January 9, 2012

Present:
Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


Mr. Robert Barton



Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator

The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Tinkham stated that there will be a meeting 
PONTOOSUC

coming up soon about the rights of way around the 
LAKE

lake.
RIGHTS

Mr. Tinkham also stated that the emergency access 
MALL

for the mall is up for discussion, but Mr. Scelsi, 
EMERGENCY

Mall Manager, would like to be present.
ACCESS

Town Administrator's Report:

Mr. Boudreau announced that this coming May he 
BOUDREAU

will have had the pleasure to have served the 
RETIREMENT

Town Of Lanesborough for 14 years and therefore 

is announcing his retirement from public service 

effective May 31, 2012.

Mr. Boudreau reported that 3 years ago we began 
COLONIAL

the process of having the town purchase electricity 
POWER

for the town.  The town has been working with 

Colonial Power, the town's part of the project has 

been done for 2 1/2 years.  A few weeks ago the 

aggregation plan has been approved by the DPU and 

therefore Colonial Power has put out a new electric 

rate for every resident and business in town.  

Dominion is offering .0699.  WMECO rates are .07714 

for residential and .083238 for small businesses and 

.08451 for large businesses. This is for the power, 

on your current electric bill 50% is power and 50% 

is for distribution cost.  This will take effect on 

February 1, 2012.  Within the next week or so 

everyone in town will receive letter from Colonial 

Power asking if they are interested in taking 

advantage of this savings.  If you do not wish to 

participate you have to opt out.  This is a 1-year 

plan.  Mr. Boudreau recommended that the Board take 

the Dominion bid.  Motion made by Mr. Barton to 

decide, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously 

voted.  Motion made by Mr. Barton to award the power 

supply bid to Dominion for 1-year, seconded by 

Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.
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Mr. Boudreau reported that he put out another bid 
FOREST

request to do a Forest Management Plan as we had 
MANAGEMENT

to cancel the original bid and re-advertise.  
PLAN

Mr. Boudreau stated that he has received 1 bid, 

from Jeff Jordaine, $12 per acre, the parcel is 

approximately 120 acres ($1,500).  The grant is 

$1,900 and this is under that amount.  Motion made 

by Mr. Barton awarded the bid to Jeff Jordaine, 

seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

Mr. Boudreau said that when they met with the
REFINANCE

Finance Committee it was suggested looking at 

our debt.  Mr. Boudreau spoke with the Treasurer 

and there is 1 bond that can be refinanced, the 

one for the renovations for Town Hall. Our 

Financial advisor is anticipating that the Town 

can save approximately $11,000.  Motion made by 

Mr. Barton that in order to reduce the interest

costs the Town shall issue bonds or notes for 

the purpose of refunding all or any portion of 

the following Town outstanding bond issue: 

$500,000 USDA Rural Development – Town Hall 

Remodeling Bonds dated as of February 15, 1989, 

including, if any, the payment of any redemption 

premium and interest associated therewith, and all 

other costs incidental and related thereto, under 

and pursuant to Chapter 44, Section 21A of the 

Massachusetts General Laws, or any other enabling 

authority, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously 

voted.  Mr. Prendergast signed on behalf of the Town.

Mr. Boudreau said that we will need to into 
EXECUTIVE

executive session at the end of the meeting.
SESSION

Mr. Boudreau said that he will be in court again 
BEAUDOIN

on Wednesday regarding Beaudoin.

Mr. Boudreau said that he received an e-mail 
BCPC

regarding Berkshire County Planning Commission 
GRANT

for energy.  Mr. Boudreau recommended that the 

Town be a leader in this grant.  Motion made by 

Mr. Barton to endorse the grant application, 

seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.

End Town Administrator's Report

Bill Mahen, Todd Gould, Nate Karns, Al Hartheimer, 
WIREDWEST

David Parks, Berkshire Initiative, Marc Bellora 

delegate wired west. Jim Draugh and Kevin Cahill. 
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Marc Bellora thanked the members of Wiredwest for 
WIREDWEST

coming to Lanesborough.  Mr. Draugh stated that 
CONT’D

Wiredwest was incorporated in August of 2011 and 

went on to explain their mission.  Mr. Parks 

explained the installation of fiber optics.  The 

Town needs to make a decision by June 1, 2012

Mr. Prendergast disclosed that his wife is employed  
CONFLICT

by the school, therefore the Board invoked the rule 
OF

of necessity to sign the salaries warrant.  
INTEREST

Mail:

MassDot reimbursement request to be signed by the 
MASSDOT

Board.  The request is for reimbursement of funds 

expended in the amount of $301,318.72 for paving 

of various town roads.

Copy of Mr. Barton's request for permit application 
DOCK

for license to renovate a 40-year old dock on 

Grove Avenue, there is no action required by the Board.

Letter from Local 98, AFL-CIO notifying the Town 
AFL-CIO

that Steward Glen Storie has been appointed to 
LOCAL 98

serve as their representative on the Lanesborough 

Public Employee Committee.

Copy of a letter from Mr. Boudreau to Jeremiah 
DOCK

Mew regarding Mr. Tristany's request for a dock 

on Pontoosuc Lake.

Old Business:

Mr. Barton stated that he received a letter from 
VOC ED

Jim Brosnan stating that they had received our 

letter regarding VocEd.  Motion made by 

Mr. Barton to agree to endorse McCann's application 

for grants and other services, seconded by 

Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted. 

Mr. Barton explained that the 3 schools are 
HIGH

discussing the regionalization of the 3 schools.  
SCHOOL

Mr. Boudreau reported that it is tabled for now 

because Mt. Greylock School Committee voted 

against doing the study.  Mr. Prendergast thanked 

Regina DiLego for her response.

End Old Business
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New Business:

Mr. Boudreau asked Mr. Spatz if he is still 
BOARD OF

interested in serving on the Board of Health.  
HEALTH

Nancy McCabe said that the Board of Health is 

recommending that Lawrence Spatz be appointed to 

the Board of Health to finish the term vacated 

by the death of May Hickey.  Motion made by 

Mr. Barton to appoint Lawrence Spatz to the Board 

of Health until June 30, 2013, seconded by Ms. McCabe. Unanimously voted.

End of New Business

Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to go into 
EXECUTIVE

executive session for the purpose of discussing 
SESSION

collective bargaining and personnel issues and 

reconvene to open session, seconded by Mr. Barton. 

Unanimously voted.  Mr. Barton, yes and 

Mr. Prendergast, yes.

Mr. Tinkham reported that the Tech Committee said 
WIREDWEST

that there are in favor of having the Town go 

forward.  Motion made by Mr. Barton said that we 

accept their proposal and take the necessary 

steps to implement the association with WiredWest, 

seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.  

Mr. Boudreau will speak with Mr. Friend about 
SPECIAL

having a special town meeting in the spring and 
TOWN

adding the new Zoning By-laws to the warrant.
MEETING
Mr. Barton would like to have a joint meeting 

with Finance Committee and all the Boards and 

Departments in town requesting funds in the FY13 budget.

Motion made by Mr. Barton to adjourn, seconded 
MEETING

by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted. 
ADJOURNED

Meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.
