February 23, 2009





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman


          Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





Public Comment: 7:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.





Anthony DiSanti of Balance Rock Road, former 	RECREATION


president of the Recreation Committee. Mr. DiSanti 	COMMITTEE


stated that he wanted to reply to the Board 


regarding the warrant article for the coaches’ 


banquet.  He explained that he and Deb Decelles 


came to the board 4 years ago and spoke with the 


Selectmen and got a Town Counsel opinion stating 


that it would be alright to use revolving account 


funds for the coaches appreciation dinner.  The 


funds come from fees collected from out of 


district participants. 





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to accept the 	ACCEPTED


minutes of the February 19, 2009 meeting, seconded 	MINUTES


by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Lisa Wellspeak regarding the position of Assessor 	ASSESSOR


until the election in May of 2009. She is not 


interested in running for the position.  She would 


not ask for any extra money.  The Board feels that 


anyone appointed as interim assessor would have 


an advantage at the election in May.  Barb Hassan 


stated again her reasons for going forward with 


an article for an appointed board of assessors.





Attorney Mark Seigers regarding the warrant for 	SPECIAL


the March 10, 2009 Special Town Meeting.  Motion 	TOWN


made by Mr. Prendergast to set a Special Town 	MEETING


Meeting for Tuesday, March 10, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. 


in the Community Room at Town Hall to discuss the 


taking of land for the purpose of the redesign of 


the Connector Road, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.





Frank Peraino from Risk Management regarding 	ELECTRICITY


purchasing electricity under competitive choice 


for the entire town. Mr. Peraino explained how 


SELECTMEN’S MEETING – FEBRUARY 23, 2009 – PAGE 2





his company can save the town money.  Brian Murphy 	ELECTRICITY


of Colonial Power went over the program to supply 	CONT’D


electricity to the town at a reduced rate. 


Mr. Boudreau said that the current electric bill 


is 11.8 cents. Mr. Murphy feels that in may the 


price will come down into the 10 cent range.  The 


only thing that changes will be the cost.  The bills 


will still come from WEMCO and WEMCO will still be 


responsible for the lines.  Mr. Boudreau explained 


that it has to go before Town Meeting for approval.  


The town is under no obligation until there is a 


contract.





Administrator’s Report





Mr. Boudreau explained that 4 or 5 years ago we began 	PERSONNEL


updating the personnel policies.  The current ones do 	POLICIES


not meet state and federal guidelines.  Mr. Boudreau 


said that in speaking with Attorney Dupere, he was 


informed that Attorney Dupere was working with another 


town on their personnel policies and last week Attorney 


Dupere sent a copy of the draft that was done for the 


Town of Southwick.  Mr. Boudreau is going to work with 


Attorney Dupere to compare what we already have with 


what was prepared for the Town of Southwick.  


Mr. Boudreau stated that he will be bringing it up at 


future Selectmen's meetings.





Mr. Boudreau asked if the Board had reviewed the 	TRENCH


trench permitting information.  Motion made by 	PERMITTING


Mr. Szczepaniak that the Highway Department be in 


charge of issuing the permits for trenches opened 


over night, seconded by Mr. Prendergast.  Unanimously 


voted.  Mr. Goerlach said that all contractors must 


have certificates of insurance before a permit is 


issued.  Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to set a 


fee of $35.00, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. 


Unanimously voted.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a letter of 	BERKSHIRE


opinion from Town Counsel about setting up a 	SPRING


betterment district relating to the Berkshire Spring 


Coop for the Board to review.  Mr. Boudreau said that 


he has a meeting Thursday with Berkshire Coop.





End Administrator’s Report 
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Mail:





Mr. Boudreau sent a letter to Hami's requesting 	HAMI’S


information about whether or not they are getting 


more money from entertainment or food. Received a 


response from their attorney.  Mr. Boudreau said 


that he made a copy for the Fire Chief and the 


Building Inspector.  Mr. Goerlach asked that 


Mr. Boudreau get an opinion from Town Counsel.





E-mail from the MMA regarding federal stimulus 	STIMULUS


package, which includes about 890.3 million for 


Massachusetts infrastructure.





Memorandum from Brackett and Lucas addressed to 	SILVERLEAF


ZBA regarding Silverleaf who has appealed the 	APPEAL


decision made by the ZBA at their January 26th 


meeting.  Mr. Tinkham said that they are preparing 


an answer.





Letter from the Town of New Ashford thanking 	NEW ASHFORD


Lanesborough for the use of the Town’s road 


grader/wing plow.





E-mail from Butch Garrity to Chief Durfee and 	DALTON


Mr. Boudreau in which Mr. Garrity outlined 12 	DISPATCH


areas of concern about moving dispatch services 


to Dalton. The most important of which is the 


20 minute response delay.





Copy of the decision made by the ZBA in June of 	ZBA


1996 regarding the use of the bus lot for parking.  	RULING


Mr. Boudreau said that he spoke with the Building 


Inspector and Mr. Haupt said that this is just 


interim basis and does not violate the ZBA order.





End of the Mail





Old Business:





Mr. Prendergast asked if the flags had been ordered. 	FLAGS


Mr. Szczepaniak asked if Mike Cartier who is taking 


care of putting the flags up and taking them down 


should be the one to order them.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked if the pole on Potter Mtn. 	POTTER


Road had been removed.  Mr. Boudreau said that he 	MTN. ROAD


called this morning.  Mr. Goerlach said that he 
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spoke with a representative of Verizon and was 	POTTER


told they have removed their wires and if that 	MTN. ROAD


has happened then WMECO can remove the pole.





Mr. Tinkham said that he needs the approval of 	CHARTER


the Board to spend the money received from Charter 


Communications.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to 


approve the Community Access Committee to spend 


the funds received from Charter, seconded by 


Mr. Szczepaniak.  Unanimously voted.





Mr. Tinkham said that he has made the report on 	COMMUNITY


the revolving account that he has for the 	ACCESS


Community Access Channel.





Mr. Goerlach asked if the Board had accepted the 	FIRE TRUCK


fire truck.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to 


accept the rescue vehicle that the Fire Department 


received, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously 


voted.





Mr. Szczepaniak said that he has received 	MONDAY


complaints about the Town Hall offices being 	HOLIDAYS


unavailable during the week when there is a Monday 


Holiday.  Mr. Szczepaniak asked if the Town Hall 


Departments could be open another night of the same 


week when there is a Monday Holiday.  Mr. Boudreau 


said that he would send a memo out.  





Mr. Goerlach asked Mr. Boudreau to find out if 	TRENCH


there are classes for excavation safety and the 	SAFETY


trench regulations.





The Board set their March meetings as Monday the 	MARCH


9th, and the 23rd at 7:00 p.m. and Thursday the 	MEETINGS


19th at 6:30 p.m. They also set Monday, April 6th 


at 7:00 p.m.





New Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak said that he agrees with Mr. Wade 	ASSESSOR


that to have someone come in ahead of time it is 


a plus for that person if they should run for the 


office. Mr. Prendergast said that he doesn't see 


the advantage of appointing someone that is going 


to run for office.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast 


to appoint Lisa Wellspeak to the 3rd assessor's 
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position, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously 	ASSESSOR


voted.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.	ADJOURNED


Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.	


