November 29, 2010





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach


Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


          Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





Public Comment:





May Hickey, Nancy McCabe, Francesca Kristensen, 	BOARD OF


Board of health members regarding the Berkshire 	HEALTH


County Boards of Health association have put the 


plan together to have the county boards of health 


work together to get some grants.  There is no 


financial commitment. Any funds received will be 


handled by the Berkshire Regional Planning 


Commission. Mr. Goerlach signed the agreement on 


behalf of the Board.





Town Administrator's Report





Mr. Boudreau reported that he submitted the 	PUTNAM


application to the state for the Putnam Road 	ROAD


project.  The State has approved it and submitted 	


it to FEMA.  Mr. Boudreau reported that we will 


not hear from FEMA until the spring and it would 


be a Fall project.  Estimated cost is $205,950 


the town share will be $51,437 from Chapter 90 money.





Mr. Boudreau said that we may have to post 	TAX


another meeting in December to hold the tax 	CLASSIFICATION


classification hearing maybe the 13th.  	HEARING


Mr. Prendergast would like more information 


about the assessments.





Mr. Boudreau said that he has been in contact 	STREET


with WMECO and they reported that they have 	LIGHTS


fixed some streetlights.  Mr. Szczepaniak said 


streetlights on Old State Road, Cheshire Road, 


Swamp Road, and Summer Street are still out.





Mr. Prendergast asked about Glen Storie.  	GLEN 


Mr. Boudreau said that he spoke with Bill 	STORIE


Decelles who reported that Mr. Storie had his 


surgery but did not know the prognosis.
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Mr. Boudreau said that at the last meeting the 	MEALS


Board discussed the possibility of having a 	TAX


meals tax and he presented the Board with an 


estimate from DOR that Lanesborough would raise 


$42,500 this estimate was prepared by DOR.  


Mr. Prendergast asked what it would mean for the 


restaurants. Mr. Boudreau said that it could 


amount to 7.5 cents on the sale of a $10.00 meal.  


Mr. Goerlach asked if it can be designated to 


Stabilization instead of going into the General 


Account.





Mr. Boudreau asked the Board if they have 	ACCEPTANCE


reviewed the rules and regulations of the 	OF STREETS


acceptance of town ways.





End Town Administrator's Report





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to approve the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the October 20, 2010 meeting, 	MINUTES


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to approve the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the October 25, 2010 meeting, 	MINUTES


seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to approve the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the November 17, 2010 meeting, 	MINUTES


seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to approve the 	ACCEPTED


Executive session minutes of the November 17, 


2010 meeting, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 


Unanimously voted.





Mail:





Request from Jiminy Peak asking for permission 	HENDRICKS


to open their doors for business at the 	LODGE


Hendricks’s Summit Lodge at 10:00 a.m. instead 


of 11:00 a.m. on Sunday. The Board asked that 


the ABCC be called to find out if this is allowed.
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Curb cut request for 73 Meadow Lane submitted by 	CURB CUT	


Edward H. and Carol A. Brockway. Motion made by 


Mr. Szczepaniak to issue a curb cut permit to 


Edward H. and Carol A. Brockway for property 


located at 73 Meadow Lane with the following 


stipulations: that a 4 foot blacktop apron be 


installed at the bottom of the driveway and that 


the owners notify the Water Department about 


water shutoff, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 


Unanimously voted. 





Curb cut request for Old Ore Bed Road submitted 	CURB CUT


by Nathaniel, Carol and David Plaza. Motion made 


by Mr. Prendergast to issue a curb cut permit to 


Nathaniel, Carol and David Plaza regarding lot 4 


on Old Ore Bed Road with the stipulation that the 


existing pipes under the access road be increased 


to a 12” culvert, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.





Received a card from Berkshire Brushes thanking 	BERKSHIRE


the Town for allowing them to use the Community 	BRUSHES


Room along check in the amount of $100 to be 


used for heat and other utilities as needed.





Letter from MASSDot announcing a public hearing 	MINER ROAD


scheduled for Monday, December 6, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. 	BRIDGE


regarding the Lanesborough—Miner Road bridge project.





Charter Communication announcing new rates for 	CHARTER


maintenance fees.





Letter from the State Ethics Commission stating 	ETHICS


that they had conducted and completed a 	COMMISSION


preliminary inquiry and voted to terminate the 


inquiry and closed the case.





End Mail





Old Business





Mr. Szczepaniak asked if there has been any word 	PARTRIDGE


about the low shoulders on Partridge Road. 	ROAD


Mr. Boudreau will call tomorrow.





Mr. Prendergast asked about Mr. Bellora being 	WIREDWEST


sworn in to serve as the Town’s representative 


for WiredWest.
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Mr. Prendergast asked about Berkshire Windpower.  	WINDPOWER


Mr. Prendergast said that he heard on the radio 


that Pittsfield is getting a reduction in 


electrical charge for all the city buildings 


because of the solar farm.





Mr. Prendergast asked about the Berkshire Coop.  	BERKSHIRE


Mr. Boudreau said that the meeting was rescheduled.	COOP





Mr. Prendergast asked about the pre-mediation 	GUERTON


meeting.  Mr. Boudreau said that he believes 	ELKERTON


that it will be December 7, 2010.  





Mr. Goerlach said that he received a call from 	KRISPY


Ann Shacar regarding the accessory building at 	CONES


Krispy Cones.  Mr. Boudreau said that she told 


her to speak with the Building Inspector.





Mr. Goerlach said that he was approached by a 	STOP SIGN


resident of Berkshire asking that the stop sign 


be removed at the intersection of Summer Street and 


Partridge Road.





Mr. Goerlach asked about the cost of auctioning 	TAX 


the properties for tax taking.	TAKINGS


�New Business





Mr. Boudreau requested the Board go into executive 	EXECUTIVE


session for the purpose of discussing collective 	SESSION


bargaining.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to go 


into executive session for the purpose of discussing 


collective bargaining and to reconvene in open 


session, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Mr. Prendergast, yes; Mr. Szczepaniak, yes; 


Mr. Goerlach, yes.  





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn, 	MEETING seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.  	ADJOURNED


Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.





