September 17, 2007





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator


		


Warrants: Warrants Signed





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.





7:00 - 7:15 Public Comment





Robert Skubel asked the Board to work on a noise 	NOISE


ordinance by-law.  Mr. Boudreau said that there is 	ORDINANCE


a noise ordinance that considers a barking dog a 	DOGS


nuisance.  Mr. Boudreau explained that if Mr. Skubel 


files a complaint with the Selectmen, letters will 


be sent and there will be a hearing.   The Board will 


schedule a meeting with Mr. Skubel at a later date to 


address his concerns.





Mr. Boudreau explained that he and Bruce Durwin 	TREASURER/


interviewed 6 people for the Treasurer/Collector’s 	COLLECTOR


job this afternoon; 2 did not have enough experience, 	POSITION


1 who has the experience as a treasurer/collector 


was too expensive and the last 3 are coming in 


tonight to meet with the Board.  Mr. Boudreau 


reported that under the law the demand fees cannot 


be turned over to the town without adopting a by-law 


at town meeting.





Deborah A. Cotter, has 13 years experience as 	TREASURER/


treasurer, clerk and personnel manager of the Dalton 	COLLECTOR


Fire District. Ms. Cotter has been taking courses for 


tax collector. She is a certified municipal treasurer. 


She would like a starting salary of around 40,000 


including the demand fees. ($33,000 + demand fees 


around 7,000 annually)





Beverly Cooper is the treasurer/accountant for the 	TREASURER/


Town of Savoy; pension administrator in North Adams. 	COLLECTOR


Ms. Cooper said that she would continue to work in 


Savoy because it is only Tuesday nights.  Ms. Cooper 


also stated that she is familiar with KBS software 


that the Town Accountant uses. 





Nancy Giardina is currently the assistant treasurer 	TREASURER/


in Pittsfield and has had extensive treasurer experience.  COLLECTOR
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William Stevens, Finance Committee, stated that in 	FINANCE


reading the Selectmen’s meeting minutes he notice 	COMMITTEE


that there was a statement that the Finance Committee 


okayed the transfer of funds to cover additional 


legal fees.  He stated that the Finance Committee did 


not vote on any transfer to cover a legal fee.  


Mr. Durwin explained that he spoke with Mrs. Brower 


about it but did not realize it had not made it 


before the Finance Committee as a whole.





William Stevens said that he was involved with 	NOISE


writing up a noise ordinance for the City of 	ORDINANCE


Pittsfield and all they can do is set an ordinance 


for a certain decibel level.  Mr. Boudreau asked 


Mr. Stevens for a copy of the ordinance he worked on.  





Mr. Boudreau explained that the Town took money for 	EARTHTECH


the new boilers at Town Hall from the sewer study 


account based on the consultants telling us that 


they were not going to need the money; but we found 


out last week that they are requesting the money; 


so the board will need to speak with the Finance 


Committee.  Mr. Boudreau said that he first needs 


to speak to the consultant.





Marvin Michalak of the Lanesborough Police Advisory 	POLICE


Commission presented the Board with a letter of 	ADVISORY


recommendation for Edward Jurczyk to serve out the 	COMMISSION


Charles Durfee’s term who resigned from the 	APPOINTMENT


commission. Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to appoint 


Edward Jurczyk to the Police Advisory Commission 


for the remainder of Mr. Durfee’s term, which expires 


June 30, 2008, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 


voted.





Mary Reilly asked if there is any expense account 	“SISTER


associated with the welcoming committee for the 	CITY”


Town’s “Sister City” visitors from Lanesborough, 


Ireland.  The Board said there is no expense account.





The Board, Mr. Boudreau and Mr. Durwin discussed the 	TREASURER/


qualifications of the 3 candidates for treasurer/	COLLECTOR


collector.  Mr. Durwin said that he had not checked 	POSITION


any references yet. Mr. Boudreau reported that 


Ms. Forgea’s current is $34,551 plus fees.  Mr. Durwin 


and Mr. Boudreau said that they would like to offer 


the new treasurer/collector $32,000, plus fees. 


