December 20, 2010





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach


          Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 6:30 p.m.





Discussion with Assessor, Kelly Baumert regarding the following: Personal property exemptions for under $10,000. Ms. Baumert stated that the Town should rescind the $10,000 exemption and personal property taxes on 2nd homes.





Discussed issues with Mayflower, they have a _____ but with very little specific required work.





Ms. Baumert sand that the Assessors need a new computer.





Discussion about the number of Assessors needed, could use an appointed board or an assistant assessor; need the consultant to do some of the required work.





Ms. Baumert wants to have Mayflower come in to discuss what they have been doing and what they will be doing for the remainder of the year. The Board asked that Ms. Baumert be at the meeting as well.





Discussion about the Tax Classification, the Town is about $600+ under the levy limit; tax rate up approximately 34 cents for next fiscal year.  The question was asked if we want to consider shifting more taxes on commercial real estate.  Ms. Baumert indicated that she does not feel that a split rate would be appropriate.





The Board set their January, 2011 meetings as follows: Mondays at 7:00 p.m. January 3rd, 10th and 31st; and Thursday, January 20, 2011 at 6:30 p.m.





Town Administrator’s Report:





Mr. Boudreau reported that Fidel Moreno is looking to buy property on Route 7, Williamstown Road, owned by Kelly.  Mr. Moreno is trying to establish a White Eagle Sanctuary and Native American interpretive center. The Board would like to have a public hearing to cover the following: formal introduction and feedback; identify private sector vendors; pilot revenue sharing initiative; bringing signature event to Lanesborough, aiming for 2nd weekend in August. Would like the hearing to be held at 7:15 at the January 31, 2011 meeting.  The Board would like to get as much input as possible regarding their proposal. Would also like the meeting televised, in the Web Site and in Al Hartheimer’s news letter.





Mr. Boudreau said that the Guertin Elkerton and allocation agreement, Frank ______ will be late but is prepared to tell us that Guertin Elkerton gave us no more than 20% of the P. S. & E. All parties signed the allocation agreement including the Baker Hill Road District personnel. Minor discussion abut Friday, December 17, 2011 meeting.





Mr. Boudreau reported that the Town Hall employees have decided to  be closed on Thursday, December 23, 2010 for Christmas. 





Meeting adjourned.





