that he is concerned 
SAND

that the sand/salt mix offered to residents is 

disappearing too fast.  Mr. Decelles said that 
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he has seen people loading the back of pickups, 
SALT & 

the sand/salt mix is offered for personal use not 
SAND

for commercial use. The Board discussed the matter 
CONT’D

and Mr. Boudreau suggested that be moved behind 

the fence.  Mr. Decelles suggested setting a 

distribution schedule.  

Mr. Barton said that after visiting most town 
COMPUTER

offices he noticed that there is a lack of 
EQUIPMENT

updated computer equipment.  Mr. Barton feels that 

the Tech Committee would be the best source for 

recommending what is needed.  The Board agreed.

Mr. Barton requested that the town appoint a 
HIGHWAY

DPW Study Committee to outline the DPW's future 

equipment needs.

Mr. Barton said that the town needs to evaluate 
TOWN

the need for an evaluation of town owned buildings.
BUILDINGS

Mr. Prendergast said that he has received several 
TOWN

calls from concerned citizens who are worried that 
ADMINISTRATOR
there will be no Town Administrator.  Mr. Goerlach 

said that Town Counsel said that for a short time 

the selectmen can take care of the duties of the 

Town Administrator.   Mr. Boudreau said that he 

has his resignation letter and if he dates it today 

he will be here until March 1.  Mr. Goerlach asked 

if he would be able to act as interim administrator.  

Mr. Boudreau said that he could give the town about 

8 hours a week.  Mr. Boudreau said that there are 

people who only act as interim administrators.  

Mr. Boudreau submitted his resignation effective 

March 1, 2012.  Mr. Barton suggested not accepting 

resignation at this time.  Motion made by Mr. Barton 

to retain a consultant to help find a new town 

administrator, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 

Unanimously voted.

Mr. Goerlach said that Mr. Decelles has asked 
SAND &

for an override. Motion made by Mr. Prendergast 
SALT

to over ride the sand and salt budget, seconded 
OVERRIDE

by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted.

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to approve the 
ACCEPTED

January 18, 2012 minutes, seconded by 
MINUTES

Mr. Barton.  Unanimously voted.

End of New Business
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Motion made by Mr. Barton to appoint Charles 
INSURANCE

Oranellas to the Insurance Advisory Committee 
ADVISORY

subject to his agreement, seconded by 
COMMITTEE

Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Motion made by Mr. Barton to retain a consultant 
INSURANCE

to help the Board analyze the alternative to the 

health insurance with a budget of $2,500, seconded 

by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.  

Mr. Boudreau will try to get 3 quotes. Letters 

need to be sent Certified Mail to the various 

unions asking for an appointee to the IAC.

Mr. Boudreau said that the Police Association 
POLICE

is coming to this meeting on February 13, 2012.
ASSOCIATION
Mr. Barton asked for Executive Session for 
EXECUTIVE

collective bargaining. Motion made by 
SESSION

Mr. Prendergast to go into executive session 

for the purpose of discussing collective 

bargaining and reconvene to open session, 

seconded by Mr. Barton. Unanimously voted.  

Mr. Barton, yes and Mr. Prendergast, yes; 

Mr. Goerlach, yes.

Motion made by Mr. Barton to adjourn, seconded 
MEETING

by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted. 
ADJOURNED

Meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.
