July 16, 2007





Present:	Ms. Gae Elfenbein


		Mr. John Goerlach


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


		Mr. Paul Boudreau, Town Administrator


		


Warrants: Warrants Signed





The meeting was opened by Mr. Prendergast at 7:00 p.m.





7:00 - 7:15 Public Comment


Jack Hickey presented the Board with copies of a 	OPEN SPACE


draft of the Town’s Open Space and Recreation Plan 	PLAN


and asked that they review it and set a date for a 


public hearing.





Joe Scelsi of the Mall regarding the August 14, MPO 	MALL ROAD


hearing. He would like to have a meeting with the 	REDESIGN


Board before that date to review the procedure.





Mr. Scelsi said that Regal Cinema will be in to see 	CARNIVAL


the Board to ask for permission to have their summer 	MALL


carnival during August.  Mr. Scelsi said that the 


fire works will be held on Unistress Land and 


Pittsfield has already given their approval. 





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the June 25, 2007 meeting as amended, seconded by 	MINUTES


Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.





Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of July 2, 2007 meeting as amended, seconded by 	MINUTES


Mr. Goerlach. Mr. Goerlach, yes; Ms. Elfenbein, yes; 


Mr. Prendergast abstained because he was not at the 


meeting.





Bill Decelles regarding the water problem on Bailey 	BAILEY


Road.  Mr. Boudreau said that the state does allow 	ROAD


someone to tie into a storm drain, but there would 


have to be regular testing at the expense of the owner.  


Mr. Boudreau reported that the neighbor has been calling 


him frequently stating that the water runs into her 


driveway and her front yard is always wet.  Mr. Decelles 


said that he personally would not let any one tie; 


especially this particular person who does what he wants 


without getting permission.  Ms. Elfenbein said that he 


should correct the problem on Balance Rock Road before 
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he is allowed to tie in on Bailey Road. Ms. Elfenbein 	BAILEY


said that she would like a letter sent to him.  	ROAD


Ms. Elfenbein suggested a dead line of September 30, 	CONT’D


2007 for completion of the work on Balance Rock Road.





Ms. Elfenbein asked Mr. Decelles about the curb cut 	CURB CUT


for Mr. Trybus on Miner Road.  Mr. Decelles said that 


it would be a good idea to ask Mr. Trybus to keep the 


driveway lower than the road so the flow of water 


along the road edge will not be obstructed.





Mr. Prendergast asked what has happened regarding 	SCHOOL


mowing the school lawn.  Mr. Boudreau reported that 	LAWN


Mr. Ballen said that he would continue having the 


lawn mowed as previously contracted.





Mr. Prendergast asked Mr. Decelles if he has had 	PARKS


any problem with dog poop in the parks.  Mr. Decelles 


said that he will speak with Steve who mows the 


lawns in the parks.





Mr. Decelles discussed the possibility of putting in 	PUTNAM ROAD


a box culvert on Putnam Road for drainage.





Tom Webb presented the Board with a report of the 	COMMUNITY


projects that they are involved in right now using 	DEVELOPMENT


Community Development Grant money.  There are 17 	GRANT


units being worked on and there is some funding left 


so there may be enough for 6 in each town. They are 


ahead of schedule at this time.  The project is 


scheduled to end in April, 2008.





Mr. Webb said that he put in a request for funding 	SENIOR


for a senior center in West Stockbridge and it has 	CENTER


not been funded.  Mr. Webb said that if the town 


really wants to go ahead with a senior center 


Lanesborough really needs to get a lot of bonus points.  


Ms. Elfenbein asked about the bonus points. Mr. Webb 


said that the state came up with a profile for every 


town in Massachusetts based on the census and average 


income. The towns always start at a deficit.  Mr. Webb 


said that each year the state has become tighter and 


tighter with the funds.  Mr. Webb said that the Town 


can get bonus points by adding housing rehab with 


another town.  Mr. Hickey asked if Community Preservation 


Act money be used for the planning.  Mr. Webb said that 


if you can get money anywhere else it would be in your 


favor. Mr. Prendergast asked what the time frame for 
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applying is.  Mr. Webb said that the application is due 	SENIOR


by March 1, 2008 and there is a lot of work to be done 	CENTER


before then and it may not be feasible for 2008 unless 	CONT’D


you go with a modular.  Mr. Boudreau said that there 


would still have to be a site plan done before. 


