April 28, 2008

Present: Mr. William Prendergast, Chairman 

              Mr. John Goerlach 

              Ms. Gae Elfenbein 
              Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator

Called to order at 7 p.m.

_ Barb Hassan asked about drainage issues on Stormview 
STORMVIEW

Road on behalf of a prospective buyer of property there. She 

said water is washing down the side of the road but not going 

into storm drains because the swale has filled in and instead 

is washing onto 11 Stormview. Mr. Prendergast and 

Mr. Goerlach said they had inspected the area and agreed 

that water was not being drained properly but that the town 

didn’t have the money to do much about it. Mr. Prendergast 

said the town had to be careful to not do work on private 

property. After much discussion with Mr. Decelles and 

Ms. Hassan it was decided to mount a joint effort between 

the property owners along the road and the town to divert 

the water into the storm drain system with property owners

paying for materials needed.

_ School Superintendent William Ballen presented a warrant 
WARRANT

article to the board to establish a revolving account for an 
ARTICLE

autism program at the Lanesborough Elementary School. He 

said the parents of the child who was in the program are looking 

at a different placement and may not be sending the child here 

but that he wanted the article on the warrant just in case. No 

action was taken.

_ Mr. Prendergast told Mr. Decelles he had gotten a request 
GULF ROAD

from a resident of Gulf Road to have the street sweeper go 

up the road. Mr. Decelles said the sweeper does all paved 

streets in town and always has.

_ Mall manager Joe Scelsi reminded the board that 
MALL ROAD

MassHighway is presenting plans for the Berkshire Mall 

Road reconstruction on Thursday at 7 in the Community 

Room and asked the board to be present.

_ Mr. Boudreau said he had been informed by MassHighway 
ROUTE 8

that plans to alter the northern intersection of Old State Road 

and Route 8 have been put on hold and are being reconsidered 

due to complaints aired by residents of the area at a recent 

hearing.

_ Mr. Boudreau said ACO Michael McClay needs to be 
ANIMAL 

appointed as special police officer and field driver. He also 
CONTROL

should be appointed fence viewer. Mr. Goerlach moved to 
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appoint Michael McClay special police officer and field driver. 
ANIMAL

Second by Ms. Elfenbein. Approved unanimously. 
CONTROL

Mr. Boudreau agreed to hold off on fence viewer until June 
CONT’D

for more discussion regarding the matter of pay. The other 

posts are not paid.

_ Mr. Boudreau said the ACO Michael McClay recommended 
ANIMAL

increasing dog license fees. After some discussion, Ms. Elfenbein
CONTROL

moved to increase fees for dog licenses beginning July 1 to $10 
FEES

each for spayed or neutered dogs and $15 each for others. A late 

fee of $20 will be charged beginning in May, 2009. Second by 

Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously approved.

_ Mr. Boudreau said that Peter Gallant, representative to the 
BRTA

BRTA, has reported that if the board wishes to discontinue the 

route from the Post Office to the center of town, it must send a 

letter requesting same. Mr. Prendergast said he was reluctant 

to cancel the route as it is a connection to the center of town 

and as gas prices rise rider ship might increase. Ms. Elfenbein 

and Mr. Goerlach agreed.

_ Mr. Boudreau reported that the assessors have no problem 
SENIOR

with increasing the amount of money available to pay seniors in 
WORKOFF

the tax work-off program to $20,000. Mr. Goerlach moved to

increase the fund from $15,000 to $20,000. Second by 

Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously approved.

_ Mr. Boudreau reported that the town is part of a state-funded 
TRI-TOWN

employee wellness grant through the TriTown health cooperative.
HEALTH

_ The board reviewed the police contract and Mr. Prendergast 
POLICE

signed it.

_ Mr. Prendergast reported that 35 new flags and 15 tops 
FLAGS

need to be ordered to be able to decorate all utility poles for 

Memorial Day.

_The Board of Health presented a draft of a compromise that 
MOTORCROSS

would allow some motorcycles to practice on the Beaudoin 

property for specific hours. Mr. Prendergast said he had issues 

with the compromise as it was worded. A contingent of residents 

urged the board to leave the cease and desist in place and not 

consider any compromise. Mr. Prendergast said he was aware 

that bikes had been riding recently even though the Cease and 
Desist was still in place. He reluctantly agreed with the residents 

that Mr. Beaudoin had apparently violated the C&D and therefore 

his word could not be trusted. After much discussion, Mrs. Hickey 

proposed to the other Board of Health members that they put off 

the compromise until action is taken regarding the breach of
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the C&D. Town Council has been asked to advise the Board 
MOTORCROSS

on what actions it can take regarding the violation. According 

to the C&D fines are in order. Chief Bashara is also investigating 

what powers the police have in this matter. Mr. Prendergast 

said someone from DEP will be taking ambient sound readings 

to establish a base level in the area.

Mr. Goerlach moved to go into executive session for collective 
EXECUTIVE

bargaining. Ms. Elfenbein seconded. Mr. Goerlach, yes;
SESSION

Ms. Elfenbein, yes; Mr. Prendergast, yes.

Mr. Goerlach moved to adjourn at 9:25. Second by 
MEETING

Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously agreed.
ADJOURNED

Respectfully submitted,

Gae Elfenbein, clerk