Mr. Prendergast clarified that the demands would be 
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paid to Ms. Forgea until she leaves and then the 	TREASURER/


money would go to the new treasurer.  The Board 	COLLECTOR


suggested offering the job at $31,000 plus demands.  	POSITION


Mr. Prendergast feels that Ms. Giardina has the best 	CONT’D


qualifications for the job.  Ms. Elfenbein a motion 


to appoint Nancy Mr. Prendergast as treasurer/


collector at a salary of 30,000 plus demands and 


an additional $1,000 after 6 months, seconded by 


Mr. Goerlach.  Unanimously voted. Mr. Boudreau said 


that he will check her references.





Town Administrators Report





Mr. Boudreau reported that the bids came in for 	ROAD WORK


milling and trench repair; resurfacing of various 	BIDS


roads and drainage and road improvements to Olsen Road:  


For resurfacing of various roads: Delsignore was low 


bid at $67.18 a ton, Lane Construction at $82.50 a ton 


and Allstate at $76.50 a ton. Motion made by 


Ms. Elfenbein to grant the bid for resurfacing of 


various of various to Delsignore, seconded by 


Mr. Goerlach, Unanimously voted.  For milling and 


trench repair: Delsignore at $6.95/lft, Lane at 


$12.90/lft, and Warner Brothers at $17.20/lft. Motion 


made by Ms. Elfenbein to grant the bid for milling and 


trench repair to Delsignore, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 


Unanimously voted.  For drainage and road improvements 


to Olsen Road, 5 bids were received Pereira $126,990, 


Maxymillian at $138,530.70, Adams Trucking at $106,824.45, 


Condron $116,450 and C & A at $118,790.  Mr. Boudreau 


said that if their bid documents are in order he will 


recommend the bid be awarded to Adams Trucking, but he 


has not had a chance to review the documents.  





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a copy of a 	HIGHWAY


settlement agreement for the highway department 	DEPARTMENT


contract.  If everyone is in agreement then it will 	AGREEMENT


be signed by the chairman and if all goes well the 


contract will be ready for signatures at the next 


meeting. After much discussion it was decided that 


there was need for more clarification and the Board 


postponed signing the agreement.  





Mr. Boudreau reported that he is continuing to look 	PUTNAM


into the work needed for the Putnam Road bridge.  	ROAD


Mr. Boudreau reported that Bill Decelles suggested 	BRIDGE


using Chapter 90 money for the hazard mitigation 


problem.  Kathy Stevens of MassHighway said that 
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Chapter 90 money could be used for this.  Mr. Decelles	PUTNAM


and Mr. Boudreau also met with Lauren Gariety of 	ROAD


Berkshire Regional Planning and she stated that there 	CONT’D


are funds available through MEMA.  Mr. Decelles needs 


to prepare the number of visits made by the Highway 


Department to make repairs and the costs of those 


repairs.





End of Town Administrator’s Report





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the September 10, 2007 meeting as amended, seconded 	MINUTES


by Mr. Goerlach.  Unanimously voted. Motion made by 


Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes of the first 


September 10, 2007 executive session, seconded by 


Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted. Motion made by 


Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes of the seconded 


September 10, 2007 executive session, seconded by 


Mr. Goerlach.  Unanimously voted.





Mail:





Berkshire Gas requested approval of a Road Opening 	ROAD 


Permit to repair a gas leak at 109 Bull Hill Road.  	OPENING


Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to approve the Road 	PERMIT


Opening Permit requested by Berkshire Gas for 


109 Bull Hill Road with the stipulation that any 


cuts in the pavement be patched before winter and 


they meet all conditions covered by the Road Opening 


Permit, seconded by Ms. Elfenbein.  Unanimously voted.





Curb cut permit requested by Keith Ouimet for Brodie 	CURB CUT


Mountain Road.  Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to 


approve the curb cut requested by Keith Ouimet for 


Brodie Mountain Road with the stipulation that Mr. 


Ouimet put in a black top apron the width of the 


driveway and maintain any silt runoff during and 


after construction and also the driveway should be 


constructed to the east of the catch basin, seconded 


by Ms. Elfenbein. Mr. Goerlach stated that the trees 


in question were not posted and under Massachusetts 


Law and they should have been. Unanimously voted.





