October 1, 2007





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator


		


Warrants: Warrants Signed





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.





7:00 - 7:15 Public Comment





Mrs. Dion of North Main Street regarding the 	NORTH MAIN


possibility of obtaining an easement over town 	STREET


land to put in a new leach field on her property.   


Mr. Boudreau reported that he reviewed the situation 


with the Highway Department Superintendent. 


Mr. Decelles believes it is a temporary situation 


and so he feels that it is a non-issue.  Motion made 


by Ms. Elfenbein to approve the Dion’s request to 


work on town property, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 


Unanimously voted.





Charlie Durfee, Fire Chief, regarding the 2 houses 	WILLIAMSTOWN


on Williamstown Road, that are falling in.  Chief 	ROAD


Durfee stated that they are a safety hazard and need 


to come down.  Mr. Boudreau said that the Board of 


Health has already sent letters to the owner. 


Mr. Boudreau suggested that Chief Durfee send a memo 


to the Board of the Health as well.





Dick and Sally Miner and Mark Abrams regarding 	SUPERIOR


Superior Street.  They said that Mr. Desmarais has 	STREET


blocked the road.  Mr. Miner stated that he was 


informed by his attorney that it is illegal because 


it hampers emergency access to his home.  


Mr. Desmarais was ordered to remove the obstruction 


but nothing has been done. Mr. Boudreau explained that 


Town Counsel has advised the Town that the Town does 


not own the street, but it is a public way. Mr. Abrams 


stated that right now no emergency vehicles can get 


down the street.  Mr. Boudreau explained that the 


Board sent Mr. Desmarais a letter and advised him that 


if something happens and an emergency vehicle cannot 


get down the street he could be held liable but 


Mr. Desmarais has not responded.





Alice Spatz and the Tree & Forest Committee and Tree 	TREE & FOREST


Warden, Bill Girard regarding the shade tree law and 	COMMITTEE
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the part that covers tapping public shade trees. 	TREE & FOREST


Mr. Girard explained the history of the issue with	COMMITTEE 


Mr. Wirtes.  Ms. Elfenbein asked about the by-law 	CONT’D


that they were going to propose.  Mr. Girard said 


that they have postponed the issue because they do 


not know how they will enforce a town by-law if they 


cannot enforce the state laws.  Mr. Prendergast would 


like Mr. Wirtes come in and meet with the Board and 


the Tree and Forest Committee.  The Tree Committee 


stated that the Town does have an expert that can be 


asked to check the damage done to the trees. Ms. Arlene 


would like to know how many trees Mr. Wirtes is 


planting to replace.  The Tree Committee wants to be 


assured that the Tree Warden is supported by the Town.  


Mr. Boudreau reported that Mr. Wirtes spoke with him 


and said that the state allows tapping of state trees 


but they are leased.  Mr. Boudreau suggested the Town 


do the same and the funds would be used to replace or 


treat the trees damaged by the tapping.





Ms. Spatz advised the Board that there were bags of 	BRIDGE STREET


garbage under the National Grid lines on Bridge Street 


and the area has been mowed and the garbage has been 


spread out.  She thinks it could be asbestos and wants 


to know whose responsibility it is to clean up any 


contamination.





Chief Bashara requested that the Board go into executive 	EXECUTIVE


session to discuss officer safety.  Mr. Boudreau 	SESSION


questioned the legality of going into executive session 


for this matter.  Ms. Elfenbein checked the rules and 


according to the rules it is allowed. Motion made by 


Mr. Goerlach to go into executive session to discuss 


officer safety and reconvene to open session, Seconded 


Ms. Elfenbein. Mr. Goerlach, yes; Ms. Elfenbein, yes; 


Mr. Prendergast, yes.


 


Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the September 23, 2007 meeting, seconded by	MINUTES


Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted. Motion made by 


Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes of the 


September 23, 2007 executive session, seconded 	


by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.





Town Administrators Report





Mr. Boudreau reported that Town Counsel reviewed the 	OLSEN ROAD


bids for the Olsen Road project and MassHighway also 	BIDS
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reviewed them and they agreed that we do not have to 	OLSEN ROAD


re-bid the road jobs.  However, Mr. Boudreau explained 	BIDS


that there were errors in the engineer’s documents that 


confused the process so Mr. Boudreau and Bill Decelles 


have agreed that the Town should reject the bids and 


redo them in the Spring. It is too late to do it this 


year. Mr. Boudreau reported that as Chief Procurement 


Officer he has the authority to reject all bids.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a letter to 	MASSHIGHWAY


Luisa Paiewonsky, Commissioner of MassHighway regarding 	ROUTE 7


the passing lane on Route 7 asking that they be taken 


out, with copies to Peter Niles, MassHighway, Lenox, 


Senator Downing and Representative Guyer.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a letter 	RECREATION


written on behalf of the recreation committee, 


regarding the commitment of the Town to maintain 


the new park.





Mr. Boudreau reported that the junk car on the 	JUNK CAR


Zimmerman property on Silver Street that the police 	SILVER STREET


looked into it and the property is up for sale and 


one of the conditions of the Purchase and Sale 


Agreement is that the car is to be removed.  The 


Chief said that he will follow-up to make sure that 


it happens.





Mr. Boudreau reported that the Board of Health is 	OUTSIDE


working on a regulation for outside boilers.	BOILERS





Mr. Boudreau went over the Municipal Benchmark report 	MUNICIPAL


that he received comparing Lanesborough to 21 other 	BENCHMARK


communities in the state that are similar to 	REPORT


Lanesborough in size.  The report shows the average 


tax bills are the same. The report also shows that 


the education and police costs are very high and our 


pubic works is below the normal and the rest of the 


town costs are on a par with these other communities 


Board asked Mr. Boudreau to get more information.





