February 21, 2008

Present:
Ms. Gae Elfenbein



Mr. John Goerlach



Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.



Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator

Warrants: Warrants signed.

The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 6:30 p.m.

Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to accept the minutes 
ACCEPTED

of the February 11, 2008 meeting, seconded by 
MINUTES

Ms. Elfenbein.  Unanimously voted. 

Wendy and Tim Hamilton regarding the Animal Control 
ANIMAL

Officer position.  Mr. Hamilton asked what is 
CONTROL

entailed in the job.  Mr. Boudreau explained the 
OFFICER

job and what it pays.  It is an “on call” job.  

Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton will think it over and give 

the Board an answer on Monday, February 25, 2008.

Western Massachusetts Electric Pole Hearing no 
WEMCO

show this hearing was continued till they can 
POLE

explain the location.
HEARING

Finance Committee members: Aaron Flynn, Al 
FY09

Terranova, William Stevens to update the Board 
BUDGET

about the levy limit and appropriations. The 
COUNCIL ON

approximate levy limit is 6.5 million. Mr. Stevens 
AGING &

said that the Council on Aging Director has asked 
RECREATION

for increased hours and this should be decided by 

the Council on Aging Board. The Recreation Committee 

has asked for money to purchase a lawn mower to mow 

the fields at the new park.  Mr. Stevens feels that 

if a lawn mower is to be purchased it should be under 

the Highway Department. Mr. Stevens stated that they 

have asked for additional money for park maintenance 

as well. Mr. Prendergast stated that the Board had 

asked the Recreation Committee for a proposal of 

what additional costs the new recreation field would 

be.

Mr. Stevens said that the Fire Department is looking 
FY09

for a ladder truck at a cost of $800,000 most of 
BUDGET

which is covered by a grant and the town’s match 
FIRE

is $40,000. The truck would not be ready for 2 years 
DEPARTMENT

and we could put $20,000 in this year and $20,000 in 

next year to cover the town’s match.
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The Highway Department would like a new dump truck 
FY09

at a cost of $140,000 which can be spread out over 
BUDGET

5 years.  Mr. Stevens said that free cash could 
HIGHWAY

be used and that would save interest costs.  A 
DEPARTMENT

used truck is not a viable answer.

Town Administrator’s report

Mr. Boudreau reported that all the doors bid on 
DOORS

have thermo and e-glass.  Motion made by 
FOR TOWN

Mr. Goerlach to accept the bid from Colvin glass 
HALL

for the doors in the community room downstairs at 

the town hall, seconded by Ms. Elfenbein.  

Unanimously voted.

Mr. Boudreau has prepared a letter of thanks to 
GIFT

Jessie Wirtes for the gift basket that he prepared 

for the Selectmen to present to Governor Patrick.  

The Selectmen chipped in their own funds to pay 

for the gift.

Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a draft of 
DOUG WEBB

a letter to Doug Webb regarding his alleged 

receiving of unemployment funds through the town.  

The Board suggested changes that will be implemented.

Mr. Boudreau reported that he spoke with Ken Walto 
ANIMAL

the Town Manager of Dalton about our need for an 
CONTROL

Animal Control Officer.  Mr. Walto explained that 
OFFICER

the Town of Dalton has a part-time Animal Control 

Officer.  Mr. Walto said that he may be interested 

in working for the Town of Lanesborough.  

Mr. Boudreau will be meeting with him and Ken Walto 

on Tuesday. Mr. Walto suggested paying the ACO an 

hourly rate.  Mr. Boudreau also has the name of the 

ACO who also works for Richmond and West Stockbridge.

Mr. Boudreau reported that he spoke with Mr. Gallant 
BRTA

and he is working on the ridership numbers regarding 

the request for the extension of the bus service in 

Lanesborough.

Mr. Prendergast asked if we have heard from Joe 
AMBULANCE

Scelsi from the mall and would like to schedule 

another meeting with the chief about the ambulance 

situation. Mr. Prendergast also heard that Cheshire 

has had some problems getting an ambulance and 

Chief Durfee is meeting with them tonight about 
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coverage.  Mr. Prendergast would like to see what 
AMBULANCE

County had to say about any problems they are  
CONT’D

having providing ambulance service.

Mr. Boudreau said that a stray dog was picked 
LOST DOG

up in the vicinity of North Main Street.  It is 

a husky and is now at the Eleanor Sonsini Animal 

Shelter.

End Town Administrator’s report

Mail:

Brochure received from Berkshire Arts & Technology 
BART

Charter School.  Ms. Elfenbein asked that it be 

put on the Town Hall bulletin board.