Copy of letter sent by the Conservation Commission 	NORTH MAIN


to Peter Beaudoin asking him to come to their 	STREET


October 1, 2007 meeting to address the issue of his 


bringing his property into compliance with a 


previously issued Enforcement Order.
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Copy of the demand letter sent to Ms. Koziara. 	SUE KOZIARA


Mr. Boudreau reported that the 2 weeks are up 	


and the money has not been remitted to the Town.  


The Board authorized Mr. Brackett to file a small 


claims request.





Letter from Berkshire Regional Planning Commission 	BRPC


regarding the meeting regarding Subregional 


Representation on Berkshire MPO. There will be a 


caucus.  Ms. Elfenbein stated that she has already 


planed to attend.





Letter from the ABCC regarding a regional training 	ABCC


seminar for Local Boards will be held in the City 	SEMINAR


Council Chambers in Pittsfield City Hall on September 


28, from 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon.





Letter from Berkshire Regional Planning Commission 	BRPC


with their comments recommendation regarding the 	MT.GREYLOCK


project changes for the Mt. Greylock Historic Parkway	RESERVATION Rehabilitation.  They say “No new environmental 


threshold has been exceeded.….The BRPC believes that 


the information provided in the NPC, along with the 


supplemental documentation provided by the proponent, 


sufficiently represents the environmental impacts of 


the proposed portable batch plant and that no further 


MEPA review is required.” Mr. Boudreau said that 


Maxymillian has already put the batch plant on property 


that they own in North Adams.  The Board said that the 


neighbors are already complaining.





Old Business:


		


Mr. Goerlach reported that he had Mr. Decelles 	BAILEY 


draw up a proposal for 18 Bailey Road to correct the 	ROAD


water problem.  Mr. Goerlach asked that this be sent 


to Town Counsel with the Balance Rock Road documents.





Regarding Superior Street, Stacy Chapman of 	SUPERIOR


Conservation Commission said that there was an 	STREET


Enforcement Order but they did not issue an Order of 


Conditions. She said that there is nothing saying 


that the road can be reopened but if it starts to 


erode again then there would be another enforcement 


order.
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Ms. Elfenbein asked if Mr. Boudreau had spoken 	NOISE


with the Board of Health about the noise 	ORDINANCE


ordinances.  Mr. Boudreau said he had not.





There is no change on Victoria Lane regarding the 	VICTORIA


wood burning furnace.	LANE





Mr. Boudreau reported that there is a meeting of 	MOTORCROSS


the neighbors on North Main Street. They have 	


hired an attorney and they are meeting tonight.





Ms. Hassan asked about the issue of money owed by 	SCHOOL


the Town of New Ashford to the school.  The Board 	COMMITTEE


said that nothing had been decided but it was up 


to the School Committee.





Mr. Prendergast said that the signs have been 	“SISTER


received and ready for lettering for the “Sister 	CITY” SIGNS


City” visit.  The Town needs permission from the 


state to put them up.





New Business:





The junk car is still a problem on Silver Street. 	JUNK CARS


Mr. Boudreau said that this is in the hands of the 


Police Department now.





Ms. Elfenbein asked that another letter be sent to 	ROUTE 7


the highway commissioner about our concerns about 


having a passing lane in the middle of town.





Mr. Goerlach asked Mr. Boudreau to call EarthTech 	EARTHTECH


about how much more it is going to cost the town 


for their services.





Mr. Prendergast reminded the Board that they meet 	CABLE


with the Cable Commission.  No date has been set.	COMMISSION





Mr. Goerlach asked to find out how much it will 	RECREATION


cost to keep the recreation park at the drive in 


property. Mr. Goerlach suggested having the 


information so that the board can make a decision 


about hiring an additional temporary employee.  


Mr. Goerlach said that the current temp has not 


been working 40 hours each week





Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Goerlach, seconded	MEETING 


by Ms. Elfenbein, meeting adjourned at 10:38 p.m.	ADJOURNED


