TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

January 27, 2014   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman



Mr. Robert Ericson



Mr. Henry Sayers


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants: Warrants Signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 6:00 p.m.

Motion 14-007 Motion made by Mr. Ericson approved 
WMECO

the placement of a pole on Kowchuck Road for 
POLE

WMECO with the condition that WMECO gets clearance 
HEARING

from the Tree Warden to take down a tree[#1], seconded 

by Mr. Sayers, Unanimously voted.

Public Comment: Mr. Sieloff announced that 
SENATOR

Senator Ben Downing was present and thanked the 
DOWNING

Senator for coming to Lanesborough.  Senator Downing 

gave a brief overview of where the Massachusetts 

Budget process stands at this time.

Officer Tim Sorrell requested that the Board 
GOLD

suspend or revoke the license of the Gold Deposit 
DEPOSIT

because of numerous violations of their license.  

Officer Sorrell presented the Board with a list 

of items that were reported stolen and that the 

pawnshop had withheld the information[#2]. The owner 

stated that everything Officer Sorrell stated was 

correct, he also stated that it will never happen 

again. Motion 14-008  Motion made by Mr. Ericson 

to revoke the license for the Gold Deposit, 

seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously vote.  Office 

Sorrell stated that under the Town By-Law they 

cannot reapply for 1 year.

Lori Dilego appeared regarding the American 
AMERICAN

Legion property and reported that she had 
LEGION

received an Eviction Notice.  Ms. Dilego said 

that she called Mr. Himmel’s attorney who stated 

that he had proof that the American Legion owns 

the property. Mr. Goerlach asked that Town Counsel 

request written proof from Mr. Himmel’s attorney.  

Ms. Dilego stated that she will contact the Town 

with what information she receives from Mr. Himmel’s 

attorney after she meets with him.
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Mr. Sieloff said that Win Newton has found 4 
RECYCLING

volunteers to run the recycling program and 
PROGRAM

therefore, the Saturday schedule will continue. 

The Town is looking for 2 more volunteers[#3].

Mr. Sieloff reported that the Information 
INFORMATION

Technology Contract is 3 months old and we are 
TECHNOLOGY

not quite at 100%.  Mr. Goerlach reported that 

he was unable to open the 2011 Minutes on the 

website.

Mr. Sieloff updated that Board about the costs 
RETIREE

of retirement health benefits[#4].  Mr. Sieloff 
INSURANCE

stated that the State is trying a new system for 
COSTS

retiree insurance where every community that the 

employee worked in chips in toward the cost 

according to the amount of time the retiree 

worked in the Town.  He wants to make sure we 

bill other towns as well.

Mr. Sieloff stated that he has been working on 
CAPITAL

the Capital Budget the last couple of weeks.  
BUDGET

There is a need for a new fire truck and he is 

looking into grants to cover some of the cost.  

Mr. Sieloff stated that the loan for a new high 

school would be taken out by the school and 

Lanesborough will be assessed their share.

Motion 14-009  Motion made by Mr. Ericson to 
MILEAGE

accept the 2014 Federal mileage Standard rate 

of $.56 cents a mile[#5], seconded by Mr. Sayers. 

Unanimously voted.

Motion 14-010 Motion made by Mr. Sayers to allow 
WINTER

an overrun of the Winter Roads Account for the 
ROADS

Highway Department[#6], seconded by Mr. Ericson.  

Unanimously voted.

Selectmen’s Items

Mr. Ericson stated that there is a Selectmen’s 
SCHOOL

meeting on February 10th and there is also a 
POPULATION

meeting at Nessacus Middle School regarding the 

decreasing school population which he feels that 

he should attend and suggested possibility moving 

the Selectmen’s meeting to another day.
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Mr. Ericson said that he put together the real 
CHOICE &

costs of our Town for the combination of choice 
TUITION

and tuition students at Mt. Greylock[#7].
STUDENTS

Mr. Ericson reported that Berkshire Planning 
SCHOOL

Commission has put together a projection of the 
POPULATION

decline of population in Berkshire County and he 

said that we need to start looking at Police and 

Fire Department expenditures.

Mr. Sayers stated that he had a taxpayer 
CHRISTMAS

approach him regarding having a Christmas Tree 
TREE

by the Police Station at least during the 250th 

anniversary of the Town.

Mr. Goerlach asked if there has been any interest 
IRELAND

expressed about a trip to Ireland.  Mr. Sieloff 

said that he would put an announcement on the 

website.

Mr. Goerlach said that he was contacted by the 
ETHICS

Ethics Commission because he has not put in a 
COMMISSION

letter since of his recent appointment to the 

Baker Hill Road District.

Mr. Sieloff asked if the Board had seen the 
RAMBLEWILD

Ramblewild signs on Brodie Mtn. Road.  The 
SIGNS

Board approved the signs.

Mr. Sieloff said that sometimes the way to draw 
WIREDWEST

people to the area is having technology in place 

for them to work from home and that Wiredwest is 

in the process of obtaining a multi-million dollar 

loan to start construction on its project.

Mr. Sieloff stated that he attended the annual 
MMA

MMA conference in Boston and sat in on several 
CONFERENCE

meetings for grants.  He also spoke with highway 

representatives about fueling stations.

Motion 14-011 Motion made by Mr. Ericson to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the December 23, 2013 meeting[#8],
MINUTES

seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted.

Motion 14-012 Motion made by Mr. Sayers to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the December 23, 2013 Executive
MINUTES

Session[#9], seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 

Voted.
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Motion 14-013 Motion made by Mr. Sayers to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the January 13, 2014 meeting[#10],
MINUTES

seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Mr. Sayers, yes; Mr. 

Goerlach, yes; Mr. Ericson abstained.

Motion 14-014 Motion made by Mr. Sayers to approve 
ACCEPTED

the Minutes of the January 13, 2014 Executive
MINUTES

Session[#11], seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Mr. Sayers, 

yes; Mr. Goerlach, yes; Mr. Ericson abstained.

Motion made by Mr. Sayers to adjourn, seconded 
MEETING

by Mr. Goerlach.  Unanimously voted.  Meeting 
ADJOURNED

adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Footnotes:

 1 WMECO Pole Hearing Request

 2 Gold Deposit

 3 Recycling

 4 Retiree Health Insurance

 5 Federal Mileage Rate

 6 Winter Roads Overrun

 7 School Statistics

 8 December 23, 2013 Minutes

 9 December 23, 2013 Executive Session Minutes

10 January 13, 2014 Minutes

11 January 13, 2014 Executive Session Minutes