Copy of a letter from Mr. Boudreau to the Barriere 
ILLEGAL

Family Trust regarding the dock at the end of 
DOCK

National Street.  Mr. Boudreau reported that DEP 

sent Mrs. Barriere notifying her that it is illegal 

and she should remove it and Mrs. Barriere has ignored 

the notice and it has been forwarded to the Attorney 

General’s office.  this would be under the jurisdiction 

of the harbor master if he had been able to get his 

dock by law passed.

Note from Mrs. Avery regarding the drainage problem 
DRAINAGE

she is having on Algonquin Street and the fact that 
PROBLEM

it has been several weeks since she complained and 
ALGONQUIN

there still has been nothing done. Mr. Prendergast 
STREET

said that this cannot be resolved because the gas 

line is too close to the service. The board asked 

Mr. Boudreau to send a letter to explain the situation.  

The Board would like to have the Highway Superintendent 

to discuss it.

A brochure from the Department of Conservation and 
DCR

Recreation.  Ms. Elfenbein after reviewing the 

brochure and it stated that the DCR has money 

available for “green” materials in new construction.

Letter from Charter Communications regarding 
CHARTER

Government Relations New Update regarding the 
CABLE

digital transition.

Memorandum to Municipal Clients from Kopelmen 
LEGAL

and Paige regarding the new identity theft law.
MEMO
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Old Business:

Mr. Tinkham stated that the ballasts in lights 
GOVERNMENT

down stairs are going and the noise is interfering 
ACCESS

with the transmission of any taping of meetings 

being held in the community room.  He would also 

like the electrician to check to see if the outlets a

re wired with enough amperage to handle the new 

equipment.

New Business:

The Board set their meetings for March as Monday 
SELECTMEN

the 3rd, 10th, 24th and 31st at 7:00 p.m. and 
MARCH 

Thursday, March 20th at 6:30 p.m.
MEETING

Mr. Boudreau said that a meeting has been set 
AMBULANCE

for the 3rd with Charlie Durfee, representatives 

from the Mall and County Ambulance regarding 

ambulance availability.  Mr. Boudreau reported 

that he spoke with Mr. Decelles and the town does 

need an additional man in the Highway Department 

and maybe a Deputy Chief to handle some of the 

work that Chief Durfee is currently doing for the 

Fire Department.  Ms. Elfenbein asked what the 

costs of the EMT’s has been, the summer help that 

does the mowing and the extra snow plowing costs 

because those costs may cover additional help.

Mr. Prendergast asked if Mr. Boudreau had made 
SEWER

calls to EarthTech regarding the sewer regulations.  
REGULATIONS
Mr. Boudreau said that they are in the mail and 

will be sent to him and to Linda Pruyne.

Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to rescind the motion 
GOVERNMENT

to increase the cable committee budget in the 
ACCESS

amount of $1,000, seconded by Ms. Elfenbein. 

Unanimously voted.  Motion by Mr. Goerlach to 

make the amount of $628.00, seconded by 

Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted.

Lanesborough School Committee members, Richard 
EXECUTIVE

Cohen, Jack Hickey and Shelia Hebert.   Mr. Cohen 
SESSION

called the meeting of the Lanesborough School 

Committee to order at 8:50 p.m.  Motion made by 

Mr. Goerlach to go into executive session for the 

purpose of discussing collective bargaining and on 
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going litigation, and reconvene to open session, 
EXECUTIVE

seconded by Ms. Elfenbein.  Ms. Elfenbein, yes; 
SESSION

Mr. Goerlach, yes; Mr. Prendergast, yes.   Motion 
CONT’D

made by Ms. Hebert to go into executive session 

for the purpose of discussing collective bargaining 

and ongoing litigation, seconded by Mr. Hickey.  

Mr. Hickey, yes; Mr. Cohen, yes; Ms. Hebert, yes.  

Ms. Elfenbein made a motion that the Board sign 
LETTER TO

a letter supporting the negotiating team and 
EAGLE

decrying the lack of decorum on the part of the 

teachers, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 

voted.

Mr. Hickey reported that the Lanesborough School 
LANESBOROUGH
Committee will prepare a report for the annual 
SCHOOL

town book and it would be good to add teachers 
COMMITTEE

salaries and names in the town report. The Board 

said that names would not be included with the 

salaries.

Mr. Cohen reported that the School Committee is 
NEW ASHFORD
still negotiating with New Ashford for payment of 

the outstanding funds owed. New Ashford has agreed 

to pay for this year but not for previous years 

for SPED. Mr. Cohen explained that New Ashford 

feels that the contract states that they do not 

have to pay anything.  Mr. Cohen said that the 

lawyers are reviewing the contracts. 

Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Elfenbein, seconded 
MEETING

by Mr. Goerlach meeting adjourned at 10:25 p.m.
ADJOURNED

