January 15, 2009





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 6:30 p.m.





Richard Wade and Eric Kristensen of the Board of 	ASSESSORS


Assessors.  There have been only 2 people to 


requested appointment to the Board.  Albert 


Hartheimer and Regina Dilego.   Mr. Boudreau 


said that there is going to be a cut in state aid 


in the amount of $62,000 for this fiscal year.  


Mr. Boudreau asked the Board if it is necessary to 


appoint another assessor with this scenario.  


Mr. Wade said that there is only $248 or $428 in 


the salary account.  Mr. Wade said that he had a 


discussion with Ms. Dilego and told her that there 


is no money for salaries.  Mr. Prendergast voiced 


his concerns that there is a conflict with the 


position and also that any one appointed now would 


have an unfair advantage at the town election in May.  


The Board feels that it is not necessary to appoint 


anyone at this time.  There will be two positions 


open at the time of the election.





Mrs. Rosier, regarding Berkshire spring. Mr. 	BERKSHIRE


Boudreau said that he spoke with Len Shuzdek 	SPRING


of the USDA and there is money out there for 


the work needed to replace the water lines.  


Mr. Boudreau is trying to set up a meeting with 


him and Mr. Boudreau will notify the members of 


the Berkshire Spring Co-op to come to the meeting. 





John Friend from the Planning Board regarding 	ZONING


the sign and accessory building by-laws listed 	BY-LAWS


in the Zoning By-laws.  Mr. Friend said that the 


sign by-law is fine but not enforced.  





Mr. Boudreau reported that he gave the Building 	SINOPOLI


Inspector Mrs. Horton's complaint about Joe 


Sinopoli's business use on Swamp Road.
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Administrator’s Report





Mr. Boudreau stated that he submitted his proposals 	HIGHWAY


for the Mall Road and Old State Road to the State.  	PROJECTS


He did not submit the bridge projects because we 


have no say in the design. Mr. Boudreau said that 


there is a high emphasis on highway projects for 


the stimulus money to be received by the State.





Mr. Boudreau asked Mr. Prendergast about speaking 	SEWER


with Bruce Collingwood regarding the Sewer Agreement 	AGREEMENT


with Pittsfield. Mr. Prendergast said that he was 


told that it is in the hands of the attorneys.  Mr. 


Boudreau said that he spoke with Mary Burgess of 


Earthtech and they are going to speak again next week.  


Mr. Goerlach asked if the last contract was still in 


effect and Mr. Boudreau said it is but the daily usage 


allowed is too low.





Mr. Boudreau said that the there is a tentative 	SCHOOL


agreement with the paraprofessionals. One of the 


pieces is a 3/4/4 salary increase for the top step 


of the contract only. Mr. Boudreau said that he 


told all departments to put in a request for a 4% 


increase for all employees.  





Mr. Boudreau said that he spoke with Bill Stevens 	FINANCE


today and the Finance Committee wants to meet with 	COMMITTEE


the Board at their next Thursday meeting.





The Board set their February meetings for the 9th, 	FEBRUARY


23rd, Thursday the 19th.	MEETINGS





End Administrator’s Report 





Mail:





Letter from Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton withdrawing 	HAMI’S


their request for a "male revue" and apologizing 


for the problems created by the ad that was place 


in the Pennysaver by mistake; but there has been 


another ad which Mr. Boudreau had for the Board’s 


review.





List received from the Council on Aging director 	SENIOR


of the people enrolled in the Senior Tax Work Off 	WORK OFF


Program.
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Letter of resignation from Judith A. Gallant as Town 	TOWN HALL


Hall Janitor effective January 19, 2009.  Motion	JANITOR


made by Mr. Prendergast to accept Judith A. Gallant’s 


resignation as Town Hall Janitor with regrets, 


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Mr. Boudreau said that they need a job description 	JANITOR


for the janitor's job before hiring a replacement 	 


for Mrs. Gallant. Mr. Boudreau will speak with 	


Mrs. Gallant.





Letter with references received from Carol Bartlett 	JANITOR


applying for the janitor's job.





Letter with references received from Kyle Yeager 	JANITOR


applying for the janitor's job.





Letter with references received from Lisa Wellspeak 	JANITOR


applying for the janitor's job.





Letter with references received from Jesse Wirtes 	JANITOR


applying for the janitor's job.





Letter from Albert S. Hartheimer applying for the 	ASSESSORS


open position on the Board of Assessors.





