TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Submitted by Carmella Scarselletta, Town Secretary

January 13, 2014   

Present:
Mr. John Goerlach, 



Mr. Henry Sayers


Mr. Paul Sieloff, Town Administrator

Warrants: Warrants Signed

The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 6:00 p.m.

Public Comment: Stephanie Abrams spoke about the 
CULTURAL

Northern Berkshire Cultural Council. She said that 
COUNCIL

the State gave $65,000 to the 11 towns of Northern 
Berkshire County. She said that the Lanesborough 
Library and Elementary School have received grant 
money.  Ms. Abrams stated that there are funds 
available to do a portrait of the Town Hall which 
will be good because it is the 250th anniversary of 
the Town’s incorporation.

Representative Gailanne Cariddi attended the 
STATE

meeting and stated that she and Mr. Sieloff are 
REP.
working on upcoming road work that needs to be 
CARIDDI

done in Lanesborough.  

A request was received from Martha Freedman of 
COMMUNITY

the Democratic Town Committee to use the Community 
ROOM USE

Room to hold a Democratic Caucus. Motion 14-001 – 
Motion made by Mr. Sayers to approve the request of 
the Democratic Town Committee to use the Town Hall 
Community Room to hold a Democratic Caucus on February 
15, 2014[#1], seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 
voted.

A request was made for several dates for potluck 
COMMUNITY

dinners to be held in the Community Room. Motion 
ROOM USE
14-002 – Motion made by Mr. Sayers to approve the 
request of Lorraine and Winslow Newton to have pot 
luck dinner and social events in the Community Room 
on January 25, February 22, March 29, April 26, 
May 21, June 28, July 26, August 30, September 27, 
October 25 evenings of 2014[#2], seconded by Mr. 
Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Goerlach set January 27, 2013 for a pole hearing 
HEARINGS

for Western Mass Electric and an entertainment 
license hearing for the Garden Grill & Tavern at the 
Mall.
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Tim Sorrell, Chairman of the Recreation Committee 
RECREATION

and Director of the Lanesborough Youth Basketball 
COMMITTEE

Travel Team[#3].  He asked for help from the Selectmen. 
Mr. Sorrell stated that Mt. Greylock wants to charge 
$800 for the use of the gym at Mt. Greylock for the 
basketball team and also $200 for the use of the 
fields for football.  Mr. Sorrell would like the 
charge waived since the team is affiliated with the 
Town of Lanesborough.  Mr. Goerlach said that they 
will send a letter requesting a waiver of the fees 
for the basketball and football.

Gordan Zaks and Aaron Williams representing the 
ENERGY

Energy Committee explained how they have contacted 
COMMITTEE

Universal Electric Company and they did a survey of 
the Police Department, Town Hall and Highway 
Department buildings and they have made several 
suggestions to save the town money. Motion 14-003 – 
Motion made by Mr. Sayers to authorize the signing 
of the proposal received from Universal Electric[#4], 
seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Sieloff reported that he received several 
RECYCLING

resignations from the workers of the recycling 
program held every Saturday morning[#5].  Mr. Sieloff 
said there are 2 who have volunteered to cover the 
program, which makes 4 but there is a need for at 
least 6.  Mr. Goerlach said that he contacted Vicon 
in Pittsfield to see if they would accept recyclables 
from Lanesborough and what the cost would be.  Mr. 
Goerlach asked if the Council on Aging Director 
handle the scheduling for this. Mr. Sieloff said that 
we will ask for volunteers and continue with alternate 
weekends until we have a full complement of people to 
work.

Robert Barton spoke as part of the School 
SCHOOL

Committee.  Mr. Barton explained that the 
DISTRICT

Lanesborough School Committee could decide to 
stay with the current school district but would 
like to do a mailing of a survey to Lanesborough 
Residents about their feelings on this.  Mr. Barton 
is asking for $1,000 from the School Regionalization 
Grant Account.  Motion 14-004 - Motion made by 
Mr. Goerlach to authorize spending $1,000 from the 
School Regionalization Grant Account[#6], seconded 
by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted.
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Mr. Barton presented the Board with a report 
SCHOOL

about Berkshire County School Population Trends 
POPULATION

and asked for funds to do an update of a study 
TRENDS

that was done several years ago. Mr. Barton is 
asking for $4,000 from the School Regionalization 
Grant Account.  Motion 14-005 – Motion made by 
Mr. Goerlach to authorize spending $4,000 from 
the School Regionalization Grant Account for this 
study[#7], seconded by Mr. Sayers. Unanimously voted.  
Mr. Sieloff asked for a resume from the person 
doing the study.

Robert Barton representing the Roads and Rights 
LAKE ROADS

of Way Committee presented a report regarding the 
roads and rights of way[#8].  Mr. Barton said that 
this is a 3-year plan.  They have an estimate of 
$10,000 per year for the survey.  Mr. Goerlach 
would like to contact the State to request help 
with the causeways.

The Board tabled the request for changing the 
MILEAGE

mileage reimbursement to $.56 to the next meeting.  
The Board asked Mr. Sieloff to check the amount 
of the State rate.

Selectmen’s Items

Mr. Sayers asked about the problem with the gas 
GAS PUMPS

pumps located at the Police Station.  Mr. Sayers 
suggested asking the students at McCann to build 
some kind of shelter over the pumps.  Mr. Sieloff 
said that there is a computer problem and the 
pumps also freeze up.  Mr. Goerlach said that he 
thinks it will cost about $20,000 to replace them.

The Board tabled approval of the December 23, 
MINUTES

2013 Minutes until January 27, 2014, when Mr. 
Ericson will be available.
Mr. Mierzejewski complained that he went down 
LAKE

to Orchard Street to fish and he was unable to 
ACCESS

drive in as there is an obstruction to his access.  
Mr. Goerlach said that he would call Jim Betit and 
ask him to move his dock.

Motion 14-006 Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to enter 
EXECUTIVE

into Executive session pursuant to M.G.L. c. 
SESSION

30A, s. 21(a) (2) to conduct strategy sessions  

in preparation for negotiations with union and 
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nonunion personnel and in regard to lawsuits and 

to correct the Executive Session Minutes of 

November 25, 2013 and reconvene to open session, 

seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted. 
Mr. Sayers, yes and Mr. Goerlach, yes.

Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to adjourn, seconded 
MEETING

by Mr. Sayers.  Unanimously voted.  Meeting 
ADJOURNED

adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Footnotes:

 1 Permit to Use Town Property

 2 Permit to Use Town Property

 3 WMECO Pole Hearing Request

 4 Youth Basketball Use Mt. Greylock Gym

 5 Town Energy Assessment

 6 Recycling Program

 7 Lanesborough Elementary School Survey Funding
 8 Lanesborough Student Enrollment Survey Funding

 9 Interim Report Roads & Docks Committee

