December 8, 2008





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Sr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





Public comment - 7:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.





Don Massery, 616 South Main Street, complaining 	CHARTER


about the Cable Company about not being able to 	CABLE


get the patriot games.  Mr. Prendergast stated 


that Tamie Haines is on the Cable Committee. 


Ms. Haines stated that there is nothing in the 


works at this time.  Mr. Prendergast said that he 


believes that there is a blackout.  Mr. Massery 


said that Pittsfield was successful in getting the 


games broadcast here.  Ms. Haines said that the 


Cable Committee is pursuing this issue.  The 


Board asked Mr. Boudreau to write a letter.  


Mr. Boudreau said that he will also contact 


West Stockbridge and Hinsdale about what they 


have been doing.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to accept the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the November 20, 2008 meeting 


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak.  Unanimously voted. 


Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to accept the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the November 24, 2008 meeting,  	MINUTES


seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.





Chief Bashara requesting that the Board to set 


times for serving alcohol.  Chief Bashara 


requested that the Board set all establishments 


to stop serving at 1:30 a.m. and all patrons must 


be off the premises by 2:00 a.m. Chief Bashara 


also requested that his Police Officers be appointed 


agents of the licensing board.  Mr. Boudreau asked 


Chief Bashara to draft policies for the serving 


times.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to establish 


1:30 a.m. all sales of alcohol have to cease and at 


2:00 a.m. all patrons have to be off the premises, 


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.
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Chief Bashara received a complaint from Penny 	HAMI’S 


Marshmen that patrons from Hami's have been parking 	PARKING


in her yard.  She has posted the property, but they 


are ignoring the signs.  Chief Bashara said that he 


has explained her rights.  He also told her to call 


the police and they would be happy to ask the 


owners of Hami's to have the cars moved.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked Chief Bashara about the new 	CRUISER


cruiser.  Chief Bashara said that he has contacted 


the company and is trying to get a new vehicle.





Mr. Hartheimer asked if there were any complaints 	BEAUDOIN


about the Beaudoin's running the motor cross bikes 


on their property. Chief Bashara said that he knows 


of no complaints.





Richard Haupt, Building Inspector and Zoning 	SINOPOLI


Enforcement Officer to answer questions about 	ROUTE 7


several issues that have come before the Board. 


Mr. Prendergast explained the problems 


Mr. Sinopoli, Sr. is having with the reconstruction 


of Route 7 and the new ramp to his business.  


Mr. Haupt said that he asked Mr. Sinopoli who he 


had spoken to from MassHighway.  Mr. Haupt said 


that he spoke with Mr. Sinopoli and told him that 


Mr. Sinopoli has an issue with MassHighway.  


Mr. Haupt feels that it is Mr. Sinopoli property 


and his responsibility.





Mr. Szczepaniak explained that he has had several 	SINOPOLI


complaints about Joseph Sinopoli's business 	SWAMP ROAD


activity on Swamp Road. Mr. Haupt believes that 


Mr. Sinopoli is running a business out of his home,  


But he said that the abutter to Mr. Sinopoli's 


property said that he has no problem and has put 


up a fence.  Mr. Szczepaniak said that Helen Horton 


complained.





Mr. Goerlach asked about the use of signs for 	SIGN


advertising on the side of the road. Mr. Goerlach 	COMPLAINTS


asked if someone has been pursuing the use of 


signs.  Mr. Haupt said that he has had several 


people complain.  Mr. Haupt said that he has not 


kept a register of the complaints.  
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Mr. Goerlach opened the Tax Classification Hearing, 	TAX


Mr. Prendergast stated that none of the members of 	HEARING


the Board have any intention of changing from a 


single rate classification.  Richard Wade, Chairman 


of the Board of Assessors started by thanking 


Lisa Quakenbush, Bruce Durwin, Town Accountant and 


Eric Kristensen for their work in getting the 


numbers together for this hearing.  Mr. Kristensen 


said that the tax rate for FY10 will be $14.56 this 


is an 18 cent increase. Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak 


to accept the single tax rate, seconded by 


Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.  


 


Administrator’s Report





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with Chapter 90 	STREET


Request forms for their signatures for survey 	ACCEPTANCE


work for accepting Wabasso, Wabun and Bena Streets.  


Mr. Goerlach is not signing the request forms 


because he owns property on Wabun Street.





Mr. Boudreau went over next year's budget. There 	STATE AID


was a news article predicting a 10% drop in local 


aid. It will be a cut in aid to Lanesborough in 


the amount of $150,000.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he has spoken with 	FY10


Peter Fohlin of Williamstown he asked what 	BUDGET


Mr. Fohlin is telling Mt. Greylock for their 


budget for FY10.  Mr. Fohlin has stated to all 


boards that a 1.6% increase is all the town can 


afford.





Mr. Prendergast questioned the legal bill from 	LAWSUIT


Brackett & Lucas so that the cost of the lawsuit 	COSTS


that the town is involved in can easily be seen.  


Mr. Boudreau will ask Brackett & Lucas to have a 


running total for the costs of the lawsuit on a 


separate page.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he spoke with 	GREYLOCK


Department of Conservation and Recreation regarding 	ROAD


the Greylock Road repairs.  They have filled in the 	REPAIRS


depression where the culvert has collapsed.  They 


will be back in the Spring to replace the culvert 


and make the rest of the repairs to the road.
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Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a 	SPECIAL


preliminary warrant for the Special Town 	TOWN


Meeting. The first 2 articles are to pay bills 	MEETING


from previous years; 1 for Asplundh and Richmond 	WARRANT


Networx. Mr. Boudreau stated that Mr. Durwin has 


been trying to get a response from Networx 


regarding the outstanding balances but is not 


getting any cooperation. Mr. Prendergast asked 


that a letter be sent to Richmond Networx stating 


that if they do not respond to requests for the 


reason behind the bills they would not be paid. 