Memo from Berkshire Regional Planning Commission 	HOUSATONIC


regarding the proposed Upper Housatonic ACEC 


Designation.





Letter from WMECO addressed to Mr. Goerlach 	WMECO


requesting information regarding their restoration 


efforts during the most recent storm. Mr. Prendergast 


suggested that this may be a good time to add to the 


list the fact that the generator is not working for 


Charter Cable.  The Board asked Mr. Boudreau to 


work with the Fire Chief on this.





Letter from Albert S. Hartheimer, on behalf of the 	SENIOR


Senior Center Building Committee, stating that they 	CENTER


have completed the work envisioned in the May Town 


Meeting Warrant and requesting a time to meet with 


the Board.  The Board set 7:15 to 8:00 at their 


January 26, 2009 meeting.





Berkshire Regional Planning Commission notice of 	BRPC


meeting to be held January 15, 2009.
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Letter from the Central Berkshire Regional 	CBREPC


Emergency Planning Committee inviting the Board 


to their next meeting to be held on January 21, 


2009 at the Lenox Town Hall to discuss the 


development of plans to handle emergencies in 


the county.





Request from Grinnell Smith, LLP to release the 	CHAPTER 61


right of first refusal for a Chapter 61 lien on 


property located on Silver Street and Old Ore Bed 


Road.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to waive the 


Town’s right of first refusal for property owned 


by Llewellyn E. Clark located on Silver Street and 


Old Ore Bed Road, Lanesborough, seconded by 


Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Letter from Deb Decelles asking the town to buy a 	TABLES FOR


couple of tables for the Community Room with the 	COMMUNITY


money that was donated by Berkshire Brushes.  The 	ROMM


cost for the 2 tables will be $360.00.  The Board 


granted this request. 





Copy of letter that Mr. Boudreau sent to Mayor 	PONTOOSUC


Ruberto regarding the lake draw down.	LAKE





Letter from Janice Silverman regarding the 	TAX


uncollected revenue in the amount of $200,000 	COLLECTOR


asking for help from all licensing agencies to 


review the issuance of permits.





End of the Mail





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to accept the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the January 5, 2008 meeting,  	MINUTES


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Old Business:





Mr. Prendergast asked if Mr. Boudreau has spoken 	CULVERTS


with Mr. Decelles about the culverts on Profile, 


Longview and Ocean Streets.





Mr. Prendergast said that he went to the mall 	PARKING


about the way the signs are positioned and he 	TICKET


could not see the markings on the ground.  


Mr. Alcorn said that the signs were not positioned 


properly.  Mr. Prendergast said that he would like 


to refund the money to Mr. Alcorn.  Motion made by 
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Mr. Prendergast to rescind the parking ticket fine 	PARKING


imposed at the January 5th meeting and return the 	TICKET


money to Mr. Alcorn, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 	CONT’D


Unanimously voted. 





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about the pole on Potter 	POTTER


Mountain Road.  The Board asked Mr. Boudreau to 	MTN.ROAD


call Verizon and ask them for a time line for 


removing the pole.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked why the Highway Superintendent 	REPORTS


and the Police Chief have not been here to discuss 	HIGHWAY &


what they are doing. Mr. Szczepaniak said that it 	POLICE


was his understanding that was the reason for the 	


Thursday night meetings.  Mr. Boudreau will send 


out a memo stating that they are expected at the 


Thursday meetings.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to increase parking 	PARKING


violations to $25.00 and leaving handicap $100.00, 	VIOLATIONS


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Mr. Goerlach asked Mr. Prendergast to ask 	ROUTE 7


Mr. Collingwood how much it would cost to clear 	SIDEWALKS


the snow from the sidewalks from Pittsfield line 


to the Lanesborough Town Hall.





Mr. Goerlach had a letter from the Fire Department 	DALTON


regarding going with Dalton dispatch stating that 	DISPATCH


it will cost $5,400 per year plus they would still 


have to be with the current dispatch as well.





New Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak said that he heard from Dalton that 	SMOKING 


they have a bylaw that states that anyone underage 	BY-LAW


can be arrested for smoking on the street.  


Mr. Boudreau said that there will have to be a 


by-law passed at town meeting.





Mr. Tinkham said that the Baker Hill Road District 	BAKER HILL


had a meeting Wednesday. They asked about 	ROAD


documenting the agreement between the mall, the 	DISTRICT


Baker Hill Road District and the town. They are 


asking that the agreement be put on hold.
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Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.	ADJOURNED


Meeting adjourned at 9:46 p.m.	


