June 11, 2007





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator


		


Warrants: Warrants Signed





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.





7:00 - 7:15 - Public Comment





Chief Bashara with the proposed new part-time 	PART-TIME


police officer, Michael Klinger. Also presents 	POLICE


were the members of the Police Advisory Board were 	OFFICER


also present.  Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to 


appoint Michael Klinger part-time police officer, 


second by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.





Mr. Prendergast stated that he would like a little 	HIRING


different process for hiring a new police office. 	POLICE


He would like to see an open position posted and 	OFFICERS


advertised in the future.  Mr. Boudreau explained 


that he spoke with Town Counsel and he stated that 


Town Counsel said that it is good practice to 


advertise.  Mr. Boudreau said that he would work 


with the Chief on the wording. The Chief said that 


he spoke with the Chiefs’ attorney said that not 


advertising is not against any laws.  The Board will 


set a meeting at a later date to discuss the procedure.





Chief Bashara said that some one has approached 	OLD


him about the cruiser.  Chief Bashara feels that 	CRUISER


since Henry Sayers donated the car to the town it 


should go back to Mr. Sayers unless he does not 


want it.





Tom Porter said that he said that he is a member 	OLD


of the Pittsfield Auxiliary and they are interested 	CRUISER


in getting the car.  The Board will check with 


Mr. Sayers before making a decision.  The Board 


suggested that Mr. Boudreau check with Mr. Sayers.





Lee Hauge to discuss the dock by-law that he would 	DOCKS


like to be included in the Warrant for the Special 	BY-LAW


Town Meeting on June 26, 2007.  Mr. Boudreau 


recommended that this by-law be included. The 


Board suggested having a public hearing before 


the town meeting but they will include it in the 
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Town Meeting Warrant. Mr. Boudreau will post a 


hearing notice.





Mr. Hauge said that the agreement with Pittsfield 	PONTOOSUC


for cleaning Pontoosuc Lake must be rewritten and 	LAKE


signed soon.  Mr. Boudreau will put a new contract 


together.





Mr. Hickey reminded the Board that he feels that 	COMMUNITY


the town should make an attempt to adopt the 	PRESERVATION


Community Preservation Act.





Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to accept the minutes of  	ACCEPTED 


The June 4, 2007 meeting as amended, seconded by 	MINUTES


Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted. Motion made by 


Mr. Goerlach to accept the minutes of the June 4, 


2007 executive session as amended, seconded by 


Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted.





Bruce Durwin in to discuss articles on the warrant 	BANK


and the issue with Matt Kirchner.  Ms. Elfenbein 	RECONCILIATION


asked if the issue with the bank reconciliation has 


been resolved.  Mr. Durwin reported that several are 


done but not all at this time.   Mr. Prendergast asked 


the status of the equipment that was ordered for 


Emergency Management.  





Mr. Goerlach asked about the status of a bill for 	EMERGENCY


$600 for Emergency Management for computer work that 	MANAGEMENT


came through on a warrant and he pulled it because 


it seemed to be for a personal computer.  Mr. Durwin 


said that he would check on the status.  Mr. Garrity 


brought in the bills in question.  Mr. Durwin said 


that he has straightened out the misunderstanding and 


there will only be a need to transfer $125.00.  


Mr. Garrity said that the light bar that Mr. Storie 


returned to the town and reimbursed the town for the 


cost of is still sitting in the back room of the Fire 


Department and the bill has not been paid.  


Mr. Goerlach reported that Mr. Durfee had approached 


him about the possibility of selling some of this old 


equipment to other fire departments in the county. 


Mr. Prendergast asked that Mr. Durfee be contacted 


regarding this matter.





Mr. Durwin feels that the unfortunate issue with 	MATT


Matt Kirchner was that when deduction was made it 	KIRCHNER


was put on his pay stub as a garnishment.  Mr. Durwin 
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explained that Ms. Forgea said that there was no 	MATT


other category to put it under.  It was not meant 	KIRCHNER


to be a punishment.  Mr. Goerlach said that it is 	CONT’D


illegal to take money out of a paycheck without


notice but you can hold back the paycheck.  


Mr. Durwin explained that Mr. Kirchner has direct 


deposit and at the time we did not know that the 


town could have reversed the direct deposit.





Mr. Durwin and the Board reviewed the articles 	WARRANT


for the warrant.





