August 31, 2009





Present:	Mr. John Goerlach, Chairman


		Mr. William Prendergast, Jr.


          	Mr. Joseph Szczepaniak, Jr.


		Mr. Paul A. Boudreau, Town Administrator	





Warrants: Warrants signed.





The meeting was opened by Mr. Goerlach at 7:00 p.m.





Public Comment Period:





Laurie Harding, Steve Nichols regarding the 	ORE BED


condition of Ore Bed Road near where they want 	ROAD


to build a home.  Mr. Goerlach said that the 


Board will speak with the Highway Superintendent 


about what can be done. 





Dave Fiedler of 71 Balance Rock Road.  Mr. Fiedler 	BERKSHIRE


would like the Town to do everything is their 	SPRING


power to open Berkshire Spring to the public again. 


Mr. Fiedler also stated that Kowchuck Drive is 


behind him and he wants to know about the house 


that is being built on Kowchuck for assisted living.  


Mr. Fiedler asked why he and his neighbors were 


not notified ahead of time.  Mr. Goerlach said that 


the Board is not notified either of new construction 


either until there is a request for a curb cut.





Chief Bashara regarding the appointment of 	PART TIME


Michael Alibozek as a Part Time Police Officer.   	POLICE


Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to appoint Michael 	OFFICER


Alibozek as a Part Time Police Officer, seconded 


by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.





Mr. Goerlach asked Chief Bashara to check on the 	BRODIE


25 mile per hour signs that have been put up on 	MOUNTAIN


Brodie Mountain Road.	ROAD





Michael Tristany regarding the placement of a dock 	DOCK ON


on Pontoosuc Lake.  Mr. Tristany asked that the 	PONTOOSUC


Town write a letter giving him permission put the 	LAKE


dock.  Mr. Tristany has received a letter from DEP 


saying that he has to remove the dock. Mr. Boudreau 


said that the Town does not own the road as it is 


an unaccepted street. The Board said that they are 


not the granting authority for installing docks.  


Mr. Goerlach said that Mr. Tristany should speak 


with Mr. Decelles about the plan for the drainage.
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License hearing regarding the transfer of the 	LIQUOR


license held by Zen's dog House to V's Dog House. 	LICENSE


The hearing was opened by Mr. Prendergast by 	HEARING


reading the Legal Notice that was in the Berkshire 	ZEN’S


Eagle as follows: Notice is hereby given that an 


application for a transfer of a year-round All 


Alcohol Restaurant License as a common victualer 


has been filed with this Board by V’s LLC dba V’s 


Dog House, address 650 Cheshire Road, Lanesborough, 


MA. The premises located at 650 Cheshire Road, 


Lanesborough, MA. Said application will be 


considered at a meeting of this Board at the Newton 


Memorial Town Hall, Lanesborough, Massachusetts at 


7:30 p.m. on August 31, 2009. Board of Selectmen 


Acting as Local Licensing Authority.  Mr. Goerlach 


abstained from the discussion.  Michael Hashim 


attorney for Brenda Vella, V's Dog House.  Mr. 


Szczepaniak asked how access to the patio will be 


gained.  Mr. Prendergast asked that the arrangements 


made for control of the outside patio.  Mr. Peaslee 


said that he had stated that he would not have any 


live music outside. Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak, 


seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Mr. Goerlach abstained.





Administrator's Report





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a copy of an	MOUNT


article that appeared in the Berkshire Eagle about 	GREYLOCK


the condition of Mount Greylock School.  The School 	SCHOOL


Committee has decided to borrow up to $2,000,000 to 


replace the ceilings in the girls locker room and 


the 3 boilers.  The Town of Lanesborough has the 


option to vote on it at a Special Town Meeting or 


not.  Mr. Boudreau does not recommend holding a 


Special Town Meeting.  Williamstown is not going to 


town meeting either.  The School Committee is going 


to borrow the money; the first payment will not be 


due until FY11 so it does not affect the FY10 budget. 


The State reimbursement rate is 54%. Mr. Boudreau 


said that the last loan the school took out was for 


the roofand that loan will be paid off in 2013. 


Mr. Goerlach suggested a public forum for explaining 


the situation.  Mr. Stevens from the Finance Committee 


asked that he be given figures and interest amounts as 


soon as possible so he has the information for 


budgeting. Mr. Goerlach asked that the Mount Greylock 


School Committee plan better for repairs in the future 


so that there are no more surprises.  
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Mr. Stevens asked about the delaying of the Olsen 	OLSEN ROAD


Road project.  The repairs will be made this year.  


The board asked who did the initial prep work.  The 


Board wants to check with Mr. Decelles about who did 


the initial work and if they are going to ask them 


to correct them.





