March 29, 2010





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman


Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


          	Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





Public Comment:





Martha Freedman regarding the second annual 	COMMUNITY


community clean up day that will be held on 	CLEAN UP


Saturday, May 1, 2010.  She asked the Board if 


the Town could help again this year with trucks.  


Mr. Szczepaniak and Mr. Goerlach said that they 


will donate trucks again this year. Mr. Tinkham 


suggested that Mrs. Freedman contact Lee Hauge 


of the Friends of Pontoosuc to coordinate clean 


up.  Mr. Szczepaniak suggested contacting Mark 


Kasuba as well.





Prudence Barton 155 Kessler representing the 	ELEMENTARY


Lanesborough Education Association reported the 	SCHOOL


status of education of the teachers at the elementary 	TEACHERS


school and their pay scale in comparison to other 


schools in the state.





Mike Weslowski of Old Cheshire Road regarding the	OLD 


drainage situation in front of his property.  	CHESHIRE


Mr. Prendergast said that he spoke with Bill 	ROAD


Decelles and was told that it is on Mr. Decelles' 


list for this year.  Mr. Weslowski said that now 


that there is another house going in across the 


road from him that there will be more water washing 


over the street and in to his fields.





Attorney Mark Seigors delivered the cell phone 	CONNECTOR


to be used to call for the construction job.  	ROAD


Attorney Seigors said that he spoke with the 


contractor and he will try to keep the gravel 


trucks off Swamp Road.  Attorney Seigors said that 


the message boards will be going up this week.  


The contractor has started to repair Partridge Road 


and will clean out the trenches along Partridge as 


well.  They are about a month ahead of schedule.
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Chief Bashara said that he had a meeting today 	FLAGMEN


about flagmen to be used for the Mall Road 


reconstruction.  Chief Bashara stated that he made 


it clear that if there is an issue of safety that 


neither the town nor the police department will be 


responsible if there was no police presences at the 


job site.  The state made the decision not to have 


police direct traffic for this job, not the 


contractor.  Mr. Prendergast asked Chief who should 


be called if there is a problem with the construction.  


Chief Bashara said that they just have to call the 


department.  Mr. Prendergast asked if the Chief has 


given any thought to extra details around the school.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked the chief about the charge 	COMPUTER


of $95 for getting rid of computer monitors.  	MONITORS


Chief Bashara said that he will check with 


Mr. Durwin in the morning to see what it was about 


because he had no memory of getting rid of monitors.





Mr. Goerlach wanted to discuss the towing issue.  	TOWING


Mr. Szczepaniak stepped out to abstain from the 	COMPANIES


discussion.  There seems to be an on-going problem 


with who gets called when there needs to be a tow 


truck.  Chief Bashara explained that the 2 local 


towing companies have been complaining about how 


they are called to accidents.  Chief Bashara said 


they try to be fair about who is called and how 


often.  Chief Bashara said that if either of these 


tow companies want to withdraw their companies’ 


names from the list they can. He does not want to 


be called and badgered about it any longer.  





Chief Bashara said that Target donated 5 new 	OFFICE


office chairs to the Police Department.	CHAIRS





Mr. Goerlach asked if there was any way Chief 	POLICE


Bashara could trim costs.  Chief Bashara said that 	BUDGET


he has already made several cuts.





Mr. Goerlach asked about replacing the cruiser. 	CRUISER


Chief Bashara said that the insurance company 	TOTALED


will pay for a replacement. Chief Bashara also 


reported that Officer Sorrell is ok.





Tony DeSanti football director for the Town’s 	FOOTBALL


children's league.  Mr. DeSanti reported that he 	LEAGUE


has been mandated to have all the equipment 
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re-certified every 2 years. Because of budget 


constraints the equipment is not going to be 


re-certified this year because of the cost. It was 


budgeted for $4,500 and the bill was $6,500 including 


replacement helmets for the 10 that were thrown out.  


Mr. DeSanti said he does not want to be held personally responsible for any injuries occurring because of 


faulty equipment.  Mr. Goerlach asked Mr. Boudreau 


to call the insurance company to find out what the 


liability to the town is in this instance. 


Mr. Prendergast asked that the letter be reviewed 


by Town Counsel.