The next article is a vote to transfer funds from 


Assessors’ salary account to the Assessors’ 


expense account.  Article 3 is to transfer funds 


to the Veterans Account. Article 4 vote to return 


$37,023.35 to Greylock to pay down the roof bond. 


Mr. Boudreau said that Williamstown will not take 


any action on this matter until their Annual Town 


Meeting in May 2009. The Board decided to take 


it off the Special Town meeting warrant.  Article 5 


is to authorize the establishment of a revolving 


fund for the Agricultural Commission and article 6 


to establish a revolving fund for the boom mower 


to accept $300 from each town in the program for 


maintenance.  Article 7 and 8 are regarding moving 


ahead with the sewer specifically for applying for 


loans. The Warrant for the Special Town Meeting 


has to be finalized by the December 22nd meeting 


and signed.





Laurie Dilego regarding Berkshire Spring, she reported 	BERKSHIRE


that there is going to be an informational meeting 	SPRING


on Thursday, December 11, 2008 at 3:30 p.m. at North 


American Martyrs Church.  Mr. Boudreau said that the 


spring is not clearing up as was hoped.  





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with information 	BERKSHIRE


regarding Berkshire Spring received from Town 	SPRING


Counsel. Mr. Boudreau went over the document with 


the Board.





End Administrator’s Report 





Mail:





Letter from the Registry of Motor Vehicle reporting 	PARKING


that they did a year long investigation regarding 	TICKETS


the fraudulent use of handicap placard and handicap 
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parking spaces in Boston; the sting led to the 	PARKING


issuance of 23 citations for fraudulent use of 	TICKETS


handicap placards and 17 parking violations.	CONT’D





E-mail from Michael Schindler, Jr. in regards 	SKATE PARK


to having a skate/bike park building in 


Lanesborough.  He also stated that he is going 


to start a petition to gauge the actual interest 


in this idea.





Received the MassHighway Project approval for 	PUTNAM 


Putnam Road Engineering in the amount of $9,050 	ROAD


for culvert replacement on Putnam Road.





Titan Electric Corporation regarding energy 	ENERGY


conservation.  Mr. Boudreau is going to contact 	CONSERVATION


the company.





E-Mail from William Stevens asking for a 	MINUTES


correction to the November 10, 2008 minutes as 	CORRECTION


follows: the minutes read that “Mr. Stevens 


suggested using the excess money to pay down the 


loan for the roof.” What Mr. Stevens said was: 


“The Finance Committee could make a recommendation 


to the Selectmen as to the use of the money after 


we see the figures for the loan amount and what 


effect the pay down would have on the town payments. 


I also expressed my concern that the School 


Committee made a recommendation to towns to pay 


down the loan without the figures on hand to weigh 


the effect on the towns.”





Memo from Mr. Boudreau regarding the electric 	ELECTRIC


supply rate. Mr. Boudreau reported that he 	RATES


signed a new electricity contract with 


Constellation New Energy for 1 year at a rate 


of 9.86 cents/kwh effective December 1, 2008.  


This represents a 37% increase.





Letter from Ellen Kaiser, Business Manager for 	MT.GREYLOCK


Mt. Greylock Regional School District stating 


that the excess & deficiency account has been 


certified by DOR at $595,060.  Lanesborough’s 


assessment will be reduced by $37,023.35.
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Memo from Berkshire Regional Planning Commission 	BRPC


regarding the availability of technical assistance 


grants.  Applications for these grants must be 


submitted by 5:00 p.m. on January 2, 2009.





Letter from Charter Communications advising the 	CHARTER


availability of cable service for under $20.00 


per month.





Copy of Charter Communications annual FCC Form 	CHARTER


1205 rate justification filing.





Letter from MassHighway responding to our letter 	DETOUR


requesting snow removal and the detour for the 


mall road reconstruction. Mr. Goerlach asked that 


another letter be sent to MassHighway inviting 


them to a meeting to discuss this matter.





Thank you letter from Peter Gallant for the Board 	PETER


approving his receiving a plaque for his 9 years 	GALLANT


of service as a Selectman.





End of the Mail





Old Business:





Mr. Prendergast asked if a letter went to 	PETRICCA


Petricca regarding the washout on Partridge 


Road. Mr. Boudreau said that he looked into the 


matter and it has been cleaned.  Mr. Szczepaniak 


said that there have never been any provisions 


made to prevent future washout.





Mr. Prendergast asked about the parking ticket 	PARKING


fees.  Mr. Boudreau said that he would check out 	TICKET 


what other Towns were charging.	FEES





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about ordering new chairs 	CHAIRS


for the Selectmen's office.  The Board decided 


which style they prefer and they will be ordered 


this week.





New Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak thanked the Volunteer Fire 	FIRE


Department for the annual senior dinner.	DEPARTMENT
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Mr. Tinkham stated that Charter has notified them 	CHARTER


that they are eligible for $8,000 over the next 


5 years. The committee will be putting together 


a letter of equipment request.  The Selectmen will 


have to sign the letter.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.	ADJOURNED


Meeting adjourned at 9:20 pm.	