Mr. Boudreau reminded the Board that we need to 	VACANCIES


fill vacancies on the Finance Committee and on 


the Conservation Committee.





Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to appoint Glen Bean 	MT.GREYLOCK


as the Mount Greylock Advisory Council Representative, 	ADVISORY


seconded by Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted.	COUNCIL
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Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a list of 	HIRING 


procedures for hiring part-time police officers.  	PROCEDURES


After discussion motion was made by Ms. Elfenbein 	POLICE


to approve the procedures for hiring part-time 	DEPARTMENT


police officers as amended, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 


Unanimously voted.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with the list of 	SERGEANT’S


the sergeant’s duties.	DUTIES





End of Town Administrator’s Report





Mail:





Letter from Berkshire Regional Planning Commission 	BRPC


stating that the Executive Office of Transportation 


and Public Works has entered into a contract with 


Greenman Pedersen Inc. to provide oblique imagery 


for Massachusetts.  The contract allows local 


communities to purchase additional imagery at a 


cost of $300-$350/square mile.





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to appoint Town Clerk, 	CENSUS


Judith Gallant, as the Local Update of Census 	ADDRESSES


Addresses Liaison, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 	LIAISON


Unanimously voted.





Letter from Senator Downing and Representative	VALIDATE


 Guyer stating that the legislation has assigned 	TOWN


bill number House Bill 4250 for the special 	ELECTION


legislation on behalf of the Town of Lanesborough 


for to validate the May 15, 2007 town election.





Copy of a letter from the Board of Health to 	LAMP POST


Meena Rana regarding complaints of bugs at the 	MOTEL


Lamp Post Motel.





Notice received from the Municipal Coalition 	AFFORDABLE


for Affordable Housing announcing a seminar to 	HOUSING


be held on October 26, 2007 in Westborough, 


Massachusetts.





Notice of a Blue Cross/Blue Shield seminar to 	HEALTH


be held in Northampton.  Mr. Boudreau reported 	INSURANCE


that he is going to attend the one being held 	SEMINAR


on October 22nd.
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Massachusetts Municipal Association notice of 	MMA


a legislative breakfast to be held in North 


Adams on October 12th.





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to appoint the 	TOWN


Town Administrator, Paul Boudreau, to be in 	EQUIPMENT


charge of any change of equipment in the town, 


seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.





Old Business:


		


Mr. Goerlach asked if we had heard from Town 	BAILEY ROAD


Counsel regarding Bailey Road. Mr. Boudreau said 


that he had not and that he will put something 


together.





Regarding the “no parking” signs on Baker Street. 	BAKER STREET


Mr. Boudreau reported that Mr. Decelles indicated 	SIGNS


that he has signs already.





Mr. Prendergast asked if there has been any 	DRIVE-IN


further information regarding the mylar for 


the drive-in property. Mr. Boudreau will give 


him a call.





Mr. Prendergast asked if Mr. Boudreau sent a 	“STAR”


letter to the governor regarding the STAR 


program.  





Mr. Prendergast would like to meet with the 	CABLE


Cable Committee and the time has been set 	COMMITTEE


for October 22nd, at 7:30.





Ms. Elfenbein said that she will check with 	PITTSFIELD


Pittsfield City Council about the property 	CITY COUNCIL


near Berkshire Mall Road.





Mr. Prendergast asked if Town Counsel had 	NOISE 


responded to our questions about the noise 	ORDINANCE


ordinance, he did receive a copy of the Amherst 


by-law. Mr. Boudreau said that he has been 


expecting to see a petition from the North Main 


Street residents asking for a noise ordinance.  


Mr. Prendergast said that there is a document 


that can be written to deal with the noise and 


air pollution issues. Mr. Boudreau said that the 


Amherst by-law puts the enforcement in the hands 


of the Police Department.
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Mr. Goerlach suggested that the bid bond be 	BID BONDS


increased from 5%. Mr. Boudreau said that the 


bid bond is by statute. A performance bond is 50%.





New Business:





Ms. Elfenbein said that she is now the alternate 	MPO


representative to the MPO and Tom Szczepaniak 


is the representative.  





Ms. Elfenbein stated that she would like to use 	SELECTMEN’S


some of selectmen’s expenses for gifts for the 	EXPENSES


Berkshire County Selectmen’s raffle.  Motion made 


by Mr. Goerlach allow Ms. Elfenbein to spend up 


to $25 for gifts for the raffle for the Berkshire 


County Selectmen’s dinner, seconded by 


Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.





Stephanie Abrams presented the Board with a copy 	“SISTER


of the brochure with a list of events for the 	CITY” VISIT


“Sister City” visit for the visit.





Mr. Boudreau requested the Board go into executive 	EXECUTIVE


session to discuss collective bargaining. Motion 	SESSION


made by Mr. Goerlach to go into executive session 


for the purpose of discussing collective bargaining, 


seconded by Ms. Elfenbein. Mr. Goerlach, yes; 


Ms. Elfenbein, yes; Mr. Prendergast, yes.  





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to appoint Glen Storie 	HIGHWAY


Highway Foreman, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 	FOREMAN


Unanimously voted.





Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Goerlach, seconded	MEETING 


by Ms. Elfenbein, meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m.	ADJOURNED