The Board discussed the sewer bills received from 	SEWER BILLS


Pittsfield and asked that Mr. Boudreau send another 


letter to the City of Pittsfield to resolve the 


number of hook ups actually used.





Mr. Boudreau said that there are a couple of new 	WARRANT


articles proposed for the special town meeting: 


1. Deb Decelles asking for an additional hour’s 


pay.  This is the 3rd time she has requested this 


additional time.  Mr. Boudreau explained that in 


the past the finance committee has denied it.  


Mr. Goerlach feels that it should have been brought 


to the annual town meeting not a special town meeting 


and she has had enough time.  The Board does not 


recommend putting this on the warrant at this time 


it would be more appropriate to be put on the warrant 


for the annual town meeting; Ms. Decelles also made 


a request for $20,000 to replace playground equipment 


at Mark Belanger Park. The Board suggested that the 


town pursue help from the Elfun Society. The Board 


feels that the town does not have the cash to do this.





Administrators Report





Mr. Boudreau reported that Tim O’Brien is not going 	MT.GREYLOCK


to run for re-election to the Mt. Greylock School 	SCHOOL


Committee.	COMMITTEE





Mr. Boudreau reported that he spoke with Town Counsel 	AGREEMENT


about the agreement with Brad Lepicier and was 


informed that by signing an agreement of this sort 


it leaves the town open for an unfair labor lawsuit.





Mr. Boudreau reported on the Mt. Greylock Road 	MT.GREYLOCK


project.  Mr. Boudreau asked the Board if they 	PROJECT


would rather have a portable plant somewhere else 
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or on the work site. If the plant is on the mountain 	MT.GREYLOCK


somewhere there would be less heavy traffic through 	PROJECT


Lanesborough. Mr. Goerlach said that the sand is 


coming out of Vermont and the stone is coming from 


New York. The Board would still like to see Mr. Anthony 


regarding this matter to clarify. Mr. Prendergast said 


that he thinks if Maxymillian does this it will open up 


the environmental impact report.  Mr. Boudreau will 


write a letter stating the concerns of the Board.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he got a phone call 	SEWER


from Bruce Collingwood today and Mr. Collingwood 	AGREEMENT


left a message indicating that he is forwarding 


the current sewer agreement to the City Solicitor





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a copy of the 	PONTOOSUC


inter-municipal agreement between Pittsfield and 	LAKE


Lanesborough regarding Pontoosuc Lake for the Board 


to review.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a revised 	ROUTE 7


letter to MassHighway regarding the elimination 


of the passing lanes on route 7 in Lanesborough for 


the Board’s signature.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a copy of 	HIGHWAY


a letter from the union for the highway department 	DEPT.


indicating their availability for negotiations.	CONTRACT





Mr. Boudreau reported that he will be ordering the 	FLAGS


flags this week.





End of Administrator’s Report.





Mail





Request received from Tammy Cole-Seaman to be 	LANESBOROUGH


appointed to the Lanesborough School Committee 	SCHOOL 


to fill the position vacated by Mr. Janeczek.  	COMMITTEE


Taken under advisement.	VACANCY





Letter from Mr. Le Vardi asked that a guardrail be 	ROUTE 7


put in front of Krispy Cones on Route 7 as a safety 


measure.  Mr. Boudreau said that he would send a 


letter to MassHighway.  Mr. Goerlach said that he 


would like to have included in the letter that the 


town feels that MassHighway is not showing any 


concern for the needs of the town’s businesses 


and citizens.
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Letter from Charter Communication with copies of 	CHARTER


their Annual Form 200 (Financial Balance Sheet) 	CABLE


and 400 (Statement of Ownership), which are filed 


with the Massachusetts Department of Telecommunications 


and Cable. Ms. Elfenbein said that they have moved 


their office serving Lanesborough to Connecticut, so 


if you want to cancel your service you have to drive 


to Connecticut to do so.





Letter of resignation from Bruce L. Bailey from the 	SEWER


sewer commission.  Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to 	COMMISSION


accept Bruce Bailey’s resignation from the sewer 	VACANCY


commission, seconded by ms Elfenbein. Unanimously 


voted.  





Letter received from Robin Evangelisto, with a 	ANIMAL


resume attached, indicating her interest in being 	CONTROL


considered for positions of police officer/animal 


control officer/matron.