Mr. Boudreau also said that if we are aiming for a March 


application we need to contact USDA for funding for the 


planning money. Mr. Prendergast asked if the Town of 


Lanesborough got together with another town that needs 


a senior center would it help with the funding. Mr. Webb 


said that it would be considered the same activity.  


Mr. Webb said that it would have to be a different 


activity like having housing rehab in another town.  


Mr. Webb said that ADA certification for municipal 


buildings can be added.





Robert Skubel regarding the Animal Control Truck.  	ANIMAL


Mr. Boudreau asked why the truck is not being housed 	CONTROL


at the Highway Department as requested by the Board.  	TRUCK


Whenever you needed it you can pick it up at the town 


garage and Mr. Decelles could use it for small Highway 


Department errands so that it is run once and awhile 


to keep the battery charged.  Mr. Boudreau asked if 


Mr. Skubel uses his own vehicle.  Mr. Skubel said that 


he uses his own vehicle if it is more convenient.  


Mr. Prendergast asked that the matter be tabled for 


now.  Mr. Decelles asked that the truck not be parked 


on the road during the winter.





The Board asked Mr. Skubel to get an ID. Mr. Skubel 	ANIMAL


is all for it. The Board set a deadline of the end 	CONTROL


of July for Mr. Skubel to obtain a picture ID.	OFFICER





The next issue Mr. Boudreau would like a key to 	DOG POUND


the dog pound.  Mr. Skubel said that Mrs. Gallant 


has a key and Chief Bashara also has a key.   


Mr. Skubel said that there are 3 keys to the truck. 


Mr. Skubel said that he can be reached on his cell 


phone 822-7951. The Board informed Mr. Skubel that 


the new budget for the Animal Control Officer is 


$1,500 and became available July 1.





Mr. Boudreau asked about the relationship with the 	SONSINI


Eleanor Sonsini Animal Shelter. Mr. Skubel said that 


he does not like to use the Humane Society because 


after a few days they put animals down. The Eleanor 


Sonsini Animal Shelter does not.  Mr. Skubel has 


been using the Sonsini center in the winter because 
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our kennel is not heated and does not have hot water. 	SONSINI


Mr. Goerlach asked how people would know where to find 	CONT’D


their missing dogs.  Mr. Skubel said that they would 


have to call him.  Motion made to appoint Mr. Skubel 


as Animal Control Officer for 1 year made by 


Ms. Elfenbein, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 


voted.  Mr. Prendergast asked that any issue that 


Mr. Skubel comes across that has the potential of a 


lawsuit the Board would like a written report.  





Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to appoint Robert Skubel 	CONSERVATION


to the Conservation Commission for a 3-year term, 	APPOINTMENT


seconded by Ms Elfenbein. Unanimously voted.





Administrators Report





Mr. Boudreau reported that he received the final 	LEGAL BILL


bill from Brackett and Lucas and the town still 


owes $2,596.60. Mr. Boudreau reported that he has 


spoken with the Town Accountant about transferring 


funds to cover this bill.   Mr. Durwin spoke with 


the Finance Committee and has their okay to do any 


necessary transfers.   Motion made by Ms. Elfenbein 


to transfer funds from the All Town Insurance Account 


into the law account to pay the bill from Brackett 


& Lucas in the amount of $2,596.60, seconded by 


Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a letter to be 	SUMMER


sent to Mr. Williams to be signed by the Board 	STREET


regarding the state of his property on Summer Street.  


The Board approved the letter as written.





Mr. Boudreau said that he went to the meeting last 	GROUP


Wednesday on the group insurance regarding the new 	INSURANCE


option for communities.  Mr. Boudreau said that there 


might be a possibility that it will work for 


Lanesborough. The contribution levels would still have 


to be negotiated.  The rates are better than MIIA but 


some of the HMO’s are not available in western 


Massachusetts, but there are still several available.





Mr. Boudreau reported that he asked Bill Decelles to 	FUEL TANK


find out how much oil is remaining in the fuel tank at 	TOWN HALL


the town hall, so that the town can award the bill for 


the tank removal.  Mr. Decelles said that there is 


approximately 586 gallons.  Mr. Goerlach suggested 


pumping the fuel and filtering it and filling the 2 new 
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tanks at town hall.  Ms. Elfenbein suggested using it 


at another building instead at town hall.  She is 


concerned that using the remaining oil may negate any 


warranty on the new boilers.  Mr. Boudreau will call 


Lipton and ask that they pump the tank and transport 


it to the highway garage. The awarding of the bid for 


tank removal was tabled until the cost is clarified.





Mr. Boudreau stated that he has received bids for 	MATERIALS


materials for the Highway Department. Motion made 	BIDS


by Ms. Elfenbein to award the bids for materials as 


follows:  County was low bid for the salt/sand mix 


and washed sand.  Pittsfield Sand and Gravel 3/4” 


washed crushed stone $14.15/ton plant; $16.65/ton 


delivered; 1 1/2” processed gravel $12.00/ton plant; 


$14.50/ton delivered; bank run gravel $10.55/ton 


plant; $13.05/ton delivered; 2 1/2” washed crushed 


stone $15.05/ton plant; $17.55/ton delivered; 1 1/2” 


washed crushed stone $13.50/ton plant; $16.00/ton 


delivered; the salt and sand mix and washed sand is 


cheaper through the Berkshire County Group Purchasing 


Plan, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.  





Mr. Boudreau stated that he has received bids for 	EQUIPMENT


equipment for the Highway Department. Motion made 	BID


by Ms. Elfenbein to award the equipment bids as 


follows: Maintenance Man, Inc. catch basin machine 


with operator at $115.00 per hour and street sweeper 


with operator at $100.00 per hour; E. W. Newton & Sons, 


Inc. for Hitachi excavator 60 with operator $85.00 per 


hour, trailer to site $125.00 per trip; excavator 880 


or equal with operator at $125.00 per hour, trailer to 


site $125.00 per trip; TD9 Dozer with operator at 


$75.00 per hour; trailer to site $125.00 per trip; TD15 


Dozer with operator, trailer to site $125.00 per trip; 


power box with operator at $126.00 per hour, moving 


charge $125.00 per trip; 3-5 ton roller with operator 


at $50.00 per hour; 14 yard dump truck with operator at 


$60.00 per hour, seconded by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously 


voted.





Mr. Prendergast asked if there was any response to the 	ROUTE 7


Town’s request that MassHighway eliminate the passing 


lane in Town. Mr. Boudreau indicated that he had not 


heard.





Deb Decelles of the Council on Aging asked if it would 	COA VAN


be possible to get a quote for a rider on the insurance 
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for the COA Van to cover the times when the town has a 	COA VAN


loaner vehicle.  Mr. Boudreau said that he checked with 	CONT’D


MIIA and they refuse to issue a rider.  Mr. Boudreau 


said that he would be happy to call BRTA and explain 


MIIA’s position.





Mr. Boudreau requested that the Board go into executive 	EXECUTIVE


session for the purpose of discussing collective 	SESSION


bargaining. Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to go into 


executive session for the purpose of discussing 


collective bargaining and to reconvene to open session, 


seconded by Ms. Elfenbein. Mr. Goerlach, yes; 


Ms. Elfenbein, yes; Mr. Prendergast, yes;   





End of Administrator’s Report.





Mail:





Motion made by Mr. Goerlach to grant a curb cut to 	CURB CUT


Michael & Amy Scott for Lot 2 on Stormview Road with 


the following stipulations that they get a street 


number from the Planning Board and that a 15” culvert 


and a blacktop apron at the beginning of the driveway 


be installed as well as putting in surge stone in the 


swaled ditch to avoid erosion, seconded by Ms. Elfenbein. 


Unanimously voted.





Letter from Peter Niles, MassHighway in response to 	ROUTE 7


Mr. Prendergast’s request to reconsider the passing 


one on Route 7, explaining their position not to 


eliminate the passing zone.





Old Business:





Ms. Elfenbein asked that a storm drain easement be 	STORM DRAIN


drafted before anyone in Town is allowed to connect 	EASEMENT


to the system.





New business:





Mr. Prendergast suggested that signs be installed 	PARKS


at the parks  stating no dogs allowed.  





Ms. Elfenbein said that a Williams College has a 	ENERGY


summer intern working with towns on energy savings 	SAVINGS


and he wants to come to see the selectmen.  	STUDY





Motion to adjourn made by Ms. Elfenbein, seconded 


by Mr. Goerlach. Unanimously voted.  Meeting adjourned 	MEETING


at 10:36 p.m.		ADJOURNED


