January 20, 2010





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman


Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


          	Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 6:30 p.m.





Bill Decelles reported that he met with the 	WMECO


representatives from WMECO regarding the location 	POLE


of new poles on Brodie Mountain Road. Mr. Decelles 	HEARING


said that he only had a problem with one location.  


Most poles are going to be in the same location 


as they are now.  Mr. Decelles asked for yellow 


guy wire covers.  Mr. Prendergast asked for a 


finalized plan.  Mr. Szczepaniak asked about the 


installation of 12 street lights.  Mr. Carl Peterson 


said that WMECO will install them for free but not 


pay the monthly fees. Motion made by Mr. Prendergast 


to approve the replacement of approximately 42 poles 


along Brodie Mountain Road from Route 7 to the access 


road for Berkshire Windpower, seconded by 


Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Bill Stevens, Ruth Brower, Brian Johnson and 	SENIOR


Al Terranova of the Finance Committee.  Mr. Stevens 	WORK OFF


said that at this time we have about 21 people on 	PROGRAM


the senior work off program for a total cost of 


less than $15,000. Mr. Stevens asked if $20,000 is 


too much for the senior work off program.  


Mr. Prendergast asked if the Selectmen could put a 


moratorium on adding people to the program.  


Mr. Stevens asked the Board to think about changing 


the number for fiscal 2011.





Mr. Stevens stated that the Finance Committee 	POLICE


cannot recommend a reduction in the salary account 	DEPARTMENT


of the Police Department, it is up to the Selectmen.  


Mr. Stevens said that there are a lot of police cars.  


The cars themselves do not cost the Town anything 


but maintenance and gas do.  Mr. Szczepaniak asked 


if there was any way to get a study done to compare 


costs of our Police Department with other communities.





Mr. Prendergast mentioned that he thinks that there 	SPED


will be a request at the end of year for SPED 


expenses.  Mr. Stevens said that there may be 
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some money left at the end of the year to cover 


unexpected expenses.





Ron Tinkham asked permission for the ZBA to ask 	ZBA


Town Counsel for advice.





Mr. Tinkham reported that Mr. Prendergast and he 	BAKER


as representatives of the Baker Hill Road District 	HILL


have requested a moratorium on curb cuts for 2 	ROAD


years on the Connector Road. Mr. Boudreau reminded 	DISTRICT


the Board that they do not have any jurisdiction 


over the Connector Road.





Mr. Tinkham reported that Mount Greylock is going 	DIST. 71


to Unionize with District 71.  There will be a 


forum held on February 9, 2010 6 p.m. at the school 


regarding this matter. 





Administrator's Report





Mr. Boudreau asked if the Board wants the 	SENIOR


moratorium on hiring senior work off employees.   	WORK OFF


Mr. Boudreau reported that at the time that the 


Board adopted this program, he wanted to put an 


income level on.  Motion made by Mr. Prendergast 


that all future hirings under the senior write 


off program be approved by the Board, seconded 


by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Mr. Boudreau reported that Town Council represents 	TOWN


the Town and the Lanesborough Water District and 	COUNSEL


there is a zoning issue regarding the location of 


the new water tank.  The Board signed the letter 


as requested by Town Counsel to allow Town Counsel 


to represent both entities.





Mr. Boudreau reported that there is only 1 house 	BERKSHIRE


left hooked up to Berkshire spring.  The Town 	SPRING


needs to send a letter stating that the Town will 


be cutting service to them and set a date of 


termination of service.  The Board decided that 


August 31, 2010 would give the owners enough time 


to make other arrangements. 





Mr. Boudreau reported that he had been contacted 	ASSESSOR’S


by the Ethics Commission, requesting information 


about Mr. Kristensen. Mr. Boudreau reported that 


he sent the information about the minutes of 
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Assessors' September 14th minutes and copies 	ASSESSORS


of the cards affected.  Mr. Boudreau feels that 


the Board should meet with Mr. Bean again.





Mr. Boudreau suggested having some informational 	CONNECTOR


sessions regarding the detour for the construction 	ROAD


of the connector road.  Mr. Prendergast said that 


the Baker Hill Road District is working on dates 


for this.





Mr. Boudreau reported that more letters have 	STREET


gone out about the easements requested for Bena, 	ACCEPTANCE


Wabun and Wabasso Streets.   Mr. Boudreau said 


that the people who live on these streets are 


saying that the Town already maintains the streets 


so why sign.  Mr. Prendergast said that we will 


have to start sending bills out for maintenance 


and plowing for all streets that are not accepted.  


Mr. Goerlach suggested having a public meeting to 


explain to people what the Town is going to have 


to do.





Mr. Boudreau said that he did finally get a 	SPRING


response from DEP regarding the Torra Property.  	STREET





End Administrator's Report





Old Business:





Mr. Prendergast stated that in the warrants there 	FURNACE


were more boiler work costs for the furnace at 	ELEMENTARY


the Elementary School.  	SCHOOL





Mr. Goerlach asked Mr. Boudreau if he was going 	SCHOOL


to the school negotiations meeting be held tomorrow, 	CONTRACT


January 21, 2010.  Mr. Boudreau said that he has 


jury duty and will not be able to attend.





New Business:





Mr. Szczepaniak presented the Board with the new 	NBSWD


contract with the Northern Berkshire Solid Waste 


District.





Mr. Prendergast is going in for surgery next week 


and does not know if he will miss any meetings.
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The Board sent their February Meetings as Mondays, 	FEBRUARY


February 8th and 22nd at 7:00 p.m. and Wednesday, 	MEETINGS


February 17th at 6:30 p.m.





Mr. Goerlach said that he would like to find out 	EXPENSES


if there is a consultant to go over all department 


expenses to see how they compare to other communities.


	


Mr. Goerlach said that he spoke with Tim Sorrell 	PARKING


regarding the issuing of handicap parking tickets 	TICKET


and was told that most are because they forget to 	FINES


put up their placards.  Mr. Goerlach suggested 


reducing the fine.





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn, 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously 	ADJOURNED


voted.  Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.