Deb Decelles regarding the possible increase in 	COUNCIL


the director's hours.  Mrs. Decelles stated that 	ON AGING


they have an appointment with the Finance Committee 


on April 5th and would like to know how the Board 


feels.  Mr. Szczepaniak said that he feels that 


there is a need but we don't know where the funds


would come from. 





Administrator's Report





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with an updated 	ANNUAL


copy of the proposed annual town meeting warrant. 	TOWN


Article 1, Ballot Questions: Ballot 1, appointed 	MEETING


assessors; Ballot 2, taking care of streets not 	WARRANT


owned by town; Ballot 3 regarding the repairs to 


Mt. Greylock School; Ballot 4 regarding the 


exemption of 2 loans from 2 1/2.  Article 2 line 


items; Article 3 prior fiscal year bill owed to 


Berkshire Enviro Labs.  Article 4 over run of Voc 


Ed expenses of approximately $60,000. Article 5 & 


6 over run both the school and town’s health 


insurance account, no figures available at this 


time. These 3 articles will be taken out of free 


cash. Article 7 appointed Board of Assessors; 


Article 8, to accept Mass G.L. Chapter 64g for a 


local room occupancy rate to be raised to a rate 


of 6%. The Board asked if campgrounds would be 


affected. Mr. Boudreau said that he would check.  


Article 9 is regarding a stipend account for the 


Fire Department.  Articles 10, 11, 12 and 13 


revolving funds.  Article 14 Group Purchasing; 


Article 15 transportation bond bill; Article 16 


Ambulance Enterprise Fund; Article 17 Sewer 


Enterprise Fund; Article 18 to receive funds from 


the Baker Hill Road District. Article 19 transfer 
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to stablization; Article 20 transfer from free 


cash to reduce tax rate and 21 transfer from 


stablization to reduce tax rate.  Article 22, 


tax petition.  Mr. Boudreau reported that 


Mr. Hartheimer has picked up his petition and we 


do not know if he will resubmit it.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a copy of 	SELECTMEN


the Selectmen report for their review.	REPORT





Mr. Boudreau reported that he is working with Deb 	ENERGY


Donovan of New England Energy and the Town is going 	SAVINGS


to have all the lighting in Town Hall and the 


Highway Department buildings upgraded under a 


WMECO program where WMECO pays 70% and the Town 


pays 30%.  Mr. Goerlach said that he has the name 


of someone else that does this through WMECO.  


Mr. Boudreau reported that there is no out of 


pocket expense as the 30% if spread out monthly 


for 2 years.





Mr. Boudreau reported that Kowchuk Drive is a town 	KOWCHUK


road as it used to be Balance Rock Road. Mr. Boudreau 	DRIVE


will add this to MassHighway’s list of town roads 


for Chapter 90 money.  





Mr. Boudreau update on Berkshire spring, he 	BERKSHIRE


received a notice regarding the UV installation, 	SPRING


stating that the town did not give enough 


information. Mr. Boudreau stated that he requested 


an extension to resubmit.





Mr. Boudreau asked the Board about flags. He needs 	FLAGS


to know how many we need.  There is approximately


$1,400 left in the budget.  Mr. Goerlach said that 


he will call WMECO who is replacing the poles to 


see if they will put brackets on the new poles.





Mr. Prendergast said that a member of the 	MT.GREYLOCK


Williamstown Finance Committee wants to meet 	BUDGET


with Bill Stevens and him regarding the budget 	MEETING


for Mt. Greylock School.  They would like 


Lanesborough to up the amount in the Town's 


budget for Mt. Greylock.  Mr. Boudreau said 


that there is a budget review meeting scheduled 


for Thursday, April 1, at 4pm. with Glen Bean, 


Bruce Durwin and Mr. Boudreau.
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End Administrator's Report





The Board set their meetings for April as follows: 	APRIL


Monday, April 5th, and 26th at 7:00 p.m. and 	MEETINGS


Wednesday, April 14th at 6:30 p.m.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to approve the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the March 8, 2010 meeting, seconded by 	MINUTES


Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted. Motion made 


by Mr. Prendergast to approve the minutes of the 


March 18, 2010 meeting, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.