The Board set their September meetings as Monday, 	SEPTEMBER


September 14th and 28th at 7:00 p.m. and Thursday, 	MEETINGS


September 24th at 6:30 p.m.





Mr. Boudreau said that he heard from one of the 	POTTER


Selectmen in Hancock.  Hancock wants to know if 	MOUNTAIN


Lanesborough would be interested in discontinuing 	ROAD


the maintenance of the top of Potter Mountain Road, 


because it is deteriorating and too hard to maintain.  


Mr. Goerlach said that it does not take that much 


to maintain it and closing it would present a safety 


issue.  If they do not maintain it fire equipment 


would not have access. The Board will discuss the 


matter with Mr. Decelles before making a decision.





Mr. Boudreau reported regarding Berkshire Spring 	BERKSHIRE


that 2 residents have installed UV systems and the 	SPRING


3rd will be putting one in within the next 2-3 weeks.  


Mr. Boudreau said that he has asked DEP to find out 


how the town is to monitor it but he has not 


received a reply.  Mr. Boudreau said that he has 


spoken with them about drilling a shared well and 


he said that he would look into funding to help them.





Mr. Boudreau said that he has been sending the 	SPRING


Board e-mails updating them about the issue.  It 	STREET


is not going away any time soon.  Mr. Boudreau 


said that it looks like the Town will have to get 


an engineer involved.  Mr. Boudreau is waiting for 


a proposal from Guntlow.  Mr. Goerlach said that 


he spoke with Mr. Torra, and even the small rain 


storms are causing a problem now.





Mr. Boudreau reported that Town Counsel, Jason 	LASTON 


Grossfield has been trying to set up a meeting 	FIELD


with Mrs. Macht and her attorney.  The right of 	RIGHT OF


way needs to be moved.	WAY





Mr. Boudreau said that the Town has received 1 	ELECTRICAL


bid for the Municipal Aggregation Plan from 	RATES


Colonial Power Group. Motion made by 
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Mr. Szczepaniak to accept the bid of Colonial 


Power Group for preparing a Municipal 


Aggregation Plan, seconded by Mr. Prendergast.  


Unanimously voted.





Mr. Boudreau reported that the culvert on North 	NORTH MAIN


Main Street has been replaced.  	STREET





Mr. Boudreau reported that he has locked in with 	FUEL


Lipton Energy the heating fuel contract in the 


amount of $2.1988 per gallon.





Mr. Boudreau said that he got copy of the current 	SEWER


plans for the sewer system for NoNamie Trailer 	SYSTEM


Park.  Mr. Boudreau said that on the same day he 	PLANS


got the plans there was another problem.





Mr. Boudreau has a services contract from Stantec 	LANDFILL


who bought out Dufrense-Henry for the landfill 	MONITORING


monitoring.  The fee is still $5,800 per year.  


Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to award the contract 


to Stantec in the amount of $5,800 for landfill 


monitoring, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously 


voted.  Mr. Prendergast asked if Mr. Boudreau would 


request a decrease in the number of test per year.





Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a retainer 	LABOR


agreement for Fred Dupere to act as Labor Relations 	RELATIONS


Counsel for a $200 per month retainer for FY10.	COUNSEL





Mr. Boudreau said that he has spoken with Jason 	CURB CUT


Grossfield about the problems the Board is having 


with people complying with curb cut regulations.  


Mr. Boudreau presented the Board with a copy of 


suggestions submitted by Attorney Grossfield.





Mr. Goerlach said that contractors requesting 	ROAD 


road opening permits for sewer lines will need 	OPENING


to pay a bond. The Board needs to decide how much.	PERMITS





Mr. Boudreau said that our Veterans Agent, 	VETERANS’


Daniel Denault passed away last week and we need 	AGENT


to get a new representative. Mr. Boudreau said 


that Town Accountant, Bruce Durwin, is interested 


in doing it and will look into the procedures.  


Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to appoint Bruce 


Durwin as the Veteran's Agent, seconded by 


Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.
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Mr. Boudreau reported that he met with Gary Albert 	TOWN HALL


about repairing or replacing the front steps of Town 	FRONT STEP


Hall.  Mr. Albert is proposing solidifying what it 	REPAIR


there and installing a granite overlay on the steps.  


The Town will probably not be able to do the repair 


this year.  Mr. Albert will put together a proposal 


for the work.





End Administrator's Report





Mail:





Curb cut request received from Alan Chamberland 	CURB CUT


for property located at the corner of Bailey and 


Rosenberg Roads.  Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to 


allow the curb cut requested by Alan P. Chamberland 


for property on the corner of Bailey and Rosenberg 


Roads, seconded by Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.