Letter from Berkshire Gas Company requesting a road 	ROAD


opening permit for Wabun Street to put in a line 	OPENING


for property at 170 Narragansett Avenue.  Motion 	PERMIT


made by Ms. Elfenbein to grant Berkshire Gas Company 


a road opening permit with the following stipulations: 


the road will be repaved within 30 days to the 


satisfaction of the highway superintendent and 


inspected in one year by the highway superintendent, 


if at that time the patch has failed the licensee 


will be liable for further repairs, seconded by 


Mr. Prendergast.  Ms. Elfenbein, yes; Mr. Prendergast, 


yes; Mr. Goerlach abstained because it is his project.





Copy of a letter from the building inspector to Mr. 	SHACAR


and Mrs. Shacar in response to their complaint about 	COMPLAINT


the buildings next door to their property.





Letter from Representative Guyer stating that a 	HEALTH


certified copy of the Town vote regarding the 	INSURANCE


employee health insurance bill from last year’s 


Town Meeting has not been received by his office.  


Mr. Boudreau reported that since this letter was 


received he spoke with Mr. Guyer and his office 


has received the vote.





Notice from DEP stating that Lanesborough’s 	RECYCLING


recycling rate for 2006 was 9%.
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Notice from MMA announcing a State House Rally 	MUNICIPAL


with Governor Patrick on Thursday, June 21st 	PARTNERSHIP


regarding the Municipal Partnership Act.  The 	ACT


Board is not planning to attend but they would 


like to have letters of support sent.  


Mr. Boudreau will prepare the letters.





Old Business:





Ms. Elfenbein stated that she will check with 	PETER


Doug Webb on the procedure to follow to get a 	GALLANT


plaque for Peter Gallant.





Ms. Elfenbein explained the situation regarding 	TAPPING


the tapping of Town maple trees to up date 	TOWN


Mr. Prendergast. Mr. Goerlach stated that he feels 	TREES


that the Town would be hurting Mr. Wirtes livelihood 


and said that he has noticed that the trees across 


the street are not being tapped and are dying faster.  


Ms. Elfenbein feels that there must be some middle 


ground.  Mr. Boudreau said that since this will not 


be an issue until next spring, maybe we should have 


the tree warden in and Mr. Wirtes to come to some 


kind of agreement.  Before then the board needs to 


know if tapping is actually damaging the trees.





New business





Mr. Prendergast asked that we set a date to 	HIRING


discuss the process of hiring police officers. 	POLICY


Mr. Boudreau said that the personnel policies 	POLICE


cover this matter.  The Board will not accept 	DEPARTMENT


another application until after the procedure 


is discussed.  Ms. Elfenbein suggested July 9th 


at 7:30 pm.





Mr. Boudreau said that Tom Webb would like to 	HOUSING


come in to discuss the grants he would like to 	GRANTS


apply for.  Mr. Boudreau suggested June 16th 


at 7:30 pm.  Ms. Elfenbein reported that there 


is a lot of information for energy savings that 


can be applied for when the Town builds the 


senior center and there are also grants available.





The Board set their July meetings for every Monday 	JULY


night at 7:00 pm.		MEETINGS
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Ms. Elfenbein said that she was approached about 	USE OF


the use of a highway truck last weekend.  The 	TOWN


Board feels that the other town boards need to ask 	EQUIPMENT


for permission to use town equipment in advance of 


their projects.  Mr. Goerlach asked if, for the 


Recreation project could there be blessing from the 


Board.  Ms. Elfenbein stated that requests need to be


in writing. Also town employees donating their services


need to file letters saying that with the Town Clerk. 


Motion made by Mr. Goerlach that a request for help and 


donated equipment has to be brought to the Selectmen in


writing and must be for a municipal project, seconded 


by Ms. Elfenbein.  Unanimously vote.





Mr. Goerlach asked if Mr. Boudreau spoke with 	TOWING


Chief Bashara about towing.  Mr. Goerlach stated 	COMPANIES


that towing companies should be called alternating 


between the 2 companies.  Ms. Elfenbein said that 


it is policy to alternate wreckers.  Mr. Boudreau 


asked when it was put in place.  The Board 


requested that Mr. Boudreau write a note to the 


Chief specifically stating that the Board wants 


him to alternate towing requests between the two 


local towing companies.





Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Elfenbein, seconded	MEETING


by Mr. Goerlach at 11:00 p.m. 	ADJOURNED�


