February 11, 2008





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.





Public Comment 7:00 - 7:15





Albert Hartheimer read a letter regarding land tax 	LAND TAX


into the minutes (copy attached).  Mr. Prendergast 


said that the Board will discuss the matter later 


in this meeting under new business.





Ron Tinkham of the Government Access Committee 	GOVERNMENT


asked if the Selectmen would approve putting in 	ACCESS	


a station in Town Hall where people can view the 	CABLE


tapes of various meetings.  The Committee would 	CHANNEL


like to have it in the lobby at Town Hall if 


possible.  Mr. Tinkham stated that the Library 


does not want to have it in the Library because 


they do not have enough space for it although 


that is where the tapes are going to be stored.  


Mr. Prendergast said that the Board will discuss 


the matter later in this meeting under new business. 





Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the February 4, 2008 meeting, seconded by 	MINUTES


Ms. Elfenbein.  Unanimously voted. Motion made by 


Mr. Goerlach to accept the minutes of the February


4, 2008 executive session, seconded by Ms. Elfenbein.  


Unanimously voted.





Linda Pruyne and Mark Froio of the Sewer Commission. 	SEWER


Ms. Pruyne stated that they have not received anything 	COMMISSION


from Earthtech about a finalized copy of the new 


sewer Regulations.  Ms. Pruyne stated that the Sewer 


Commission is ready to adopt the new regulations.  


Mr. Boudreau reported that he spoke with Mary Monahan 


Burgess of Earthtech and told her to get Bethany 


Leavitt going on them.  Mr. Boudreau reported that 


the new regulations have already been reviewed by 


Town Counsel. Ms. Pruyne wants to put together 


something on the warrant for the May meeting. 


Ms. Pruyne indicated that they need the regulations 


and an agreement with Pittsfield.  Ms. Pruyne is 
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concerned that the agreement that was sent to 	SEWER


Pittsfield does not reflect the real needs for 	COMMISSION


the Town. Mr. Boudreau said that he will contact 


Dick Jubinville of Earthtech tomorrow. Mr. 


Boudreau indicated that the Town would like to 


have the agreement include getting the sewer 


around the lake. Ms. Pruyne would like to have 


Mrs. Kelly’s sewer bill abated for the number of 


hookups she does not use.  Mr. Goerlach said that 


usually a landowner fills out a form to have the 


hookups taken off the sewer bill.  Ms. Pruyne said 


that the Town should file the forms to have the 


sewer bill abated.  Mr. Goerlach feels that the 


Town will only get one shot at getting the Town 


sewered around the lake and to the center of town 


and should therefore ask for all of at once. Mr. 


Prendergast said that we should ask for the full 


amount, but have figures ready for each section 


individually.  Ms. Pruyne would like to approve 


the regulations at their March meeting.  Mr. 


Boudreau said that the accountant wants to meet 


with the Sewer commission to settle how the account 


is handled. Ms. Pruyne would like to expand the 


Sewer Commission to 5 because there is too much 


work for just 3 people.





Town Administrator’s report





Mr. Boudreau reported that Mr. Merson is still 	ANIMAL


looking into the matter.  Mr. Boudreau recommended 	CONTROL


that we put an ad in the paper.  Mr. Boudreau 	OFFICER


said that he has spoken to Ken Walto of Dalton 


they have a part time animal control officer.  


Mr. Goerlach said that he knows someone who is 


interested but asked if the Highway Department 


could pick up dead animals.  Mr. Goerlach said 


that the interested person wanted to know if her 


husband could help.  Mr. Prendergast said that 


he had to help someone with a raccoon problem 


this weekend so we should get someone to fill 


this position soon. Mr. Hartheimer said that he 


would put it in the news letter.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he had information 	CEMETERY


from Dalton regarding grants for maintaining 


historical cemeteries.  The grant required a 


town match.  Mr. Boudreau also stated that he 


spoke with someone at Berkshire Regional Planning.  
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Mr. Boudreau reported that he found some websites.  	CEMETERY


Mr. Goerlach took the information to give to 


Mary Reilly.





Mr. Boudreau said that Aimee Thayer sent an e-mail 	DONNYBROOK


regarding Donnybrook stating that Berkshire 	GOLF CLUB


Regional Planning has issues with how the golf 


course will affect the water supply down stream.  


Mr. Boudreau said that he forwarded the e-mail to 


Lee Hauge.





Mr. Boudreau reported that the town’s winter roads 	WINTER 


budget is depleted.  Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein 	ROADS


to okay an override for Winter Roads for FY08, 


seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.





Mr. Boudreau reported that the government access 	GOVERNMENT


committee revolving fund figure was set at $326.00.  	ACCESS


The Selectmen have the power to over ride and they 	CABLE


need more funds.  Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to 


increase the cable franchise fee revolving fund 


to $1,000, seconded by Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously 


voted.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a corrected 	STORMDRAIN


IDDE permits for their review.  Mr. Goerlach said 	PERMITS


that he prefers the one from Pittsfield as it is 


more inclusive.





Mr. Boudreau said that he received 3 quotes to 	TOWN HALL


replace the 2 sets of doors downstairs at Town 	DOORS


Hall: Colvin Glass $6,100; Berkshire Plate 


$6,800; Martino Glass $7,875.  Mr. Goerlach would 


like to see brochures showing what the doors will 


look like and if the quotes are for the same type 


of doors before a bid is awarded.





Mr. Boudreau said that he spoke with Matt Krell 	PLUMBING


about the request for increased rates received 	FEES


from the Berkshire County Plumbing and Gas 


Inspectors Association and Mr. Krell said that it 


does not apply to Lanesborough and to ignore it.  


Mr. Krell asked that the town look at what is 


currently being paid the inspectors but not this 


year.





End Town Administrator’s report
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Mail:





Letter from Joe Sinopoli regarding the complaints 	ROUTE 7


he has about the sidewalk that was installed by 	SIDEWALKS


MassHighway in front of his business. Mr. 


Prendergast asked that Mr. Boudreau write a letter 


to MassHighway regarding the sidewalk and 


Ms. Elfenbein wants them to look into the damage 


being done because of the reflectors that are in 


the center of the highway.  





Letter from Division of Fisheries & Wildlife 	DONNYBROOK


regarding the Donnybrook Golf Club with an 	GOLF CLUB


environmental impact report, this is merely 


informational for the town.





Old business:





Ms. Elfenbein regarding the Town doing the request 	BAILEY


for determination, she would like town counsel to 	ROAD


review the town’s doing this.  Ms. Elfenbein also 


asked that Mr. Prendergast find about conflict of 


interest because of his job.  Mr. Boudreau said 


that he would check but he knows what the answer


will be because we will be expending public funds 


on private property.  Mr. Goerlach said that there 


is a public hazard on Bailey Road.





Mr. Prendergast regarding the issue of unemployment 	UNEMPLOYMENT


paid to Mr. Webb.  Mr. Prendergast reported that 	INSURANCE


he looked into it a little further and according 


to the Division of Unemployment and their view that 


people who hold elected positions are not eligible.   


They said that it looked like the forms were done 


properly but the division of unemployment did not 


act on them properly.  Mr. Prendergast stated that 


there is $4,000 at issue. The current one in the 


amount of $381.00 was caught in time and will be 


collected back fro Mr. Webb and returned to the 


Town.  The Division of Unemployment cannot collect 


the remaining funds.  Mr. Webb did not collect 


illegally. Mr. Prendergast feels that the Town 


should ask Mr. Webb to return the funds. Mr. 


Goerlach would like to ask Mr. Webb to come in 


and explain.  Ms. Elfenbein said that he would 


like to see a letter go out to Mr. Webb first 


including all this information. Mr. Boudreau 


will draft a letter.
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New Business:





The Board discussed Mr. Hartheimer’s letter 	LAND TAX


requesting a study be done.  Mr. Hartheimer asked 


that the Board direct the Assessors to cooperate 


with the study.  Any change will have to be 


approved at town meeting. Motion made by Mr. 


Goerlach to request that a study be done by the 


Center for the Study of Economics, seconded by 


Ms. Elfenbein. Unanimously voted.





Mr. Tinkham would like to get a TV in the main 	CABLE


hallway.  Mr. Boudreau said that there is no room 	ACCESS


in the hallway.  Ms. Elfenbein stated that she 


does not know why the library does not want the 


TV in there.  Mr. Boudreau will speak to the 


librarian.





Ms. Elfenbein asked if the Thursday meetings can 	MEETING


be changed if there are conflicting meetings.  	DATES


Mr. Prendergast said that he can work out changing 


the date when necessary.





Ms. Elfenbein was in the Council on Aging office 	COMPUTERS


on Friday and she thought there are a lot of 


computers left running in Town Hall and maybe 


they can be shut down when the Town Hall is closed.  





Mr. Hartheimer said that Governor Patrick will be 	GUYER


at the Old Forge for a fundraiser for Denis Guyer.	FUNDRAISER





Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to continue the meeting 	MEETING


to Tuesday, February, February 12, 2008 for the 	CONTINUED


Board of Health public hearing on outdoor wood 


fired furnaces, seconded by Ms. Elfenbein. 





�
JOSHUA VINCENT, President ALBERT HARTHEIMER, Vice-president


Center for the Study of Economics


MAIN OFFICE: 1518 WALNUT STREET, SUITE 604, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19102


P.O. BOX 2080, 42 GREYLOCK ESTATES ROAD, LANESBOROUGH, MA 01237-2080


PHONE 413-443-0030  FAX 413-496-9773 EMAIL  � GOTOBUTTON BM_1_  AHARTHEIMER@YAHOO.COM�





February 11, 2008





The Lanesborough Select Board


William Prendergast, Chief


John Goerlach


Gae Elfenbein





Gentlemen:





The problem is the property tax.  When we moved to Lanesborough ten years ago the tax on our property was about $3,000.  This year it is about $4,500.  Budget increases are inexorable.  How can this problem be solved?





We might be able to use a tool now being used in twenty taxing jurisdictions in Pennsylvania and in many other places around the world, shifting the tax off buildings, on to the land.





The property tax is two taxes in one, a tax on land and a tax on buildings.  They are very different taxes.  The tax on buildings is a penalty levied by the community after you have improved the community by building or improving a house or other building.  It discourages building and improving the community.  The tax on land is the opposite, it encourages building.  By having a two-rate tax, with a lower rate on building and a higher rate on land the tax for the majority of buildings will be lower, easing the property tax problem.  If we were to continue the tax shift off buildings, on to land, to the point where there was no tax on buildings, the property tax problem would be solved.





It is not possible to know how using this tool, called Land Value Taxation, will work in a given community without doing a study.  Such a study will show the percentage of properties which will pay more and the percentage of properties which will pay less in a shift.  It will also show the tax change for each property.





That is the work of The Center for the Study of Economics (CSE).  If the Select Board will request such a study in a letter, CSE will be happy to make a study pro bono and without any further obligation. 





Thank you for your consideration of this idea.





Sincerely, 








Albert S. Hartheimer


Vice-president