Curb Cut request received from Timothy Sayers for 	CURB CUT


property located on Potter Mountain Road.  Motion 


made by Mr. Szczepaniak to allow the curb cut 


requested by Timothy Sayers for property located 


on Potter Mountain Road with the stipulation that 


a 4 foot blacktop apron be installed, seconded by 


Mr. Prendergast. Mr. Prendergast, yes; 


Mr. Szczepaniak, yes; Mr. Goerlach abstained.





Letter from MassHighway approving the Chapter 90 	CHAPTER 90


Project Request for Guardrail replacement on Bull 


Hill Road in the amount of $13,000.





Road Opening Permit requested by D. Condron 	ROAD 


Construction to extend the sewer line on 	OPENING


Narragansett Avenue to Opechee Street. Motion 	PERMIT


made by Mr. Prendergast to allow the Road Opening 


Permit requested by D. Condron Construction to 


extend the sewer line on Narragansett Avenue to 


Opechee Street, seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. 


Unanimously voted.





Copy of an e-mail sent to Mr. Boudreau from Mark 	POLICE


Ringie of MassHighway stating that payment for 	DETAIL


details worked will have to be billed at the rate 	PAYMENTS


set by the municipality where the work is being 


done.  Mr. Boudreau said that a copy forwarded to 


Chief Bashara and Town Counsel.  
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Letter from Peter Niles of MassHighway answering 	ROUTES 7 &


the letter Mr. Boudreau sent regarding the Town’s 	& 8


concerns with the conditions of Route 8 and Route 7 


reconstruction project.  Mr. Niles stated that 


MassHighway had investigated the roads and that 


they feel that the resurfacing of these roads is 


adequate and should endure the test of time.  





Mr. Boudreau reported that Mr. Decelles received 	MINER ROAD


a call from MassHighway inviting him to attend a	BRIDGE


meeting tomorrow (September 1, 2009) regarding 


the Miner Road Bridge Project.





Letter from MassHighway stating that the Chapter 	HAZARDOUS


90 Payment Vouchers for Olsen Road Drainage in 	MITIGATION


the amount of $69,137; Olsen Road Drainage in 	PLANNING


the amount of $45,946.50; Guardrail Replacement 


in the amount of $10,857.51; Crack Sealing in 


the amount of $10,031.62 and Hazardous Mitigation 


Planning in the amount of $8,000 have been 


submitted for payment.





Letter from Bill Koziaira of the Recreation 	RECREATION


Committee asking that the cost of lawn mowing 


and electric bills be covered by the Town.  


The Board feels that they just need to increase 


their budget for the electric bill.  The Town is 


already mowing the parks.





Citizen participation forms from Anne W. Pasko 	TREE & 


asking to be appointed Tree and Forest Committee 	FOREST


and Rebecca Lord asking to be appointed to the Tree	COMMITTE


and Forest Committee, the Conservation Commission 


and the Alternate Energy Study Committee Motion 


made by Mr. Prendergast to appoint Anne W. Pasko 


and Rebecca Lord to the Tree and Forest Committee, 


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Unanimously voted.  


The Board would like to speak with Ms. Lord before 


appointing her to the Conservation Commission.





Notice of Filing and Public Hearing regarding 	BERKSHIRE


Berkshire Gas Company’s 2008 energy Efficiency 	GAS


Annual Report.





Berkshire Metropolitan Planning Organization asking 	BERKSHIRE


for public comments for their proposed transportation 	


program.  Mr. Tinkham that the meeting was held last 


week.
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Berkshire Regional Planning Commission meeting 	BRPC


Notice for the meeting to be held September 3, 


2009 at 4:00 p.m.





Letter from Jim Barry Regional Coordinator for 	GREEN


the Department of Energy Resources regarding 	ENERGY


the Green Communities Act.





E-mail from Tom Cohen of Charter Cable Company 	CHARTER


showing a photo of drop box to be installed as 


town hall for the convenience of customers to 


return cable boxes.  Mr. Prendergast said that 


this would eliminate the need for a representative 


from Charter to be at town hall to meet with 


customers and hear their complaints. Mr. Prendergast 


said that the response that their request will be 


considered but it should not be instead of someone 


being here to answer questions.  Mr. Boudreau suggested 


getting a representative from Charter to go over 


this.  The Board said to give them both dates.





End Mail





Old Business:





Regarding Beaudoin, Mr. Boudreau reported that 	BEAUDOIN


Town Counsel has sent a letter to the Beaudoin's 


attorney asking about the money for the sound 


survey and attorney fees.





Mr. Goerlach asked if Guntlow had sent a proposal 	ADA RAMP


for the ADA ramp.  Mr. Boudreau said that he has 


not received anything as yet.





Mr. Prendergast said that he is bothered that DEP 	SPRING


has not come out to look at the problems that 	STREET


Mr. Torra is having.  DEP has stated that the Town 


has to deal with the local Conservation Commission.  


Mr. Boudreau said that all the correspondence that 


he has received from DEP has been copied for 


Guntlow and the Board.





Mr. Goerlach asked if there had been any drawings 	PUTNAM


done for the work need on the Putnam Road bridge.  	ROAD 


Mr. Boudreau said that Mr. Decelles would have them.	BRIDGE
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Mr. Prendergast wants to meet with Mrs. Ellis 	ELEMENTARY


regarding the heating system at the Elementary 	SCHOOL


School to find out why there are so many bills.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked about the fence on Potter 	POTTER


Mountain Road.  Mr. Goerlach said that the owner 	MOUNTAIN


refuses to remove the fence.   Mr. Szczepaniak 	ROAD


said that there is another fence on one of the 	FENCE


letter streets.  Mr. Goerlach said that a letter 


should be sent telling them to remove the fences 


within the next 30 days. Mr. Prendergast asked 


that the Board to meet with the Planning Board 


again about a by-law regarding fences.





Mr. Prendergast said that he looked at the curb 	CURB CUT


cut on Miner Road and he feels that they have 


come as close as they can to what was approved on 


the plan.  The Board suggested sending a note with 


the return of the deposit.





Mr. Boudreau reported that nothing more has been 	BAILEY


heard about the business being conducted on Bailey 	ROAD


Road.  The Building Inspector is aware of this and 


will continue to monitor the situation.





Mr. Goerlach asked if Guntlow could add the 	DRAINAGE


connection to the catch basin to alleviate the 	PROBLEM


problem of water in the basement of Town Hall 	TOWN HALL


into the ADA ramp project.





Mr. Boudreau said that the cost of trash 	TRASH


containers on the Narragansett Avenue causeway 	CONTAINERS


can be taken out of the Selectmen's expenses. 


Mr. Prendergast said that he received a call 


from Peter Gallant who said that this was tried 


in the past and they became dumping stations for 


everyone.





Mr. Hartheimer said that nothing has been said 	CONNECTOR


about the status of the Connector Road.  	ROAD


Mr. Goerlach said "no comment".  Mr. Goerlach 


said to call the Governor.





Mr. Prendergast said that there still seems to 	LAW SUIT


be some problems with getting an agreement 


between Pyramid Company and the Town regarding 


the Guertin Elkerton lawsuit.  Mr. Boudreau said 


that Jason Grossfield drew up a template for 
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getting the information needed but nothing has 	LAW SUIT


been finished.  Mr. Tinkham said that he would 	CONT’D


check out the status tomorrow.





Mr. Prendergast said that Mr. Sweenor's drainage 	DRAINAGE


problem.  Mr. Decelles said that there is no 


easement on record for the pipe.  Mr. Decelles may 


have to close off the pipe.  Mr. Goerlach said that 


the last time the pipe was closed off it flooded 


the street.





Mr. Prendergast asked if Darlene Newton had been 	AGRICULTURAL


asked if she wants to be appointed to the 	COMMITTEE


Agricultural Committee.





Mr. Prendergast asked about the Kucka dogs.  	KUCKA


Mr. Boudreau said that he received a call saying 	DOGS


that there was a fence being put up.  





New Business:





Mr. Goerlach would like to add drainage problems 	DRAINAGE


in the town to the "Old Business" list.  Most of 	PROBLEMS


the problems are caused by the blocking of the 


outflow.





Mr. Szczepaniak said that Barbara Graham said that 	GUARDRAILS


the guardrails in front of her property are bent 	


over.  Mr. Boudreau said that Mr. Decelles is aware 


of the problem but they are not on the list for this 


year.





Mr. Szczepaniak asked if the tree cutting that is 	TREE


being done is under the emergency clean up includes 	CUTTING


the highway department acting as flagmen.  


Mr. Szczepaniak said that he has seen the town 


highway department men acting as flagmen and this 


tied up 2 town trucks. Mr. Boudreau said that he 


will speak with Mr. Decelles.





Motion made by Mr. Szczepaniak to accept the minutes 	ACCEPTED


of the August 10, 2009 meeting, seconded by 	MINUTES


Mr. Prendergast. Unanimously voted.   





Motion made by Mr. Prendergast to adjourn, 	MEETING


seconded by Mr. Szczepaniak. Meeting adjourned 	ADJOURNED


at 9:40 p.m.





