May 12, 2008





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.





7:00 - 7:15 - Public Comment





Dave Hugabone, 36 Meadow Lane, his neighbor, 	MEADOW 


Corey Fox, raised the level of his lot and now 	LANE


the water is draining on his property. The Board 


asked Mr. Boudreau to speak with the Building 


Inspector.





P. J. Pannesco, regarding the discussion of the 	FIRE


Fire Department’s Finances. Mr. Pannesco said 	DEPARTMENT


that the amount that Ms. Elfenbein stated at the 	FINANCES


meeting was incorrect.  Mr. Prendergast explained 


that the Board was discussing how to divide the 


Ambulance Association funds from the Fire Department 


for clarification purposes.  Ms. Elfenbein said she 


got the number from a state official and asked 


Mr. Pannesco for the correct figure if it was wrong. 


Mr. Pannesco stated that he feels that it should not 


be discussed publicly.  Ms. Elfenbein stated that 


if the Fire Department is a non-profit organization 


it is public information.  Mr. Pannesco said that 


the Fire Department is non-profit but still refused 


to divulge the correct figures.





Liz Drury checking with the Board regarding the 	MOTORCROSS


motor cross track.  She wants to clarify how to 


go forward.  She presented the Board with a new 


letter to be sent to Mr. Beaudoin.  Mr. Prendergast 


asked that Ms. Drury and the rest of the Board of 


Health come in Monday, May 19, 2008 to discuss this 


further.  Mr. Prendergast said that he spoke with 


an attorney about this matter and was informed that 


it is illegal for children under 10 to ride bikes 


and the Town should not sanction any riding because 


it could become a liability for the Town.





Tom Webb reported that they are finished with the 	HOUSING


housing help that they scheduled through the 	GRANT


Housing Rehabilitation Grant.  Mr. Webb reported 
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that there is $285,000 left over and he would like 	HOUSING


the Board to approve an amendment and extension to 	CONT’D


do another 6 units. Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to 


approve the budget and extension to rehab additional 


units, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.





Mr. Prendergast opened the Pole Hearing.  Jim Marco 	POLE


from Western Massachusetts Electric requested 	HEARING


permission to set 2 poles on Miner Road to raise 


low hanging wires.  Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to 


approve 2 new poles numbered 56/22M and 56/20M 


located on Miner Road, seconded by Ms. Elfenbein. 


Unanimously voted.





Rob Reilly, Moderator and Ruth Brower of the 	WARRANT


Finance Committee to review the Warrant for 	REVIEW


Town meeting.   





Town Administrator’s Report





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with copies of 	WASTEWATER


the Comprehensive Waste Water Management Plan.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with copies of 	LETTERS


responses to the letter to the editor that 


appeared in Saturday’s Eagle.





Mr. Boudreau presented a revised proposal 	MALL ROAD


regarding the lawsuit for the Board’s review.





End Town Administrator’s Report





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the May 5, 2008 minutes as amended, seconded by 	MINUTES


Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.








Mail:





Letter from Richard Jones stating that there 	BALANCE 


are dead trees along Balance Rock Road that are 	ROCK ROAD


falling down and he also had some suggestions on 


how to patch the road.  The Board asked 


Mr. Boudreau to give the letter to the Tree Warden.





Notice of Berkshire Regional Planning Board 	BRPB


meetings to be held May 15, 2008.
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Notice of Berkshire Regional Transit Authority 	BRTA


meeting to be held June 5, 2008.





Notice from the ABCC notifying the Board that 	ABCC


Matt Reilly’s received a warning.  





Letter received from Chief Bashara reporting that 	POLICE


he received an offer of $800 as a trade-in allowance 


for the 2002 Ford Explorer.  Mr. Boudreau feels 


that the Chief if looking for guidance from the 


Board as to whether he should trade the vehicle 


in or not.





MassHighway issued a bridge report for the 	PARTRIDGE


Partridge Road bridge.  Since this is not Town 	ROAD 


owned but actually in the Baker Hill Road District. 	BRIDGE


It was turned over to Ron Tinkham, Chairman of the 


Baker Hill Road District.





Letter from Deborah Thayer regarding the drive 	DRIVE-IN


in property and the fact that the Building 	PROPERTY


Inspector is not taking appropriate action.  


Mr. Boudreau will speak with the Building Inspector 


regarding this matter.





More pictures and a drawing received from Susan 	PUTNAM 


Wise regarding the drainage problem on Putnam 	ROAD


Road.  Mr. Goerlach said that the culvert only 


needs to be cleaned out by the Highway Department.





The Board reminded every one that the bulky waste 	BULKY 


collection is this Saturday, May 17, 2008, noon 	WASTE


to 4 p.m.





Letter from Department of Environmental Protection 	BERKSHIRE


regarding Berkshire Spring stating that the spring 	SPRING


is still in violation and the Town must decide on 	


corrective action.  The Town must also post a 


public notice and collect five bacteria samples. 


Mr. Boudreau said that the Town can offer to sell 


it to the residents of Berkshire.





End of the Mail





�
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Old Business:





Mr. Goerlach regarding mileage not being recorded 	MILEAGE


on the receipts when oil changes are performed on 


Town vehicles.





Mr. Goerlach asked about the tops for flagpoles.  	FLAGS


Mr. Prendergast asked that someone contact the Fire 


Department to arrange a time to put up the flags 


before Memorial Day.





Mr. Prendergast said that he had a conversation 	MOTORCROSS


with the attorney for the neighbors of Mr. Beaudoin 


on North Main Street.  It was stated to him that 


there are a number of violations and also the state 


regulation for not allowing children under ten ride 


these vehicles.  The Board decided that the letter 


from the Board of Health must mention that children 


must be of legal age to ride bikes.  Ms. Elfenbein 


said that the Conservation Commission has to go back 


up because the culvert is becoming clogged again.  


Mr. Boudreau said that he spoke with Conservation 


Commission, and DEP. Mr. Goerlach feels that 


Mr. Beaudoin needs a Storm Water permit for the 


changes he is making on his property.





New Business:





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to appoint Daniel J. 	VETERANS’


Denault as Veterans’ Agent, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 	AGENT


Unanimously voted.





Mr. Tinkham regarding town representatives buying 	SALES 


items for the town and not being aware of the fact 	TAX


that there is no requirement to pay sales tax.  





Mr. Goerlach stated that the north end of Town 	PHONE


had no phone service last night starting about 	SERVICE


7 p.m. it also affected cell phone reception.





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein continue the 	MEETING


meeting to Tuesday, May 13, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. for 	CONTINUED


Town Meeting, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. 


Unanimously voted.