Mail:





Letter prepared by Mark Seigors, attorney for 	CONNECTOR


Berkshire Mall, responding to Capital Trust, Inc. 	ROAD WORK


explaining the funding for the reconstruction of 	FUNDING


the Mall Road.  After review the letter was signed 


by Mr. Goerlach.





Letter from Petricca Industries responding to a 	CATCH 


request for a quote for additional catch basins 	BASIN


for the drainage improvements to Old State Road 	OLD STATE


the quoted $21,252.00.  Mr. Boudreau said that he 	ROAD


discussed this with Mr. Decelles.  Mr. Decelles 


said that he feels the quote is very high and the 


Highway Department can do it for less. 





Correspondence from Wired West regarding 	BROADBAND


broadband connections for western Massachusetts.





Contract received from the Berkshire Visiting Nurse 	VNA


Association for services provided to the Town of 	CONTRACT


Lanesborough in the amount of $3,385 for FY11.  


Mr. Goerlach signed the contract on behalf of the 


Town.





Letter from Gordon Zaks regarding Mr. Hartheimer’s 	REAL 


petition  Mr. Zaks explains in his letter some of 	ESTATE


the problems he sees with the petition.	TAX





Letter from Rose Ellis addressed to Bill Ballen 	TUITION


stating that she wants to raise the tuition for 	NEW 


New Ashford students over the next 3 years as 	ASHFORD


follows: 2010-2011 - $7,500/student; 2011-2012 – 


$7,725/student; 2012-2013 - $7,960/student.
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Old Business:





Mr. Prendergast reported that he did a road check 	HIGHWAY


with Mr. Decelles and it is his opinion that 


drainage problems should be addressed before work 


on paved roads. There are sections of paved roads 


that need to be addressed but most of the funds 


should be paved.  The board will meet on the 14th 


at 6:30 to view roads with Mr. Decelles.





Mr. Prendergast asked a status of the dogs on Bull 	DOG 


Hill Road.  Mr. Boudreau said that there have been 	COMPLAINT


no complaints.





Mr. Prendergast said that he spoke with Regina 	ELEMENTARY


DiLego and Rose Ellis about the expenses of 	SCHOOL


repairing the furnace at the elementary school.  	FURNACE


Mr. Prendergast reported that Mrs. Ellis did not 	COSTS


feel that the expenses were out of line.





Mr. Prendergast reported that there is a handicapped 	ADA RAMP


person who wants access to the library. She has to 	TOWN HALL


use the ramp and it is not safe to use.  Mr. Boudreau 


said that he has a pre-application for the FDA for a 


grant but in the meantime we need to repair the ramp 


covering as soon as possible.





Mr. Goerlach asked if it is ok for him to get a 	FRONT 


quote on the front stairs.  Mr. Goerlach asked if 	STEPS


there was money in the Selectmen's budget.





Mr. Goerlach asked about the unemployment for the 	SEASONAL


seasonal employee.  Mr. Boudreau will check with 	HIRING


Dalton to see how they handle it.





Mr. Goerlach asked Mr. Boudreau to get information 	CATHERINE


about Catherine Street, about how the town gave away 	STREET


a town right of way to Floyd Passardi.





New Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak asked that someone from the Board, 	PARTRIDGE


the Police and Fire Departments to represent the 	ROAD


Town at the meeting that Pittsfield is going to 	CLOSING


have concerning the closing of Partridge Road.  


Mr. Goerlach and Mr. Szczepaniak will be going and 


would like the Fire Chief and Police Chief to 


attend as well.
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Mr. Szczepaniak said that he received a call from 	CABLE


Mike Murphy about not receiving an answer to his 	COMMITTEE


request for copies of Charter Communications 


correspondences.





Mr. Boudreau requested the Board go into executive 	EXECUTIVE


session for the purpose of discussing collective 	SESSION


bargaining. Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to go 


into executive session for the purpose of discussing 


collective bargaining and reconvene to open session 


to adjourn.  Mr. Prendergast, yes; Mr. Szczepaniak, 


yes; Mr. Goerlach, Yes.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn, 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously Voted. 	ADJOURNED


Meeting adjourned at 10:25 p.m. 


